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HUSTHWAITE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN - BASIC CONDITIONS 

STATEMENT 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Husthwaite Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (Husthwaite Parish NDP)  has been 

prepared by Husthwaite Parish Council (HPC), a qualifying body, for the Husthwaite Parish Neighbourhood 

Area as designated by North Yorkshire Council (NYC) on 10 January 2023. 

1.2   HPC,  as the qualifying body, must show that the  Husthwaite Parish NDP meets the relevant legal 

requirements and basic conditions.  This statement has been prepared by HPC to accompany its submission 

to NYC  of the Husthwaite Parish NDP  pursuant to Regulation 15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General ) 

Regulations 2012 ( the Regulations ) (as amended) and explains how the Husthwaite Parish NDP satisfies 

paragraph 8 of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, as amended.  

1.3 This statement sets out the Basic Conditions and all other legal requirements  that neighbourhood 

plans are required to comply with then summarises how all these requirements are met, including  a policy 

by policy analysis.  

1.4  It  is considered by HPC  that the Husthwaite Parish NDP complies with the relevant legal 

requirements and meets the basic conditions. 

 

2. LEGAL REQUIREMENTS - OVERVIEW 

2.1 Paragraph 8(1) of Schedule 4B of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) identifies 

the basic conditions that the draft neighbourhood development plan (NDP)  must comply with.  Paragraph 

8(1) states that the Independent Examiner (the Examiner) must consider: 

(a) Whether the NDP meets the Basic Conditions.  This is the core test of any examination. The Examiner 

evaluates the plan against the statutory "Basic Conditions" set out in Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B (and 

subsequent amendments) - see Section 3 below.   

(b) Whether the NDP is in compliance with provisions under sections 61E(2), 61J and 61L (Section 38C(5)(b) 

of the 2004 Act converts these references into Sections 38A and 38B of the 2004 Act) regarding the legal 

validity of the submission including: 

● Section 38A: Was the NDP initiated by a legally authorized Qualifying Body (a designated Parish 

Council or Neighbourhood Forum)? 

● Section 38B: Does the NDP contain only valid land-use planning policies? Does it avoid "excluded 

development" (such as minerals, waste, or NSIPs)? Does it relate to only one designated 

neighbourhood area? 

(c) Whether any period specified under Section 38B(1)(a) is appropriate including: 

● The Examiner must verify that the NDP explicitly states the period for which it is to have effect. 

(d) Whether the referendum area should extend because the policy implications of the NDP  are so 

significant to adjacent communities that the voting area should be widened beyond the parish boundary. 

(e) Such other matters as may be prescribed including: 
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● A check of procedural compliance, ensuring that all mandatory legal documentation has been 

submitted, including the Consultation Statement, the map of the designated area, and the 

appropriate environmental screenings under Regulations 32 and 33 and Schedule 2 of the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended); 

● Additional basic conditions as set out in para (g) of section 3.3 below.  

2.2  Changes were introduced via Sections 98 and 99 of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023 

(LURA). They officially came into force on 25 March 2026 under The Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 

2023 (Commencement No. 11 and Saving and Transitional Provisions) Regulations 2026. These are 

additional legal requirements that the Examiner must consider under paragraph 8(1)(b). They include: 

● the requirement that, so far as appropriate, the NDP must be designed to contribute to climate 

change mitigation and adaptation;  

● the NDP must take account of any relevant Local Nature Recovery Strategy; and 

● the NDP must not include anything outside the permitted scope, or be inconsistent with, or in 

substance repeat, any National Development Management Policy. 

At the time of drafting, no National Development Management Policies have been issued so this 

requirement is not considered any further.   

The Commencement No. 11 Regulations include a transitional buffer to the effect that for ‘local 

development plans’ formally submitted to the Local Planning Authority before 31 December 2026 the pre-

existing legal requirements and basic conditions technically apply under former provisions.   However, it is 

not clear whether this provision applies to neighbourhood plans as opposed to local plans and NYC has 

advised that their view is that it does not apply.  Therefore, as a precautionary measure, this Statement 

addresses conformity in relation to both pre-existing and new legal requirements as set out further below.  

 

3. THE BASIC CONDITIONS  

3.1 A NDP meets the statutory Basic Conditions if it complies with the requirements set out in 

Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended and applied to 

NDPs  by Section 38C of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004) and later amended by LURA.  

3.2 The Basic Conditions (pre-existing and new) are: 

● Condition (a): National Policy: The NDP must have regard to national policies and advice contained 

in guidance issued by the Secretary of State. 

● Condition (d): Sustainable Development: The making of the NDP contributes to the achievement of 

sustainable development. 

● Condition (e): the making of the order is in general conformity with the strategic policies contained 

in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any part of that area).  

● Condition (ea)1: Housing Non-Diminution: The making of the NDP would not result in the 

development plan for the area of the local planning authority (North Yorkshire Council) proposing 

that less housing is provided by means of development taking place in that area than if the NDP 

were not to be made.  

                                                            
1 Note that new Condition (ea) replaces Condition (e). 
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● Condition (f): Assimilated Law [EU Obligations and Convention rights]: the making of the NDP does 

not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, assimilated obligations and Convention rights within 

the meaning of the Human Rights Act 1998. 

● Condition (fa)2: Environmental Outcomes: Any requirements imposed in relation to the plan by or 

under Part 6 of the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023 (Environmental Outcomes Reports) 

have been complied with.  

● Condition (g): Prescribed Conditions: Prescribed conditions are met in relation to the NDP and 

prescribed matters have been complied with.  There are two prescribed conditions: 

❖ Government’s Planning Practice Guidance states that Regulations 32 and 33 and Schedule 2 

of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, as amended, prescribe an 

additional basic condition for NPDs  that “the making of the neighbourhood plan does not 

breach the requirements of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2017”. This requires the qualifying body to demonstrate via screening 

documentation (and an appropriate assessment if required) that the NDP is not likely to 

have a significant effect on a European site (either alone or in combination with other plans 

or projects). 

❖ Paragraph 15(1)(e) of The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as 

amended) states that the submission of a NDP to the local planning authority must include: 

(e)(i) an environmental report prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3) of 

Regulation 12 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 

2004; or 

(e)(ii) where it has been determined under Regulation 9(1) of those Regulations that the 

plan proposal or the modification proposal is unlikely to have significant environmental 

effects (and accordingly does not require an environmental assessment), a statement of 

reasons for the determination. 

  

4. MAKING AND SCOPE OF THE HUSTHWAITE PARISH NDP 

4.1 As noted above Husthwaite Parish Neighbourhood Area was designated by North Yorkshire Council 

(NYC) on 10 January 2023 and HPC is the qualifying body for these purposes. 

4.2 The policies set out in the Husthwaite Parish NDP relate to the development and use of land in the 

designated Husthwaite Neighbourhood Area only.  

4.3 The Husthwaite Parish NDP does not contain policies relating to excluded development in 

accordance with the Regulations.  

4.4 The plan period of the Husthwaite Parish NDP runs from 2025 to 2036.   

4.5 A map of the designated neighbourhood area to which the Husthwaite Parish NDP applies is 

included in the draft Plan.   A comprehensive Consultation Statement has been submitted with the draft 

Plan.   

 

                                                            
2 Note new condition (fa) is an additional provision - it does not replace (f) which remains extant. 
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5. CLIMATE CHANGE AND NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY  

5.1 The NDP has been prepared with a clear focus on sustainability and the environment, including 

mitigation of climate change and support for the emerging North  Yorkshire Nature Recovery Strategy.   The 

Table in Appendix 1 provides a summary of how each of the proposed Husthwaite Parish NDP policies 

conforms with these new requirements.  

