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This report is a screening consideration of the need to carry out a Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) and a Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) of the draft Husthwaite Parish
Neighbourhood Development Plan (Reg 14 version December 2025) (the Neighbourhood Plan).

SUMMARY OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE
ASSESSMENT

The Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by Husthwaite Parish Council for the Parish following
extensive consultation. It has a clear vision for the period 2025-2036 which is:

“to maintain and enhance the rural and historic character of our Parish through sustainable
development that respects our heritage, protects our natural environment, enriches our quality of
life and balances the needs of residents, local businesses and visitors, helping to create a vibrant
community where all can thrive.” .

The draft HPNDP includes 20 objectives set out under the following themes:

e HERITAGE, DISTINCTIVENESS AND DESIGN

a) ‘To ensure that all new developments within the plan area are visually appealing and
responsive to their surroundings, and reflect the area’s character, heritage and natural
features, thereby enhancing local identity and well-being.’

b) ‘To ensure that all developments within or near the Conservation Area, including its
setting and approaches, preserve its historic character and significance, protect its visual
integrity, and avoid any detrimental impact on its distinctive features.’

c) ‘To safeguard and celebrate the Parish’s unique heritage assets, both designated and
non-designated, by ensuring that new development conserves, enhances and, where
feasible, restores significant historic and visual features, as well as other essential aspects
of the built environment, in a manner that respects local character and preserves the
Parish’s identity.’

d) ‘Safeguard existing residential amenities and avoid detrimental impacts on nearby
businesses, ensuring that new development supports a harmonious and thriving local
environment.

e NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE
a) ‘Ensure that all new development provides space for both people and nature, while
conserving and enhancing biodiversity by minimising intrusion into open countryside,
safeguarding key habitats and avoiding the loss or damage of trees and hedgerows.’
b) ‘Protect and enhance both the Howardian Hills National Landscape and the North York
Moors National Park, including their settings and entry experiences, ensuring that any
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development respects local character and preserves the distinctive sense of place these
landscapes provide.’

c¢) ‘Safeguard key local views and vistas — both within and beyond the village — to maintain
the distinctive character and sense of place, ensuring that new development respects and
maintains these valued view channels.’

d) ‘Protect the tranquillity of the area and minimise light pollution, ensuring the preservation
of the natural night sky, the well-being of wildlife habitats and a peaceful environment for
local residents.’

HOUSING INCLUDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING

a) ‘To ensure that new residential developments align with local community needs,
prioritising the supply of small, affordable housing units and 2-3 bedroom homes, to foster a
diverse and inclusive neighbourhood.’

EMPLOYMENT AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT

a) ‘Encourage the establishment of new enterprises and expansion of existing businesses
of a scale and character appropriate to the Parish, in order to foster local employment
opportunities and enhance community prosperity and vitality.’

FACILITIES, AMENITIES AND SERVICES

a) Support and enhance existing community facilities and encourage the provision of
additional assets to meet the diverse needs of the entire community, thereby offering
opportunities for increased activity, strengthening well-being and fostering inclusivity.

b) ‘Protect and preserve village green spaces that are of particular importance to the local
community whether for their beauty, historic significance, recreational value, tranquillity, or
biodiversity value and ‘enhance residents’ quality of life.’

CLIMATE CHANGE

a) ‘To promote low-carbon, resilient development and land-use practices that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, support appropriate renewable energy and energy-efficient
design, and strengthen adaptation measures to mitigate and manage the causes and
effects of climate change within the Parish.’

b) ‘Ensure that commercial renewable energy developments are planned at a scale and in
a location that respects nationally and locally important landscapes, maintains agricultural
land versatility, safeguards biodiversity and preserves heritage assets, aligning with
sustainable development principles.’

c) ‘Support the development of a community scale solar or wind farm in an appropriate
location and at a suitable scale, ensuring it minimises environmental impact while
maximising public benefit, such as reduced carbon emissions, lower energy costs and
enhanced local resilience’.

d) ‘To support the retrofitting of alternative energy sources and energy saving measures in
existing residential and non-domestic buildings to achieve lower carbon emissions, reduced
energy costs and improved environmental sustainability, thereby enhancing community
resilience and quality of life.’