 

6. CONFORMITY WITH NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY  

6.1   The NDP has been prepared with regard to national policies as set out in the National Planning 

Policy Framework 2024 (NPPF) . Although we recognise that a draft NPPF has been released for 

consultation, this draft NDP has been prepared for submission for examination before the new draft NPPF 

is adopted.   Table 2 Appendix 2 of this document provides a summary of how each of the proposed 

Husthwaite Parish NDP policies conform with the relevant parts of the NPPF  

 

7. CONFORMITY WITH LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

7.1 It is recognised that, if the amendments made by LURA are applied,  the Hushthwaite Parish NDP 

no longer also needs to conform with the strategic policies of the Local Plan, and instead must not result in 

the development plan proposing less housing than would be provided if the plan were not made.   This 

requirement is addressed at Section 9 below.  For completeness (and as a precaution in case the pre-

existing requirements still apply under the transitional arrangements), compliance with the relevant 

policies of the Local Plan has also been evidenced.  

7.2 The local development plan is the Hambleton Local Plan (HLP ) which was adopted in February  

2022.  Following local government reorganization, the Hambleton Local Plan remains the statutory 

development plan for Husthwaite Parish until a new North Yorkshire Local Plan is adopted.   HLP Policy S4 

expressly requires Neighbourhood Plans to be in general conformity with the following strategic policies: 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6, S7, EG1, EG3, HG1, HG3, E1, IC1, IC3, and RM2.    The Table in Appendix 2  sets out 

how each of the proposed Husthwaite Parish NDP policies conform with these  strategic policies (other 

than those not relevant to the neighbourhood plan area e.g. S6 which applies to the York Green Belt only).  

Other relevant non-strategic HLP policies are also listed for completeness. 

 

8.  CONTRIBUTION TO ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  

8.1 A neighbourhood plan  is required to help to achieve sustainable development .  This statement will 

demonstrate how the Husthwaite Parish NDP will contribute to improvements in environmental, economic 

and social conditions . (There is no legal requirement for a neighbourhood plan to have a sustainability 

appraisal )  

8.2 The NDP works within the strategic parameters set by HLP. The NDP supports appropriate levels of 

housing and small-scale economic development that would help and maintain a sustainable thriving parish , 

focussing on local priorities including sustainability, design, affordable housing, community infrastructure, 

small scale economic activity and small scale renewable energy. 

8.3  The Table at Appendix 3 demonstrates how the policies of the NDP contribute to the delivery of 

sustainable development in terms of the three overarching objectives set out in the NPPF - economic, social 

and environmental. 
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9. NEW BASIC CONDITIONS  

9.1  As noted above, Sections 98 and 99 LURA introduced changes to the neighbourhood planning legal 

framework. Section 99 introduced two new basic conditions:   

 

● Environmental Outcomes; at the time of drafting, the Environmental Outcomes Report framework 

is not yet fully in place.  Environmental Outcome Reports are expected to be introduced by the end 

of 2027.  Until then, compliance is demonstrated via the Strategic Environmental Assessment 

framework  (see Section 10 below).   

● Impact on Housing:  It is considered by HPC that the making of the Husthwaite Parish NDP will not 

result in NYC providing less housing than would have been provided if the NDP did not exist.   The 

HLP  does not provide Husthwaite with a housing figure to contribute to the housing requirement 

for the local authority.   NYC advised that the council would not set a housing requirement, 

reflecting the position set out in HLP policy S4.    The Husthwaite Parish NDP complies with the 

expectation set out by NYC that neighbourhood plans should identify and address  local 

requirements .This is embedded in the Housing Needs Assessment prepared by AECOM as part of 

the plan preparation and in the content of policies 11, 12 and 13 of the Husthwaite Parish NDP.    

The Table in Appendix 1 sets out how each of the proposed Husthwaite Parish NDP policies is in 

conformity with this new basic condition. 

 

10.  ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND HABITATS REGULATIONS 

20.1  A neighbourhood plan must be legally compliant and must satisfy the relevant Basic Conditions, 

including those relating to environmental assessment and habitats protection. 

10.2  The key requirements are: 

● the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, which require a 

Strategic Environmental Assessment where the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant 

environmental effects; and 

● the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, as amended, which require 

consideration of whether the making of the neighbourhood plan would be likely to have a 

significant effect on a protected habitats site, either alone or in combination with other plans or 

projects.  

10.3 A screening assessment for SEA/HRA, which concludes that no assessment is required,  has been 

completed by NYC and sent to relevant authorities for consultation.    

 

11.  HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 

11.1  The Husthwaite Parish NDP has regard to the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed under 

the European Convention on Human Rights and complies with the Human Rights Act. In particular: 

● The overall purpose of the Husthwaite Parish NDP is to improve the quality of life for 

people living and working within the neighbourhood plan area from an environmental, 

social and economic perspective. 
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● The Husthwaite Parish NDP has been prepared in response to consultation feedback and 

and extensive range of evidence including a Housing Needs Assessment . 

● The Husthwaite Parish NDP  policies have been reviewed to ensure that they do not 

discriminate against or disadvantage any particular or potentially vulnerable group or 

protected characteristic.   

● The Husthwaite Parish NDP has been prepared having regard to the need to eliminate 

discrimination , to advance equality of opportunity and to foster good relations between 

persons who have a protected characteristic and those who do not.   

11.2 The report included at Appendix 4 is HPC’s Equalities Impact Assessment in relation to the 

Husthwaite Parish NDP policies. 

 

12. CONCLUSION 

12.1 It  is considered by Husthwaite Parish Council  that the Husthwaite Parish NDP complies with all 

relevant legal requirements and meets all the basic conditions.    

12.2 Husthwaite Parish Council will continue to monitor compliance as part of its oversight of the 

Husthwaite Parish NDP. 
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APPENDIX 1 – HUSTHWAITE PARISH NPD - ASSESSMENT OF CONFORMITY WITH 

NEW LURA REQUIREMENTS  

The NDP has been reviewed in light of the amended Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990 provisions. 

The NDP contains land-use planning policies that relate to the development and use of land within the neighbourhood 

plan area. It does not include matters outside the statutory scope of a neighbourhood development plan.  

The NDP has been prepared with due regard to climate change mitigation and adaptation.This is reflected in policies 

addressing sustainable design, landscape, green infrastructure, biodiversity, flood risk, active travel and efficient use 

of resources. 

The NDP has taken account of relevant nature recovery considerations including the role of local habitats, 

green infrastructure and ecological networks and supports the delivery of nature recovery at a local level. It 

refers specifically to the recently published North Yorkshire and York Local Nature Recovery Strategy’ 

(LNRS)  which indicates that part of the neighbourhood plan area is an Area of Potential Importance.   

Policy Climate change 
response 

Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy response 

Housing Basic 
Condition response 

Policy 1, General 
Design Principles 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation and 
adaptation by requiring 
development to follow 
sustainable design 
principles, respond to 
site conditions, and be 
resilient to future 
environmental change. 

Indirectly, the policy can 
support nature recovery 
where design proposals 
incorporate green 
infrastructure, planting, 
permeability and 
landscape sensitive 
layouts. 

No, the policy manages 
the quality and design of 
development rather than 
restricting the amount of 
housing. It does not 
reduce the ability of the 
development plan to 
provide housing in the 
neighbourhood area. 

Policy 2, Heritage, 
Local Character 
and the 
Husthwaite 
Design Code 

Indirectly, the policy 
supports the sensitive 
adaptation of buildings 
and places, including 
design approaches that 
can improve longevity, 
resource efficiency and 
resilience while 
respecting local 
character. 

Indirectly, the policy 
may support nature 
recovery where 
character, boundary 
treatments, landscape 
structure and green 
infrastructure form part 
of the design response. 

No, the policy does not 
prevent housing 
development. It requires 
housing proposals to 
respond positively to 
heritage, character and 
the Design Code. 

Policy 3, Non-
Designated 
Heritage Assets 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy is principally 
concerned with 
heritage protection, but 
it may support 
sustainable re-use and 
adaptation of existing 
buildings where this is 
compatible with their 
significance. 

Neutral, the policy is not 
directly concerned with 
nature recovery, 
although proposals 
affecting heritage assets 
may still need to 
respond to wider 
biodiversity and green 
infrastructure policies. 

No, the policy does not 
prevent housing 
development. It requires 
proportionate 
consideration of non-
designated heritage 
assets and their setting. 

Policy 4, Signage, 
Advertising and 
Street Furniture 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy is mainly 
concerned with visual 
amenity and local 
character, although 
well-designed lighting 
and street furniture can 
reduce energy use and 
avoid unnecessary 
environmental effects. 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy is not a nature 
recovery policy, but 
sensitive design and 
lighting can avoid harm 
to habitats and species. 

No, the policy has no 
effect on the amount of 
housing proposed. 
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Policy Climate change 
response 

Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy response 

Housing Basic 
Condition response 

Policy 5, 
Responding to 
Local Landscape 
Character 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
adaptation by requiring 
development to 
respond to landform, 
land cover, settlement 
pattern, landscape 
management and 
future environmental 
pressures. 

Yes, the policy supports 
nature recovery by 
requiring consideration 
of landscape features, 
woodland, hedgerows, 
field patterns and 
biodiversity as part of 
the landscape 
response. 

No, the policy does not 
reduce housing 
provision. It requires 
development, including 
housing, to be located 
and designed in a way 
that responds to local 
landscape character. 

Policy 6, Views 
and Vistas 

Indirectly, the policy 
supports climate 
adaptation where it 
helps retain open 
landscape structure, 
green gaps and visual 
relationships that 
contribute to local 
environmental quality. 

Indirectly, protected 
view corridors and 
landscape features may 
also support green 
infrastructure, habitat 
connectivity and the 
wider setting of natural 
assets. 

No, the policy does not 
prevent housing 
development. It manages 
the siting, scale and 
design of development 
where important views or 
visual relationships may 
be affected. 

Policy 7, Open 
Area of Local 
Significance 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
adaptation by 
protecting locally 
important open land 
that contributes to 
landscape resilience, 
settlement form and 
environmental quality. 

Yes, the policy can 
support nature recovery 
where the protected 
open areas contribute to 
habitat value, green 
infrastructure, 
landscape connectivity 
or opportunities for 
enhancement. 

No, the policy does not 
impose a blanket 
prohibition on housing. It 
requires development 
affecting the OALS to 
satisfy specific criteria 
and does not prevent the 
wider delivery of 
sustainable housing in 
accordance with the 
development plan. 

Policy 8, 
Biodiversity and 
Green 
Infrastructure 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
adaptation through 
green infrastructure, 
biodiversity 
enhancement and 
nature based 
approaches that can 
improve resilience to 
heat, flood risk and 
ecological change. 

Yes, the policy directly 
takes account of the 
North Yorkshire Local 
Nature Recovery 
Strategy by requiring 
proposals to have 
regard to relevant 
priorities, opportunities 
and measures for 
nature recovery. 

No, the policy does not 
reduce housing 
provision. It requires 
housing and other 
development to integrate 
biodiversity and green 
infrastructure measures. 

Policy 9, Trees, 
Woodlands and 
Hedgerows 
 
 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation and 
adaptation by 
protecting and 
enhancing trees, 
woodland and 
hedgerows, which can 
contribute to carbon 
storage, shading, water 
management and 
landscape resilience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, the policy supports 
nature recovery by 
protecting and 
enhancing habitat 
networks, native 
planting, hedgerows, 
woodland and 
associated species. 

No, the policy does not 
prevent housing 
development. It requires 
development to avoid or 
mitigate harm to 
important trees, 
woodland and 
hedgerows and to secure 
appropriate 
enhancement. 
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Policy Climate change 
response 

Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy response 

Housing Basic 
Condition response 

Policy 10, 
Tranquillity and 
Dark Skies 

Yes, the policy 
supports energy 
efficient lighting and 
reduces unnecessary 
light spill, which can 
contribute to lower 
energy use and 
reduced environmental 
impact. 

Yes, the policy supports 
nature recovery by 
reducing disturbance to 
light sensitive species 
and habitats, including 
bats, birds and 
nocturnal wildlife. 

No, the policy does not 
reduce housing 
provision. It requires 
lighting and design 
measures to protect 
tranquillity, dark skies 
and sensitive receptors. 

Policy 11, New 
Housing 
Development 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation by directing 
new housing towards 
sustainable locations, 
previously developed 
land and the 
conversion of suitable 
existing buildings, 
where appropriate. 

Indirectly, the policy 
requires housing 
proposals to avoid 
unacceptable harm, and 
it should operate 
alongside the Plan’s 
biodiversity, landscape 
and green infrastructure 
policies. 

No, the policy positively 
supports new housing in 
appropriate locations and 
does not result in less 
housing being proposed 
for the area than would 
be the case without the 
NDP. 

Policy 12, 
Housing Mix 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy is principally 
concerned with 
meeting housing 
needs, but a better 
matched housing stock 
can support more 
efficient use of land 
and existing 
infrastructure. 

Neutral, the policy is not 
directly concerned with 
nature recovery. 

No, the policy supports 
housing delivery by 
encouraging a mix of 
homes that responds to 
local needs. It affects the 
type and size of housing, 
not the overall level of 
provision. 

Policy 13, Other 
Routes to 
Affordable Home 
Ownership 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy is primarily 
concerned with 
affordability and local 
housing need. 

Neutral, the policy is not 
directly concerned with 
nature recovery. 

No, the policy supports 
additional housing 
routes, including 
community led and 
affordable home 
ownership models, and 
therefore does not 
reduce housing 
provision. 

Policy 14, Small 
Business 
Development 

Yes, the policy can 
support climate 
mitigation by enabling 
local employment 
opportunities, reducing 
the need for longer 
commuting journeys 
and supporting the 
vitality of the village 
economy. 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy is not principally 
concerned with nature 
recovery, but proposals 
remain subject to the 
Plan’s landscape, 
biodiversity and green 
infrastructure policies. 

No, the policy concerns 
employment 
development and does 
not reduce the ability of 
the development plan to 
provide housing. 

Policy 15, 
Supporting Home 
Based 
Businesses and 
Working from 
Home 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation by enabling 
home working and 
small scale local 
enterprise, which can 
reduce commuting and 
associated emissions. 

Neutral, the policy is not 
directly concerned with 
nature recovery. 

No, the policy does not 
affect the amount of 
housing proposed. It 
supports compatible 
employment uses within 
or alongside residential 
properties. 
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Policy Climate change 
response 

Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy response 

Housing Basic 
Condition response 

Policy 16, Farm 
Business 
Diversification and 
Rural Tourism 

Indirectly, the policy 
can support climate 
mitigation where it 
enables the re-use of 
existing rural buildings, 
local enterprise and 
reduced need for 
longer distance travel. 

Indirectly, the policy can 
support nature recovery 
where diversification 
proposals protect 
landscape character, 
biodiversity and green 
infrastructure, and 
where enhancement is 
secured through other 
Plan policies. 

No, the policy relates to 
rural enterprise and 
tourism. It does not 
reduce housing provision 
in the neighbourhood 
area. 

Policy 17, 
Protection and 
Enhancement of 
Community 
Facilities 

Indirectly, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation by helping 
retain local services 
and facilities, reducing 
the need to travel to 
meet day to day needs. 

Neutral to indirect, 
enhancement of 
community facilities may 
provide opportunities for 
planting, green 
infrastructure and 
biodiversity 
improvements, but this 
is not the policy’s main 
purpose. 

No, the policy protects 
community infrastructure 
and does not reduce 
housing provision. 