INFRASTRUCTURE

a) ‘To ensure that new developments are supported by adequate infrastructure, including
roads, footpaths, water supply, drainage, sewage, and waste management, so that service
levels remain effective for both current and future users.’

b) ‘To ensure that new development does not increase flood risk of any type, integrates
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS), and adopts a comprehensive, sustainable
approach to managing flood risk, surface water (including runoff) and foul drainage.’

ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY

a) ‘To ensure that all new development maintains or enhances road safety, avoiding any
increase in existing traffic hazards, and contributes to improved public transport, fostering a
more sustainable and accessible community.’
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b) ‘Support development that enhances broadband speeds and mobile connectivity,
thereby empowering businesses, reducing digital exclusion and strengthening overall
community resilience.’

The Husthwaite Neighbourhood Development Plan does not allocate sites for development.

An Environmental Baseline Assessment for the Neighbourhood Plan area has been provided by
Husthwaite Parish Council and is attached as Appendix 1.

SECTION A - STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Legislative Context

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 implement the
requirements of the European Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain
plans and programmes on the environment. Despite the UK leaving the EU on the 31 January
2020, the SEA Regulations will continue to apply as before unless and until new legislation is
introduced.

Regulation 5(6) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
states that:

(6) An environmental assessment need not be carried out—
(a) for a plan or programme of the description set out in paragraph (2) or (3) which determines the
use of a small area at local level; or
(b) for a minor modification to a plan or programme of the description set out in either of those
paragraphs,
unless it has been determined under regulation 9(1) that the plan, programme or modification, as the
case may be, is likely to have significant environmental effects, or it is the subject of a direction under
regulation 10(3).

Regulation 9 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 states
that:

Screening of the Neighbourhood Plan

The responsible authority, as defined in the Regulations, that has carried out this screening is
North Yorkshire Council.

Regulation 5(6)

In applying Regulation 5(6), it is considered that the Neighbourhood Plan determines the use of a
small area at local level and, therefore, an environmental assessment need not be carried out
unless it is determined that the plan is likely to have significant environmental effects.

Regulation 9

Regulation 9 sets out how a responsible authority should determine whether a plan is likely to have
significant environmental effects and where it is determined that a plan is unlikely to have
significant environmental effects, how this should be formally set out.

Regulation 9(2)(a)

To determine whether a plan is likely to have significant environmental effects, Regulation 9(2)(a)
requires North Yorkshire Council to take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 of the
Regulations. A copy of Schedule 1 of the Regulations is provided at Appendix 2.
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North Yorkshire Council has considered the Neighbourhood Plan against Schedule 1. The
consideration is set out at Appendix 3 and based on this; the following draft conclusions are drawn:

It is considered that the plan is unlikely to have significant environmental effects, and a
Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Neighbourhood Plan is not required. It does not
allocate land for development or propose development or propose development at levels
beyond that supported by the adopted Local Plan. It is also consistent with relevant
strategic policies of the adopted Local Plan.

Regulation 9(2)(b)

As required by Regulation 9(2)(b), before determining whether a plan is likely to have significant
environmental effects, North Yorkshire Council must also consult the statutory consultation bodies.

A copy of the Neighbourhood Plan and this SEA and HRA Screening Report (Draft for Statutory
Consultees), including draft conclusions will be sent to the Environment Agency, Historic England
and Natural England for comment over a minimum six-week period during June-July 2026. On
receipt of comments, the screening will be reviewed and, where necessary, updated.

Regulation 9(3)

As required by Regulation 9(3), following consultation with the statutory consultation bodies, North
Yorkshire Council will publish a final SEA Screening Report setting out its determination of whether
the Neighbourhood Plan requires Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

Conclusion

It is considered that the plan is unlikely to have significant environmental effects and a Strategic
Environmental Assessment of the Neighbourhood Plan is not required. It does not allocate land for
development or propose development or propose development at levels beyond that supported by
the adopted Local Plan. It is also consistent with relevant strategic policies of the adopted Local
Plan.

SECTION B - HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT (HRA)
Legislative Context/Purpose of the Assessment

Alongside the SEA screening process there is a need to assess whether the Neighbourhood Plan
would have an adverse impact upon internationally designated wildlife sites, as required by the
European Habitats Directive.

The Directive is implemented in the UK by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
2017 (as amended) (the “Habitats Regulations”). Under the terms of the UK’s withdrawal from the
EU, the UK retains a body of existing EU-derived law within our domestic law. During the transition
period EU law applied to and in the UK. The most recent amendments to the Habitats Regulations
— the Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 — make it
clear that the Habitats Regulations continue to apply.

The Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) refers to the assessment required for any plan or
project to assess the potential impacts against the conservation objectives of Habitats Sites
(previously known as European sites) which are Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special
Protection Areas (SPAs), and Ramsar sites. The assessment must determine whether the plan
would adversely affect, or are likely to affect, the integrity of a site(s) in terms of its nature
conservation objectives. Where negative effects are identified other options should be examined to
avoid any potential damaging effects.
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Responsibility for the HRA

Regulation 106 of the Habitats Regulations states that:

‘A qualifying body which submits a proposal for a neighbourhood development plan must provide
such information as the competent authority [the Local Planning Authority] may reasonably require
for the purposes of the assessment under regulation 105 [which sets out the formal process for
determination of ‘likely significant effects’ and the ‘appropriate assessment’]...’.

Husthwaite Parish Council, as the qualifying body for the neighbourhood plan, has carried out a
draft assessment to assist North Yorkshire Council, as the competent authority, to carry out this
formal assessment under Regulation 105.

Recommended Methodology

The HRA is to be carried out with reference to the general EC guidance on HRA (European
Commission, 2001) and general guidance by the UK government. The current Department for
Levelling Up, Housing & Communities guidance requires a four stage approach:

collection of evidence;
screening to identify whether a plan is ‘likely to have a significant effect’ on a European site;
assessing the adverse effects on a European site of any policy ‘screened in’ during the
screening phase;

e mitigation/avoidance of any adverse effects until these are cancelled out.

Impact Pathways

There is no guidance that dictates the general physical scope of an HRA of a neighbourhood plan.
Consideration is generally made by reference to impact pathways - routes by which the
implementation of a plan can lead to an effect upon a Habitats site in the vicinity of the plan area.
These include development in or at the edge of sites, loss of linking sites, impact on mobile
species, water quality, air pollution and recreational pressure/public access disturbance and will
vary depending on location, the particular conservation priorities of relevant Habitats sites and the
scope and objectives of the neighbourhood plan. For some impact pathways (notably air pollution)
there is guidance that sets out distance-based zones required for assessment. For others, a
professional judgment must be made based on the best available evidence.

The maximum distance required for assessment of air pollution of industrial and farming processes
under Natural England Guidance is 10km. In relation to recreational pressure, studies suggest that
most visitors come from within a 7km radius. Natural England identifies an Impact Risk Zone (or
Zone of Interest) for all SSSIs and any SAC or SPA underpinned by an SSSI. Zones of Influence
can be designated by Natural England for SAC/SPAs.

Habitats Sites Relevant to the Neighbourhood Plan
The plan area, Husthwaite Parish, is situated in North Yorkshire. In summary:

There are no European sites within the plan area.
There are no European sites within a 10 km radius of the plan area.
The nearest European sites are:
o the North York Moors National Park SAC, the closest point of which is approx.
11.3km to the north
o Strensall Common SAC, the closest point of which is approx. 15.4 km to the south.
The plan area is not hydrologically linked with either of these sites.
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e No designated Zone of Influence has been identified for either of the above sites.

Further information on both SACs are set out below. Given the distance from the plan area and the
nature of the sites, the only potentially relevant impact pathways are considered to be public
disturbance/recreational pressure and air pollution.

Site Name | Site Description Distance Potentially relevant
from Impact Pathways for
Husthwaite Screening purposes
plan area

North York | This site in north-east Yorkshire within the North | 11.3km Public

Moors York Moors National Park contains the largest Access/Disturbance

National continuous tract of upland heather moorland in

Park SAC England. Air Pollution

Dry heath covers over half the site and forms the
main vegetation type on the western, southern
and central moors where the soil is free-draining
and has only a thin peat layer. The principal
NVC type present is Calluna vulgaris —
Deschampsia flexuosa, with some Calluna
vulgaris — Erica cinerea heath on well-drained
areas throughout the site, and large areas of
Calluna vulgaris — Vaccinium myrtillus heath on
steeper slopes

Erica tetralix — Sphagnum compactum wet
heath is the second most extensive vegetation
type on the site and is predominantly found on
the eastern and northern moors where the soil is
less free-draining. Purple moor-grass Molinia
caerulea and heath rush Juncus squarrosus are
also common within this community.