Policy 18, 
Protection and 
Enhancement of 
Open Space and 
Recreation 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
adaptation by 
protecting open spaces 
that can contribute to 
cooling, surface water 
management, health 
and environmental 
resilience. 

Yes, where open 
spaces also provide or 
can be enhanced to 
provide biodiversity, 
habitat connectivity and 
green infrastructure 
benefits. 

No, the policy protects 
valued open space and 
recreation assets. It does 
not prevent the delivery 
of housing requirements 
across appropriate sites 
in the neighbourhood 
area. 

Policy 19, Local 
Green Space 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
adaptation by 
protecting locally 
important green spaces 
that contribute to 
environmental quality, 
cooling, surface water 
management and 
community resilience. 

Yes, the policy can 
support nature recovery 
where Local Green 
Spaces contribute to 
biodiversity, habitat 
connectivity, trees, 
grassland, hedgerows 
or other green 
infrastructure. 

No, the identified Local 
Green Spaces are 
demonstrably special 
and are not relied upon 
for housing delivery. The 
policy does not reduce 
the amount of housing 
proposed by the 
development plan. 

Policy 20, 
Sustainable 
Design and Low 
Carbon Heat 

Yes, the policy directly 
supports climate 
mitigation and 
adaptation through 
sustainable design, 
energy efficiency, low 
carbon heat and 
resilience measures. 

Indirectly, the policy 
may support nature 
recovery where 
sustainable design 
incorporates green 
infrastructure, water 
management, planting 
and biodiversity 
enhancement. 

No, the policy manages 
the environmental 
performance of 
development and does 
not restrict the amount of 
housing that may be 
delivered. 

Policy 21, 
Renewable 
Energy 
Generation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, the policy directly 
supports climate 
mitigation by enabling 
appropriately located 
renewable energy 
generation. 

Indirectly, the policy 
requires environmental 
effects to be managed 
and can support nature 
recovery where 
schemes incorporate 
biodiversity 
enhancement and 
sensitive land 
management. 

No, the policy concerns 
renewable energy 
development and does 
not reduce housing 
provision. 
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Policy Climate change 
response 

Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy response 

Housing Basic 
Condition response 

Policy 22, Local 
Energy Storage 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation by enabling 
energy storage 
infrastructure that can 
help balance 
renewable energy 
supply and demand. 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy is not directly 
concerned with nature 
recovery, but proposals 
must still avoid harm to 
biodiversity and may 
provide opportunities for 
enhancement. 

No, the policy concerns 
energy infrastructure and 
does not reduce housing 
provision. 

Policy 23, 
Transition from Oil 
and Bottled Gas 
Heating 

Yes, the policy directly 
supports climate 
mitigation by 
encouraging transition 
away from fossil fuel 
heating towards lower 
carbon alternatives. 

Neutral, the policy is not 
directly concerned with 
nature recovery. 

No, the policy supports 
energy transition 
measures and does not 
affect the amount of 
housing proposed. 

Policy 24, 
Sustainable 
Drainage 

Yes, the policy directly 
supports climate 
adaptation by requiring 
sustainable drainage 
and improved 
management of 
surface water, 
including in response 
to more intense rainfall 
events. 

Yes, where SuDS are 
designed as 
multifunctional green 
infrastructure, they can 
support biodiversity, 
habitat creation and 
nature recovery. 

No, the policy does not 
reduce housing 
provision. It requires 
development to manage 
surface water 
sustainably. 

Policy 25, Natural 
Flood 
Management 
Solutions 

Yes, the policy directly 
supports climate 
adaptation by 
encouraging natural 
flood management and 
measures that slow, 
store and filter water. 

Yes, the policy supports 
nature recovery by 
encouraging nature 
based solutions that can 
create or enhance 
habitats and strengthen 
green and blue 
infrastructure. 

No, the policy supports 
flood resilience and 
environmental 
enhancement. It does 
not prevent the delivery 
of housing in appropriate 
locations. 

Policy 26, 
Resilient Sewage 
and Drainage 
Infrastructure 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
adaptation by requiring 
development to take 
account of drainage 
capacity and 
infrastructure 
resilience, particularly 
in response to 
increased rainfall and 
flood risk. 

Indirectly, the policy 
may support nature 
recovery by reducing 
pollution risks and 
protecting water quality, 
although it is primarily 
an infrastructure policy. 

No, the policy does not 
reduce housing 
provision. It requires 
development to 
demonstrate that 
adequate and resilient 
drainage infrastructure 
can be provided. 

Policy 27, 
Sustainable 
Access and 
Transport 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation by 
encouraging walking, 
cycling, public transport 
and reduced 
dependence on private 
car journeys where 
practicable. 

Neutral to indirect, the 
policy may support 
nature recovery where 
access improvements 
incorporate green 
infrastructure, verge 
protection, planting or 
habitat connectivity. 

No, the policy does not 
reduce housing 
provision. It manages 
access and movement 
requirements for 
development. 

Policy 28, 
Footways, 
Pedestrian Links 

Yes, the policy 
supports climate 
mitigation by 
encouraging active 

Yes, where routes 
function as green 
corridors or are 
enhanced through 

No, the policy supports 
improved connectivity 
and does not prevent the 
delivery of housing. 
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and Public Rights 
of Way 

travel and reducing 
reliance on short car 
trips. 

planting, habitat links 
and sensitive 
management. 

Policy Climate change 
response 

Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy response 

Housing Basic 
Condition response 

Policy 29, Digital 
Infrastructure, 
Resilience and 
Investment 

Yes, indirectly, by 
supporting digital 
connectivity, home 
working and reduced 
need for some 
journeys. 

Neutral, the policy is not 
directly concerned  

No, the policy supports 
improved connectivity 
and does not prevent the 
delivery of housing 
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APPENDIX 2 – HUSTHWAITE PARISH NPD - ASSESSMENT OF CONFORMITY WITH 

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY (AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICIES) 

 

 

NDP Policy  Relevant NPPF Core 
principle or 
paragraph  

Relevant HLP 
policy  

Notes on conformity  

Policy 1- General 
Design Principles  

Achieving well – 
designed places  
 
NPPF 131 

S1, E1 and E2  Policy 1(1)  sets out general design principles 
which are informed by the National Design 
Guide and the Husthwaite Design Code 
(2025). The policy accords with the NPPF 
requirement for  high quality beautiful 
sustainable buildings and places and for good 
design. Policy 1(2) accords with HLP E1 and 
E2 by providing for new development to 
include a high standard of amenity for both 
new  and existing occupiers. 

Policy 2 – Heritage, 
Local Character and 
the Husthwaite 
Design Code  

Conserving and 
enhancing the historic 
environment. 
 
Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment   
 
Achieving well – 
designed places . 
 
NPPF 203, 187, 131-
133 

S1, S7, E7 , E5  NPPF 132 /133 encourages NDPs to set out 
a clear design vision reflecting local 
character, aspirations  and design 
preferences . Policy 2 supports development 
which follows the Design Guide to help 
ensure new development functions well, is 
visually attractive, is sympathetic to local 
character and creates 
safe ,accessible ,inclusive places. The 
Design Code and Policy 2 support the 
conservation requirements of HLP S7 and 
E5 . 

Policy 3- Non 
Designated Heritage 
Assets  

Conserving and 
enhancing the historic 
environment  
 
NPPF 
202,203,205,209,212, 
216, 217, 218 

S1, S7, E5 Policy 3 reflects the NPPF emphasis on the 
importance of conserving heritage assets and 
the requirement of HLP E5 for impacts on 
heritage assets to be assessed and 
addressed . 

Policy 4 - Signage, 
Advertising and 
Street Furniture  

Achieving well-
designed places  
 
Conserving and 
enhancing the historic 
environment  
 
NPPF 131, 203 

S1,E1 Policy 4 accords with the HLP objective of 
promoting good quality design and thereby to 
protect the area’s natural and historic assets 
in order to reinforce local identity, character 
and distinctiveness. 

Policy 5- 
Responding to Local 
Landscape 
Character  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment  
 
NPPF 187 

S1, S5, E6, E7 Policy 5 supports the requirement in NPPF 
187 for planning decisions to contribute to 
protecting and enhancing valued landscapes. 
Policy 5(1) supports proposals which respond 
positively to landscape characteristics 
identified in the LLCA.  Policy 5(2) reflects the 
vision of HLP S1, S5,  E6 and E7 in relation 
to proposals within or adjoining the HHNL 
and the CA. 
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NDP Policy  Relevant NPPF Core 
principle or 
paragraph  

Relevant HLP 
policy  

Notes on conformity  

Policy 6 – Views and 
Vista  

 Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment. 
 
Conserving and 
enhancing the historic 
environment NPPF 
187,189, 207 

S1, S5, S7, E5, 
E6, E7 

Policy 6 seeks to preserve and enhance the 
scenic rural nature of the area and the setting 
of heritage assets by considering the impact 
of proposals on key views in line with NPPF 
and HLP policies. 

Policy 7* -Open 
Area of Local 
Significance  
 
*Note that this was 
Policy 19 in the Reg 
14 consultation 
version  

Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment. 
 
Conserving and 
enhancing the historic 
environment  
 
Promoting healthy and 
safe communities  
 
NPPF 96, 98,101, 
187,189, 207 

S1, S5, S7,  IC3, 
E5, E7  

Policy 7 seeks to protect central green 
spaces including public rights of way that are 
of particular importance to the local 
community due to their heritage significance, 
environmental quality, local distinctiveness 
and landscape setting whilst permitting 
development which avoids unacceptable 
harms.The policy is in conformity with the 
HLP approach to settlement form, 
countryside character landscape impact , 
heritage assets and design quality. It aligns 
closely with the core principle in NPPF 174 
which encourages planning policies to 
contribute to and enhance the natural and 
local environment  by protecting and 
enhancing valued landscapes.The policy has 
been drafted positively to set out what forms 
of development will be supported in the policy 
area. 

Policy 8 –
Biodiversity and 
Green Infrastructure  

Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment. 
 
Meeting the challenge 
of climate change . 
 
NPPF 174, 179, 
192,193 

S1, S5, E3, E4  Policy 8 seeks to safeguard and enhance the 
network of green infrastructure in order to 
support long term nature recovery and create 
a more resilient place for wildlife.  The policy 
requires proposals to consider habitat 
impacts and to achieve biodiversity net gains.  
This is in conformity with NPPF and HLP 
policies and the Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy.  

Policy 9 – Trees 
Woodlands and 
Hedgerows  

Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment. 
 
Meeting the challenge 
of climate change . 
 
NPPF 187, 193  

S1, S5, E4,E7  Policy 9 seeks to protect trees and 
hedgerows and to encourage new planting to 
support rural character, biodiversity and 
climate resilience.  

Policy 10 – 
Tranquillity and Dark 
Skies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conserving and 
enhancing the natural 
environment. 
 
NPPF 
187,189,198b,198c 

S1, S2, E7  Policy 10 seeks to protect and enhance the 
quality of dark skies and to minimise the 
impact on the landscape and tranquil 
character of the area.  
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NDP Policy  Relevant NPPF Core 
principle or 
paragraph  

Relevant HLP 
policy  

Notes on conformity  

Policy 11 – New 
Housing 
Development  

Delivering a sufficient 
supply of homes . 
 
Making effective use 
of land. 
 
Promoting affordable 
housing in rural areas.  
 
NPPF para 61-64, 66, 
82,124,129 

S1, S2, S3, S5, 
HG3,  HG4, 
HG5, 

Policy 11 (together with Policies 12 and 13)  
seeks to encourage affordable housing 
provision which will deliver evidenced need 
and provide significant benefits to the 
community. NPPF emphasises that 
development should follow a sustainable 
pattern meeting local needs while aligning 
growth with environmental and infrastructure 
improvements .  In rural areas, housing 
should be located where it will enhance the 
vitality of rural communities.  

Policy 12 – Housing 
Mix 

Delivering a sufficient 
supply of homes. 
Making effective use 
of land. 
 
NPPF para 71 

 S1, HG2, HG3 Policy 12 recognises the importance given in 
the NPPF to providing a sufficient variety of 
housing to meet different needs.  The policy 
also aligns with HG2 which requires new 
development to contribute to the creation of 
sustainable and inclusive communities by 
offering a mix of homes. 

Policy 13 – Other 
Routes to Affordable 
Home Ownership 

Delivering a sufficient 
supply of homes. 
Making effective use 
of land. 
 
NPPF para 76 

 S1, S2, HG2, 
HG3 

Policy 13 supports the NPPF and HG2 
principles of providing other routes to home 
ownership to help address affordable housing 
requirements. 

Policy 14 – Small 
Business 
Development  

Building a strong 
competitive economy  
 
NPPF 85-89 

S1, EG3, EG7, 
EG8 

Policy 14 supports the NPPF objectives of 
sustainable growth for rural businesses 
including through the conversion of existing 
buildings . 

Policy 15 – 
Supporting Home 
Based Businesses 
and Working from 
Home  
 

Building a strong 
competitive economy  
 
NPPF 85-89 

S1, EG1 Policy 15 seeks to encourage sustainable 
economic growth within the area. 

Policy 16 – Farm 
Business 
Diversification and 
Rural Tourism  

Building a strong 
competitive economy 
NPPF  
85-89 

S1, EG8, S3  Policy 16 supports the diversification of 
agricultural business through sustainable 
rural enterprise. 

Policy 17 – 
Protection and 
Enhancement of 
Community Facilities  

Promoting healthy and 
safe communities  
 
NPPF 96,  
98,101,103-5 

S1,IC1, IC3 Policy 17 supports the role community 
facilities have in fostering healthy vibrant and 
inclusive communities. 

Policy 18 – 
Protection and 
Enhancement of 
Open Space and 
Recreation  
 

Promoting healthy and 
safe communities – 
Open Space and 
Recreation  
 
NPPF 96, 98b, 103, 
104 , 105 

S1,IC3 Policy 17 protects the role open space and 
recreation areas have in promoting healthy 
inclusive communities. 

Policy 19 – Local 
Green Space  

Promoting Healthy 
and Safe communities 
– Open Space and 
Recreation  
 
NPPF 106, 107 , 108  

S1, IC3 Policy 18 reflects the NPPF and local plan 
provision for designation of green areas of 
particular importance and designates five 
small areas within Husthwaite village that 
meet the specified criteria. 
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NDP Policy  Relevant NPPF Core 
principle or 
paragraph  

Relevant HLP 
policy  

Notes on conformity  

Policy 20 – 
Sustainable Design 
and Low Carbon 
Heat  

Meeting the challenge 
of climate change and 
flooding  
 
NPPF 162-169 

S1, E1, RM6 Policy 20 seeks to ensure that new 
development contributes to the climate 
emergency by promoting high standards of 
sustainable design, construction and 
resource management . 

Policy 21-
Renewable Energy 
Generation  

Meeting the challenge 
of climate change and 
flooding  
 
NPPF 161-169,187  

S1, S5 and RM6 Policy 21 supports small scale renewable 
energy generation whilst safeguarding 
sensitive landscapes and biodiversity in 
conformity with NPPF 187 and avoiding 
unacceptable harms to the countryside in 
conformity with HLP S1 and S5. 

Policy 22 – Local 
Energy Storage  

Meeting the challenge 
of climate change and 
flooding 
 
 NPPF162-169 

S1, S5 and RM6  
 

Policy 22 supports renewable energy 
generation and distribution in ways that are 
not environmentally harmful. 