In the wettest stands bog-mosses, including
Sphagnum tenellum, occur, and the nationally
scarce creeping forget-me-not Myosotis
stolonifera can be found in acid moorland
streams and shallow pools

Strensall Strensall Common is an example of acidic 15.4km Public
Common lowland heath represented predominantly by Access/Disturbance
SAC Erica tetralix — Sphagnum compactum wet

heath. This habitat has had its extent reduced by Air Pollution

drainage. It is a noted locality for marsh gentian
Gentiana pneumonanthe, narrow buckler-fern
Dryopteris carthusiana and the dark-bordered
beauty moth Epione vespertaria as it is
associated with creeping willow Salix repens on
the wet heath.

There is also a complex mosaic of wet heaths
with Erica tetralix and dry heath elements. The
Calluna vulgaris —
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Site Name | Site Description Distance Potentially relevant
from Impact Pathways for
Husthwaite Screening purposes
plan area

Deschampsia flexuosa dry heath is noted for
petty whim Genista anglica and bird’s-foot
Ornithopus perpusillus.

‘In combination’ scope

The Habitats Regulations require that the impacts and effects of any land use plan being assessed
are not considered in isolation but in combination with other plans and projects that may also affect
the internationally designated site(s) in question.

The Neighbourhood Plan does not identify sites or encourage development beyond that which has
been outlined in the Hambleton Local Plan (which has been subject to HRA). The Neighbourhood
Plan provides criteria-based policies to help guide development that might come forward in
accordance with the Local Plan.

Screening of the Plan - Conclusion

The results of the screening of policies in the Neighbourhood Plan for likely significant effects on
the two sites are presented in Appendix 4. None of the 29 policies in the were considered to have
the potential to result in Likely Significant Effects. This means that there are no impact pathways
linking them to Habitats Sites and therefore there is no requirement for a full Assessment. This is
largely because the Neighbourhood Plan does not make any housing or employment allocations.
As such there is no mechanism for the Neighbourhood Plan to have Likely Significant Effects on
Habitats Sites, particularly at the distances which they lie from Husthwaite Parish.

It is further concluded that there are not likely to be significant effects to the European designated
sites because of ‘in combination’ effects between the Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plan at this
stage.

SECTION C - OVERALL CONCLUSION

A draft Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA)
Screening exercise has been undertaken for the Husthwaite Neighbourhood Plan by Husthwaite
Parish Council and confirmed by North Yorkshire Council. The screening process concludes that a
SEA and HRA are not required for the emerging Husthwaite Neighbourhood Development Plan.
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Appendix 1

Environmental Baseline: Husthwaite NDP

Ecology/Biodiversity

Special Area of None in Parish Defra MAGIC | No designated Zone of
Conservation Map Influence identified.
Closest SACS: Local Council
e North York Moors Mapping Review policies through HRA
National Park SAC | Natural screening as precaution.
(11.3km) England
e Strensall Common
SAC (15.4km)
Special Protection None in Parish or within 20 Defra MAGIC
Area km of Parish Map
Natural
England
Ramsar Site None in Parish or within
20km of Parish
Site of Special None in Parish. Defra MAGIC | Husthwaite Village is not in the
Scientific Interest (inc Map Impact Risk Zone for any
sites designated for Closest SSSI: SSSI. The western edge of the
geodiversity) e East Moor, Pilmoor | Natural Parish just falls within the
(3.9km) England Impact Risk Zone for East
e Snape Hill, Kilburn Moor, Pilmoor SSSI. This
(2.6km) means consultation required
with NE for specified
infrastructure proposals -
aviation and large scale
livestock operations. No further
action needed.
National Nature None in Parish Local Council | Review policies through SEA
Reserve Mapping screening
Closest is Duncombe Park Natural
(9.9 km) England
Local Nature Reserve | None in Parish Local Council
Mapping
Closest is Clifton Backies
(18.6km)
County Wildlife North Yorkshire Nature Local Council | Review policies through SEA
Sites/Local NRS Sites | Recovery Strategy identifies | Mapping screening
the corridor of land either
side of Ings Beck as Area of
Potential Significance - see
Local Landscape Character

1 Note that distances from Parish have been calculated by reference to the closest point of the Parish, wherever
located, to the closest point of the site in question. Distances from Husthwaite village, where new development most
likely to be located, would in all cases be greater than stated.
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Assessment (LLCA) for
further information.