Policy 23 – 
Transition From Oil 
and Bottle Gas 
Heating  

Meeting the challenge 
of climate change and 
flooding  
 
NPPF162-169 

S1, E1 and RM6 Policy 22 supports transition of existing 
buildings to sustainable energy in line with 
NPPF and local plan climate aspirations. 

Policy 24 – 
Sustainable 
Drainage  

Meeting the challenge 
of climate change and 
flooding 
 
NPPF162-170,182  

S1, IC1, RM1, 
RM3  

Policies 24-29  recognises the core NPPF 
and IC1 requirements for improved resilient 
infrastructure which promotes sustainable 
communities.  Policy 24  aligns with the 
NPPF and local plan policies  to safeguard 
resources and to promote sustainable 
drainage solutions. 

Policy 25 – Natural 
Flood Management 
Solutions  

Meeting the challenge 
of climate change and 
flooding 
 
NPPF162-170,181-2 

S1, RM1, RM2  Policy 26 encourages natural flood 
management solutions which mitigate flood 
risk and bring biodiversity and recreational 
benefits where possible . 

Policy 26 – Resilient 
Sewage and 
Drainage 
Infrastructure  

Meeting the challenge 
of climate change and 
flooding 
 
NPPF162-169  

S1, E1, RM1 , 
RM2, RM3 

Policy 27 promotes resilient drainage 
infrastructure which avoids harms to existing 
systems . 

Policy 27- 
Sustainable Access 
and Transport  

Promoting sustainable 
transport  
 
NPPF 89,109-
111,115,117 

S1, S3, E1,  IC2 Policy 28 seeks to ensure development 
supports safe, sustainable accessible 
transport networks in conformity with NPPF 
core principles and local plan IC2. 

Policy 28 - 
Footways , 
Pedestrian Links 
Public Rights of Way  

Promoting sustainable 
transport  
 
NPPF 109,115 ,117 

S1, E1, IC2 Policy 29 seeks to ensure the existing 
network of footways and links are respected 
by new development to promote sustainable 
travel modes. 

Policy 29 – Digital 
Infrastructure, 
Resilience and 
Investment  

Supporting high quality 
communications 
NPPF 119-121  

S1, E1, IC1 Policy 30 aligns with NPPF core principal of 
supporting communications and local plan policy 
requiring development to be supported by 
infrastructure delivery. 
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APPENDIX 3 - SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT OF HUSTHWAITE PARISH NDP POLICIES  

This table summarises the intention of the policies in the NDP and indicates how the policies 

contribute to the delivery of sustainable development in terms of the three overarching NPPF 

objectives – Economic, Social and Environmental 

 

NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 1 - General Design 
Principles  

To ensure that new residential 
development functions well, is 
safe, accessible, visually 
considerate and supports 
community needs whilst 
addressing local concerns and 
meets both current and future 
needs. 

ECONOMIC - Well designed 
new development supports the 
long term attractiveness of the 
area for residents and visitors. 
SOCIAL – Well designed and 
well-functioning development 
fosters community cohesion 
promoting wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL- Well 
planned development mitigates 

environmental harms.  
Policy 2 - Heritage, Local 
Character and the Husthwaite 
Design Code 

To ensure that new proposals 
draw their design inspiration 
from the local historic context 
and thereby fit well within 
existing character and form. To 
ensure that the impact of 
development on heritage and 
architectural assets is 
effectively mitigated and 
encourage opportunities to 
reverse harm to local 
character. 

ECONOMIC - More durable 
and attractive places which 
support  the local and visitor 
economy. 
SOCIAL - Higher quality, more 
acceptable development 
promotes  community  
wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL- 
Resource conscious, well 
integrated development that 
responds positively to its 
setting. 

Policy 3-Non Designated 
Heritage Assets  

To safeguard locally valued 
heritage assets by ensuring 
development respects their 
significance setting and 
contribution to local character . 

ECONOMIC - Heritage assets 
conserved in a way that 
supports long term 
attractiveness of the area and 
local economy. 
SOCIAL - Safeguarding 
heritage assets fosters stronger 
local identity, continuity and 
community pride. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - Protection 
of historic environmental 
assets.  

Policy 4 -Signage Advertising 
and Street Furniture  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To ensure that all signage, 
advertising and street furniture 
requiring planning permission 
are sensitively designed and 
appropriately located so as to 
protect and enhance the 
character accessibility and 
visual quality of the public 
realm . 

ECONOMIC - Protecting long 
term attractiveness of the area  
SOCIAL - Promoting local 
identity and wellbeing derived 
from sense of place  and 
community  pride. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Maintaining existing street 
furniture with discrete new 
additions avoids wastage . 
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NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 5- Responding to Local 
Landscape Character  

To ensure that the design and 
landscaping of any new 
development reflect, contribute 
to and where appropriate 
enhance landscape character 
in accordance with the LLCA 
thereby preserving the 
distinctive rural character of 
the area . 

ECONOMIC - Higher quality 
development which responds 
positively to local landscape 
character will support the local 
economy  . 
SOCIAL - Protection of the 
character of landscapes 
supports the well being of 
residents and visitors . 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Conservation and 
enhancement of local 
landscape.  

Policy 6 -Views and Vistas  To preserve  the scenic quality 
and rural character of the area, 
while allowing development 
that respects and enhances 
the visual experience of 
residents and visitors. 

ECONOMIC - Higher quality 
development which respond 
positively to local landscape 
character and preserve key 
historic assets  will support the 
local and tourist economy. 
SOCIAL - Protection of the 
character of landscapes 
promotes mental and physical 
well being for   
residents and visitors. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Conservation and 
enhancement of local 
landscape  . 

Policy 7- Open Area of Local 
Significance  

To safeguard the distinctive 
large green area by protecting 
the openness , rural character 
and historic landscape  setting 
that define the village and 
sense of space  

ECONOMIC - Safeguards 
landscape qualities that 
underpin attractiveness, long 
term place value and tourism. 
SOCIAL - Maintaining the 
valued identity of significant 
open areas,  protects the 
experience and wellbeing of 
residents and visitors. 
ENVIRONMENTAL – Embeds 
landscape character 
considerations in development, 
conserving and  enhancing 
where possible local, historic, 
visual and experiential 
qualities. 
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NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 8 - Biodiversity and 
Green Infrastructure  

To ensure that development 
supports long term nature 
recovery, strengthens 
ecological networks and 
creates a more sustainable, 
resilient and attractive place for 
people and wildlife. 

ECONOMIC - Reduction of 
infrastructure pressures, 
greater long term value for 
development. Creation of more 
sustainable development 
outcomes and reduction of 
future environmental costs . 
SOCIAL- Improvement of 
access to nature, health and 
well being and overall place 
quality. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Improvement of ecological 
connectivity, multi functional 
green networks . Measurable 
biodiversity enhancement and 
stronger ecological resilience. 

Policy 9 – Trees Woodlands 
and Hedgerows  

To ensure that trees, woodland 
and hedgerows are protected 
and enhanced, ensuring they 
continue to support biodiversity 
and climate resilience and 
contribute to the character of 
the area. 

ECONOMIC - Protection of 
existing trees and promotion of 
new planting supports local 
vitality, tourism  and visitor 
appeal. 
SOCIAL - Improved visual 
amenity, shade, shelter and 
sense of place promotes 
wellbeing and community spirit. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Promotes habitats, landscape 
structures, carbon storage and 
local distinctiveness. 

Policy 10 – Tranquillity and 
Dark Skies  

To ensure development 
carefully considers the impact 
of noise and light on rural 
character, biodiversity and the 
wellbeing of people and 
wildlife. 

ECONOMIC - Stronger place 
quality benefitting residents, 
visitors and dark sky related 
tourism. 
SOCIAL- Protection of 
tranquillity, rural character and 
night sky for the community, 
promotion of wellbeing for 
residents and visitors. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Protection of nocturnal habitats 
by monitoring and seeking to 
reduce light pollution. 

Policy 11 – New Housing 
Development 

To guide sustainable 
development to appropriate 
locations ensuring that growth 
meets local needs, remains 
proportionate to local services 
and infrastructure whilst 
conserving the distinctive local 
character of the area. 

ECONOMIC - Facilitates a  
clearer framework for 
investment and stronger local 
services supported by 
proportionate growth.  
SOCIAL-The delivery of 
sustainable new homes fosters 
strong cohesive balanced 
communities. 
ENVIRONMENTAL- growth 
focused in suitable locations 
with reduced harm to the 
countryside and stronger 
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protection for open space 
landscape and heritage. 

NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 12 - Housing Mix To help ensure that new 
development contributes to the 
provision of multi-generational 
housing solutions which will 
promote the development of a 
balanced and sustainable 
community. 

ECONOMIC - Facilitates  local 
labour retention and  boosts 
local spending power.  
SOCIAL - A better match 
between housing provision and 
local needs including smaller 
and affordable homes will help 
support a balanced, cohesive  
community and maintain the  
viability of the local school. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - more 
efficient use of land and 
resources through appropriately 
sized homes. 

Policy 13 – Other Routes to 
Affordable Home Ownership 

Supports community led local 
housing initiatives that help 
address  affordable housing 
needs  

ECONOMIC - Broadens 
housing supply routes, supports 
local builders and improves 
affordability through alternative 
delivery models. 
 SOCIAL- Fosters community 
cohesion by increasing  local 
influence over housing delivery 
and improving  provision for 
specific community needs. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Encourages efficient use of 
land and resources through 
small scale site responsive 
development. 

Policy 14 – Small Business 
Development  

To encourage environmentally 
appropriate and sustainable 
business activity at an 
appropriate scale, enable the 
extension of existing 
enterprises and support the 
development of community 
services that contribute to local 
services and a thriving, 
resilient rural economy.  

ECONOMIC - Promotes 
enterprise, business growth 
and service provision suited to 
local circumstances. 
SOCIAL - Improved access to 
local jobs and services 
promotes mental and physical 
well being for residents and 
reduces the strain of 
commuting to work. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - Promotes 
small scale business 
development suited to the 
setting and reduces  
unacceptable environmental 
harms.  
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NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 15 – Supporting Home 
Based Businesses and 
Working from Home  

To support the growth in home 
working so that its social, 
economic and environmental 
benefits are realised in the 
area whilst ensuring there are 
no unacceptable impacts on 
residential amenity .. 

ECONOMIC - Increased small 
scale enterprise, self 
employment and household 
income generation. 
SOCIAL- Supports more 
flexible livelihoods and 
promotes mental and physical 
wellbeing for homeworkers and 
their families. 
ENVIRONMENTAL -  Reduced 
commuting and associated 
emissions where work is 
undertaken locally. 

Policy 16 - Farm Business 
Diversification and Rural 
Tourism  

To encourage sustainable farm 
diversification and rural tourism 
initiatives that respond 
positively to the local economy 
whilst safeguarding community 
well being and protecting the 
rural environment. 

ECONOMIC - Broadens farm 
income streams and improves 
long term resilience of farms 
and the farming community. 
SOCIAL - Sustains rural 
communities through viable 
farms and related activity , 
promotes mental wellbeing 
amongst farming community. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Facilitates reuse of agricultural  
assets and diversification that 
respects local landscapes and 
habitats. 

Policy 17  – Protection and 
Enhancement of Community 
Facilities  

To ensure that existing 
facilities are retained and 
enhanced to support the 
existing community and meet 
future community needs. 

ECONOMIC - Provides 
stronger service base for 
residents and visitors. 
SOCIAL - Protects vital facilities 
and services, strengthens 
inclusion and community spirit, 
promotes mental and physical 
wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - Supports 
local facilities close to where 
people live reducing travel 
demand. 

Policy 18 – Protection and 
Enhancement of Open Space 
and Recreation  

To ensure the provision and 
preservation of recreational 
and open space facilities that 
meet the current and future 
needs of residents, guide and 
prioritise public sector 
investments in both new and 
existing amenities and support 
community led and commercial 
initiatives that enhance 
opportunities for healthy active 
lifestyles. 

ECONOMIC - Stronger 
recreation provision supports 
the local economy and place 
attractiveness for residents and 
visitors. 
SOCIAL - Better  recreation 
provision supports physical and 
mental wellbeing, quality of life 
and community cohesion. 
ENVIRONMENTAL- Protects 
and improves biodiversity, 
climate change. 
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NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 19 - Local Green Space  To identify and protect the key 
green spaces of local 
significance . 

ECONOMIC - Safeguards 
landscape qualities that 
underpin attractiveness, long 
term place value and 
encourage tourism. 
SOCIAL - Protects green areas 
for residents and visitors  
physical and mental wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - Protects 
important habitats and 
landscapes . 

Policy 20 -Sustainable Design 
and Low Carbon Heat  

To ensure that all new 
development contributes 
meaningfully to the climate 
change emergency response 
by protecting high standards of 
sustainable design 
construction and resource 
management. 

ECONOMIC - Reduced energy 
expenditure over time, more 
investment in low carbon 
construction and retrofitting. 
SOCIAL - Healthier , 
comfortable homes with lower 
running costs promote healthier 
living. 
ENVIRONMENTAL – Reduced 
carbon emissions, more climate 
resilient design, lower 
energy and water consumption. 
  

Policy 21 – Renewable Energy 
Generation  

To support appropriate small 
scale renewable energy 
regeneration in the area while 
safeguarding sensitive 
landscapes biodiversity , 
heritage assets and residential 
amenity. 

ECONOMIC – Increased 
investment in low carbon 
technology , retained value 
within the locality. 
 SOCIAL – Stronger community 
participation, local stewardship 
and shared benefits from 
energy projects promotes 
community strength and 
wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - Locally 
supported renewable 
generation and lower 
emissions. 

Policy 22 - Local Energy 
Storage  

To encourage small scale local 
battery storage supporting 
renewable energy generation 
and distribution in ways that 
are not environmentally 
harmful 

ECONOMIC - Increased 
renewable energy investment, 
stronger business continuity 
and sustainable stored energy. 
SOCIAL - Improved local 
energy resilience and more 
reliable low carbon supply 
promotes health and wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL – 
Increased renewable energy 
integration, less wasted 
generation and improved grid 
efficiency. 
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NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 23 – Transition from Oil 
and Bottle Gas Heating 

To support the transition of 
existing buildings, particularly 
traditional and heritage 
properties from oil and bottle 
gas heating to sustainable low 
carbon alternatives in line with 
national decarbonisation 
targets and local climate goals. 

ECONOMIC - Increased 
renewable energy investment . 
SOCIAL – Improved local 
energy resilience and more 
reliable low carbon energy 
supply promotes health and 
wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL – 
Increased sustainable energy 
creation and less emissions. 

Policy 24 – Sustainable 
Drainage  

To ensure sustainable 
drainage arrangements are 
utilised wherever possible. 

ECONOMIC - Reduced flood 
related costs and less pressure 
on drainage networks. 
SOCIAL - Lower flood risk for  
people and homes. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - Reduced 
surface water runoff, improved 
water management and 
enhanced water quality and 
biodiversity.  
  

Policy 25 – Natural Flood 
Management Solutions  

To ensure natural flood 
management arrangements 
are utilised wherever 
possible  . 