Biodiversity Action Various habitats in Parish Local Council | Review policies through SEA
Plan Habitat fall into general categories Mapping screening

described in Hambleton

Biodiversity Action Plan

(2002) but no specific sites

identified.

Landscape

National Landscapes Part of Parish falls within the | Local Council | Review policies through SEA

Howardian Hills National Mapping screening

Landscape (HHNL)

The North York Moors
National Park (NYMNP) lies
1.4km to the north of the
Parish.

The whole Parish falls within
the 3.5km Visual Sensitivity
Zone around the NYMNP
and HHNL set by the York
North Yorkshire Waste and
Minerals Plan.

Heritage/Historic Environment

World Heritage Site None Local Council | N/A
Mapping
Conservation Area Husthwaite Conservation Local Council | Review policies through SEA
Area is in Husthwaite Mapping screening
village, at the north of the [HERS]
Parish. Historic
England
Scheduled None Local Council | N/A
Monuments Mapping
[HERS]
Registered Parks and | None Historic N/A
Gardens England
Listed Buildings 10 listed buildings in Parish, | Local Council | Review policies through SEA
all in Husthwaite village. Mapping screening
[HERS]
Historic
England

Natural Resources

Air Quality None Local Council | For context
Management Area Mapping
Agricultural Land Farmland in Parish is mix of | Local Council | For context
Classification Grade 2 and Grade 3. Mapping
Flooding and drainage | Husthwaite village - main Local Council | Review policies through SEA
issue is surface water and Mapping screening
drainage management Environment
Agency
Wider Parish -
watercourses, low-lying land
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and drainage pathways
require careful
consideration.
Coastal Vulnerability N/A Local Council | N/A
Zone Mapping
Environment
Agency
Mineral Safeguarding | N/A Local Council | N/A
Mapping
Landfill N/A Local Council | N/A
Mapping
10
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Appendix 2:

Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004

SCHEDULE 1 Regulations 9(2)(a) and 10(4)(a)

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING THE LIKELY
SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT

1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to—

(a) the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other activities,
either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by allocating resources;

(b) the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes including
those in a hierarchy;

(c) the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental considerations in
particular with a view to promoting sustainable development;

(d) environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme; and

(e) the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community legislation on the
environment (for example, plans and programmes linked to waste management or water
protection).

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular, to—
(a) the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects;
(b) the cumulative nature of the effects;
(c) the transboundary nature of the effects;
(d) the risks to human health or the environment (for example, due to accidents);
(e) the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the population likely
to be affected);
(f) the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to—
(i) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage;
(i) exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values; or
(iii) intensive land-use; and
(g) the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or international
protection status.
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Appendix 3:

Consideration of the Husthwaite Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan against
Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations

Criteria for determining the likely
significance of effects on the
environment (Schedule 1)

Likely to have
significant
environmental
effects

Consideration of effects

1 (a) the degree to which the plan
or programme sets a framework
for projects and other activities,
either with regard to the location,
nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating
resources

1 (b) the degree to which the plan
or programme influences other
plans and programmes including
those in a hierarchy

1 (c) the relevance of the plan or
programme for the integration of
environmental considerations in
particular with a view to
promoting sustainable
development

1 (d) environmental problems
relevant to the plan or programme

1 (e) the relevance of the plan or
programme for the
implementation of Community
legislation on the environment
(for example, plans and
programmes linked to waste
management or water protection)
2 (a) the probability, duration,
frequency and reversibility of the
effects;

No

No

No

No

No

No

The Husthwaite Neighbourhood Development
Plan (NP) will set a policy framework for the
determination of planning applications for
future development projects in the
neighbourhood plan area. It is in conformity
with the adopted Local Plan (Hambleton).
Once made (adopted) the NP will become
part of the North Yorkshire Development
Plan.

A neighbourhood plan is only able to provide
policies for the area it covers. These policies
need to have regard to national policy and be
in general conformity with the Hambleton
Local Plan 2022 — 2036

The NP seeks to have a positive impact on
local environmental assets with an emphasis
on the protection and enhancement of the
public realm, green spaces and historic
buildings and the policies throughout the NP
are designed to help achieve this. The
achievement of sustainable development is
one of the basic conditions to be met by the
NP and is at the heart of the plan’s vision and
aims.

It is not considered that there are any
particular environmental problems relevant to
the NP. The proposed aims and objectives for
the NP are not expected to have a negative
environmental impact. The NP seeks to
protect the natural and historic environment of
Husthwaite Parish.

The NP is in conformity with the adopted
Local Plan and therefore seeks to ensure that
any development does not create problems
related to drainage or sewage.

It does not propose any specific plans or
programmes linked to waste management or
water protection.

The NP provides a framework for guiding

development but does not specifically allocate
land for development. It is expected that
some development will occur during the
duration of the NP within the area therefore
an element of environmental change will take
place. However, the NP policies are
designed to encourage new development that
is sustainable and has the least negative and
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Criteria for determining the likely
significance of effects on the
environment (Schedule 1)

Likely to have

significant

environmental

Consideration of effects

effects
greatest positive environmental impacts. The
draft policies do not propose development
beyond that supported by adopted Local Plan
policies.
2 (b) the cumulative nature of the  No The NP does not allocate any sites for
effects; development and the main aim of the plan is
to provide a framework for guiding
development. There are unlikely to be
significant impacts on the local environment.
The effects of the NP need to be considered
alongside the Hambleton Local Plan 2022-
2036 which it is required to be in general
conformity with. It is not considered that the
NP introduces additional effects over and
above those already considered in the
Sustainability Appraisal for the Local Plan.

2 (c) the transboundary nature of  No The NP and the policies within are unlikely to

the effects; have a significant impact beyond the
Neighbourhood Plan Area boundary.

2 (d) the risks to human health or No No obvious risks have been identified. The

the environment (for example, NP seeks to promote well-being and health,

due to accidents); by protecting and enhancing open spaces,
sport and leisure facilities.

2 (e) the magnitude and spatial No The NP is concerned with development within

extent of the effects (geographical the Neighbourhood Plan Area which is

area and size of the population Husthwaite Parish. The potential for

likely to be affected); environmental impacts are likely to be limited,

minimal and local.

2 (f) the value and vulnerability of No The HNDP is unlikely to adversely affect the

the area likely to be affected due value and vulnerability of the area in relation

t_°— ) o to its special natural characteristics or cultural

(i) special natura! characteristics heritage. The policies within the plan seek to
or cultural heritage; . .

(ii) exceeded environmental provide greater protection for the chgracter of
quality standards or limit the area. The NP does not allocate sites, as
values; or such there are unlikely to be any intensive

(iii) intensive land-use land-use concerns.

(g) the effects on areas or No Although the neighbourhood area is partly

landscapes which have a
recognised national, Community
or international protection status.

within the Howardian Hills National
Landscape, it is not considered that the draft
policies in the NP will adversely affect areas
or landscapes which have a recognised
national, community or international
protection status as they do not allocate land
for development or propose development at
levels beyond that supported by adopted
Local Plan policies. In addition, draft policies
seek to protect the landscape, improve the
design quality of development and protect
heritage assets. The approach is considered
in conformity with strategic local plan policies
and the HHNL has approved the NP.
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Appendix 4:

Consideration of Likely Significant Effects on Habitats Sites of draft Husthwaite
Neighbourhood Development Plan

NDP Policy

Policy Intention

Potential Likely Significant Effect (LSE)

Policy 1- General
Design Principles

To ensure that new residential
development functions well, is safe,
accessible, visually considerate and
supports community needs whilst
addressing local concerns and meets
both current and future needs

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy provides high quality design
criteria for new development proposals.
This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out.

Policy 2 — Heritage
Design &
Distinctiveness

[note this is based
on Reg 14 version]

To ensure that new proposals draw their
design inspiration from the local historic
context and thereby fit well within
existing character and form. To ensure
that the impact of development on
heritage and architectural assets is
effectively mitigated and encourage
opportunities to reverse harm to local
character.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy provides details of the
conditions development proposals
should follow to ensure the rural and
historic character of the village and its
surroundings are respected. This policy
does not allocate any residential or
employment development with linking
impact pathways to Habitats Sites.
Overall, this policy will not result in LSEs
on Habitats Sites and is screened out.

Policy 3- Non-
Designated
Heritage Assets

To safeguard locally valued heritage
assets by ensuring development
respects their significance setting and
contribution to local character.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy outlines local heritage assets
that will be protected from development
proposals that would affect them. This
policy does not allocate any residential
or employment development with linking
impact pathways to Habitats Sites.
Overall, this policy will not result in LSEs
on Habitats Sites and is screened out.

Policy 4 -Signage,
Advertising and
Street Furniture

To ensure that all signage, advertising
and street furniture requiring planning
permission are sensitively designed and
appropriately located as to protect and
enhance the character accessibility and
visual quality of the public realm.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy also seeks to protect the local
historic character. This policy does not
allocate any residential or employment
development with linking impact
pathways to Habitats Sites.

Overall, this policy will not result in LSEs
on Habitats Sites and is screened out.

Policy 5-
Responding to
Local Landscape
Character

To ensure that the design and
landscaping of any new development
reflect, contribute to and where
appropriate enhance landscape
character in accordance with the LLCA
thereby preserving the distinctive rural
character of the area.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy provides details of the
conditions development proposals
should follow to ensure the rural
character of the parish is respected.
This policy does not allocate any
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residential or employment development

with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened

out.

Policy 6 — Views To preserve the scenic quality and rural No Likely Significant Effects.
and Vista character of the area, while allowing
development that respects and enhances | This policy provides details of the
the visual experience of residents and conditions development proposals
visitors. should follow to ensure the rural
character of the village and its
surroundings are respected.
This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out.
Policy 7 — To ensure that development supports No Likely Significant Effects.

Biodiversity and
Green
Infrastructure

long term nature recovery, strengthens
ecological networks and creates a more
sustainable, resilient and attractive place
for people and wildlife.

This policy protects the network of green
infrastructure and promotes biodiversity
net gain.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out.

Policy 8 — Trees
Woodlands and

To ensure that trees, woodland and
hedgerows are protected and enhanced,

No Likely Significant Effects

Hedgerows ensuring they continue to support This policy encourages development
biodiversity and climate resilience and proposals to incorporate trees,
contribute to the character of the area. hedgerows and woodlands into

landscape planning. This policy does not
allocate any residential or employment
development with linking impact
pathways to Habitats Sites. Overall, this
policy will not result in LSEs on Habitats
Sites and is screened out.

Policy 9 — To ensure development carefully No Likely Significant Effects.

Tranquillity and consider the impact of noise and light on

Dark Skies rural character, biodiversity and the This policy describes the conditions that

wellbeing of people and wildlife.

development proposals should meet in
regard to protecting dark skies and
tranquillity.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out.
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Policy 10 — New
Housing
Development

To guide sustainable development to
appropriate locations ensuring that
growth meets local needs, remains
proportionate to local services and
infrastructure whilst conserving the
distinctive local character of the area.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy sets conditions for
development of housing and encourages
provision of affordable housing in
accordance with the Local Plan.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out.

Policy 11 — To help ensure that new development No Likely Significant Effects.
Housing Mix contributes to the provision of multi-
generational housing solutions which will | This policy provides criteria for new
promote the development of a balanced | housing to secure appropriate mix that
and sustainable community. meets local needs in accordance with
the Local Plan.
This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out
Policy 12 — To support community led local housing No Likely Significant Effects.

Community Led,
Self and Custom
Build Housing

initiatives that help address affordable
housing needs

This policy provides details of the
conditions community led local housing
initiatives proposals should follow.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 13 — Small
Business
Development

To encourage environmentally
appropriate and sustainable business
activity at an appropriate scale, enable
the extension of existing enterprises and
support the development of community
services that contribute to local services
and a thriving, resilient rural economy

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy encourages the provision of
local employment spaces under certain
conditions.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 14 —
Supporting Home
Based Businesses
and Working from
Home

To support the growth in home working
so that its social, economic and
environmental benefits are realised in the
area whilst ensuring there are no
unacceptable impacts on residential
amenity.

No Likely Significant Effects

This policy supports the growth in home
working so that its social, economic and
environmental benefits are realized in
the Parish under certain conditions.
This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
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with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened

out

Policy 15 — Farm
Business
Diversification and
Rural Tourism

To encourage sustainable farm
diversification and rural tourism initiatives
that respond positively to the local
economy whilst safeguarding community
wellbeing and protecting the rural
environment.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy encourages sustainable farm
diversification and rural tourism
initiatives that positively contribute to the
local economy under certain conditions.
This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 16 —
Protection and
Enhancement of
Community
Facilities

To ensure that existing facilities are
retained and enhanced to support the
existing community and meet future
community needs.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy encourages the
improvement, retention and addition of
community facilities. This policy does not
allocate any residential or employment
development with linking impact
pathways to Habitats Sites. Overall, this
policy will not result in LSEs on Habitats
Sites and is screened out

Policy 17 —
Protection and
Enhancement of
Open Space and
Recreation

To ensure the provision and preservation
of recreational and open space facilities
that meet the current and future needs of
residents, guide and prioritise public
sector investments in both new and
existing amenities and support
community led and commercial initiatives
that enhance opportunities for healthy
active lifestyles.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy ensures the provision and
preservation of recreational and open
space facilities that meet the needs of
current and future residents.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 18 — Local
Green Space

To identify and protect the key green
spaces of local significance.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy designates and encourages
the protection of Local Green Spaces.
This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 19 -Open
Area of Local
Significance

To safeguard the distinctive large green
area by protecting the openness, rural
character and historic landscape setting
that define the village and sense of
space

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy encourages development
proposals to protect the historic and
natural landscape of the Parish.
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This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 20 —
Sustainable
Design and Low
Carbon Heat

To ensure that all new development
contributes meaningfully to the climate
change emergency response by
protecting high standards of sustainable
design construction and resource
management.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy provides measures for the
provision of energy efficient buildings in
new developments and retrofitting low
carbon heating and cooling solutions to
existing buildings as part of any
redevelopment.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 21-
Renewable Energy
Generation

To support appropriate small scale
renewable energy regeneration in the
area while safeguarding sensitive
landscapes biodiversity, heritage assets
and residential amenity.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy provides support for small-
scale renewable energy generation
under certain conditions.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 22 — Local
Energy Storage

To encourage small scale local battery
storage supporting renewable energy
generation and distribution in ways that
are not environmentally harmful

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy supports small-scale local
battery storage supporting renewable
energy generation under certain
conditions.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 23 —
Transition From Oil
and Bottle Gas
Heating

To support the transition of existing
buildings, particularly traditional and
heritage properties from oil and bottle
gas heating to sustainable low carbon
alternatives in line with national
decarbonisation targets and local climate
goals.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy supports the transition of
existing buildings, particularly traditional
and heritage properties from oil and
bottle gas heating to sustainable low
carbon alternatives. This policy does not
allocate any residential or employment
development with linking impact
pathways to Habitats Sites. Overall, this
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policy will not result in LSEs on Habitats
Sites and is screened out

Policy 24 —
Sustainable
Drainage

To ensure sustainable drainage
arrangements are utilised wherever
possible.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy states that development
proposals must provide sustainable
water management and efficiency.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 25 — Natural
Flood
Management
Solutions

To ensure natural flood management
arrangements are utilised wherever
possible.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy supports measures to
manage flooding outside of
development.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 26 —
Resilient Sewage
and Drainage

To ensure new development does not
exacerbate drainage or sewage issues
and is carefully managed to protect the

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy states that development

Infrastructure natural environment and infrastructure proposals must provide sustainable
capacity and ensure resilience in the water management and efficiency.
face of climate change This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out
Policy 27- To ensure new development supports a No Likely Significant Effects.
Sustainable safe, accessible, sustainable transport
Access and network, reduces reliance on private cars | This policy states that development
Transport and promotes active travel and road proposals will be supported where they
safety for all users contribute to a safe, inclusive, and
sustainable transport network for all
users.
This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out
Policy 28- To ensure that the existing network of No Likely Significant Effects.
Footways, footways, pedestrian links and rights of

Pedestrian Links
Public Rights of
Way

way are not harmed by development and
are enhanced where possible.

This policy encourages development
proposals that improve or provide
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infrastructure for pedestrians, cyclists
and horse riders.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out

Policy 29 - Digital
Infrastructure,
Resilience and
Investment

To ensure robust reliable and resilient
broadband and digital communication
infrastructure capable of meeting
growing needs of residents and
businesses. To mitigate risks associated
with digital dependency by promoting
proactive measures to ensure continuous
communication through power outages
and emergencies while avoiding harm to
landscape and character.

No Likely Significant Effects.

This policy supports proposals that will
improve digital or mobile connectivity, or
that will provide energy storage solutions
within the parish in the event of power
outages.

This policy does not allocate any
residential or employment development
with linking impact pathways to Habitats
Sites. Overall, this policy will not result in
LSEs on Habitats Sites and is screened
out
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