ECONOMIC - Lower flood 
damage costs and wider long 
term land management 
benefits. 
SOCIAL - Reduced flood risk, 
improved local environmental 
quality and stronger community 
resilience. 
ENVIRONMENTAL – Restored 
natural processes, improved 
habitats, greater capacity to 
slow and store water in the 
landscape. 

Policy 26 – Resilient Sewage 
and Drainage Infrastructure  

To ensure new development 
does not exacerbate drainage 
or sewage issues and is 
carefully managed to protect 
the natural environment and 
infrastructure capacity and 
ensure resilience in the face of 
climate change. 

ECONOMIC - Reduced flood 
related costs. 
SOCIAL- Lower flood risk for 
people and homes  promotes 
mental wellbeing and 
community resilience. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - 
Avoidance of flood and 
overflow harm to land and 
habitats. 

Policy 27 – Sustainable 
Access and Transport  

To ensure new development 
supports a safe, accessible, 
sustainable transport network, 
reduces reliance on private 
cars and promotes active 
travel and road safety for all 
users. 

ECONOMIC - Better access to 
services, increased 
opportunities for  local 
businesses and jobs through 
improved access and 
sustainable transport. 
 SOCIAL – Improved 
accessibility, safety and 
connectivity for residents and 
visitors. Active travel promotes 
healthy lifestyles and wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL - Lower 
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carbon emissions and better 
integrated movement patterns. 

NDP Policy                       Policy Intention  Economic, Social and 
Environmental Sustainable 
Development Outcomes   

Policy 28 – Footways , 
Pedestrian Links, Public Rights 
of Way  

To ensure that the existing 
network of footways, 
pedestrian links and rights of 
way are not harmed by 
development and are 
enhanced where possible. 

ECONOMIC - Better pedestrian 
connections supporting access 
to services, businesses and 
visitor routes. 
SOCIAL - Safer , healthier 
more inclusive and convenient 
access for residents and 
visitors ,promoting mental and 
physical wellbeing . 
ENVIRONMENTAL – Green 
movement corridors promote 
walking and  reduce emissions. 

Policy 29 – Digital 
Infrastructure, Resilience and 
Investment  

To ensure robust reliable and 
resilient broadband and digital 
communication infrastructure 
capable of meeting growing 
needs of residents and 
businesses . To mitigate risks 
associated with digital 
dependency by promoting 
proactive measures to ensure 
continuous communication 
through power outages and 
emergencies while avoiding 
harm to landscape and 
character. 

ECONOMIC - Better home 
working capacity, stronger 
business competitiveness and 
access to modern markets. 
SOCIAL - Improved digital 
inclusion and better access to 
services, information and 
remote meeting and working 
opportunities , promoting 
mental and physical wellbeing. 
ENVIRONMENTAL – Reduced 
travel emissions . 
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APPENDIX 4 – HUSTHWAITE PARISH NPD - Equality Impact Assessment by 

Husthwaite Parish Council 

1. Purpose of this assessment 

This Equality Impact Assessment considers whether the policies and proposals of the draft 

Husthwaite Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (HPNDP) could inadvertently discriminate 

against, disadvantage, or exclude any section of the Husthwaite community. 

The assessment has been prepared with regard to the protected characteristics identified in the 

Equality Act 2010, namely age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, 

pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation. It also considers 

Socio-economic inequality and rural isolation which are relevant to the Parish due to its rural 

nature. 

The assessment focuses on the likely equality effects of the HPNDP as a land-use planning 

document. It also records how the wording of policies has been framed and refined during the 

drafting process to avoid unintended exclusion, and to ensure that the Plan supports an inclusive, 

safe, accessible and resilient rural community. 

2. Summary data and equality profile 

The following table summarises the available local evidence relating to the protected 

characteristics identified in the Equality Act 2010. Parish-level data is not available for every 

characteristic, and in some cases national or regional proxy data has been used to indicate 

potential equality considerations. The purpose of this profile is not to assign fixed characteristics to 

individuals, but to identify where the policies and proposals of the HPNDP may need to take 

particular care to avoid unintended disadvantage. 

Characteristic / 

issue 

Data Profile / Where the NDP may need to avoid unintended 

disadvantage. 

Age Husthwaite has an older than average population. Around 18.7% of 

residents are aged 65 to 74, compared with 14.4% in Hambleton 

and 9.8% in England. Around 11.8% are aged 75 to 84, compared 

with 9.3% in Hambleton and 6.1% in England. A further 25.1% are 

aged 50 to 64. The parish also has a higher than average proportion 

of residents aged 10 to 19, but a very low proportion of children 

aged 0 to 4, at only 1.3%. 

Age is therefore a significant equality consideration, particularly in 

relation to accessible housing, safe movement, community facilities, 

play provision, social isolation, local services, digital inclusion and 

transport. 
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Characteristic / 

issue 

Data Profile / Where the NDP may need to avoid unintended 

disadvantage. 

Disability Around 16.5% of the population is disabled under the Equality Act. 

This is broadly comparable with Hambleton and England. In 

addition, a substantial proportion of residents have long-term 

physical or mental health conditions that may not limit day-to-day 

activities. 

Disability is therefore a key equality consideration for the NDP, 

especially in relation to accessible and adaptable homes, wheelchair 

accessible dwellings, safe footways, unobstructed public realm, 

access to open space, accessible community facilities, transport, 

parking, digital connectivity and flood resilience. 

Sex Females make up around 53.2% of the Husthwaite population, 

compared with 51.2% in Hambleton and 51% in England. The slight 

female skew is likely to reflect, at least in part, the older age profile 

of the parish. 

Relevant equality considerations include safety in the public realm, 

access to services, transport, caring responsibilities, access to 

flexible employment and home working, and the availability of 

housing suitable for single-person households and older residents. 

Marriage and civil 

partnership 

Nearly 60% of residents are married or in a registered civil 

partnership, compared with around 45% nationally. Around 24.4% of 

households are single-person households. The higher level of 

marriage and civil partnership, combined with an older age profile, 

suggests that the parish may include a significant number of older 

couples, widowed residents and residents living alone. 

Relevant NDP considerations include downsizing opportunities, 

accessible homes, social infrastructure, community facilities, open 

space, walking routes, local services and measures that help reduce 

isolation. 
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Characteristic / 

issue 

Data Profile / Where the NDP may need to avoid unintended 

disadvantage. 

Pregnancy and 

maternity 

No parish-level data is available for pregnancy and maternity. The 

very low proportion of children aged 0 to 4 in Husthwaite, at only 

1.3% of residents, suggests that numbers of pregnant residents, 

new parents and very young children are likely to be small at any 

one time. However, this should not be taken as meaning that 

pregnancy and maternity are irrelevant to the Plan. ONS data for 

2021 records 74,477 conceptions in Yorkshire and The Humber, 

with a conception rate of 71.5 per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44, 

effectively the same as the England rate. The latest ONS 2022 

bulletin also records the England conception rate as 71.5 per 1,000 

women aged 15 to 44. 

Relevant NDP considerations include safe pedestrian routes, 

access to play space, family-friendly community facilities, parking, 

access to services, and the ability of younger families to find suitable 

and affordable homes locally, 

Race and 

ethnicity 

Husthwaite is not ethnically diverse overall. Around 97.4% of 

residents are in the White ethnic group and around 98% identify as 

being from the UK. The parish is broadly in line with Hambleton in 

this respect, but less diverse than England as a whole. Although 

minority ethnic residents are likely to form a small proportion of the 

community, they should not be overlooked in consultation, 

community life or decision-making. 

Relevant NDP considerations include being inclusive in language, 

consultation methods and approach to community facilities. 

Religion or belief The parish has a Christian majority, with around 62.2% of residents 

describing themselves as Christian. Around 32.1% state that they 

have no religion. This indicates a community with both religious and 

non-religious residents, and potentially a small number of residents 

of other faiths or beliefs. 

Relevant NDP considerations include being neutral and inclusive, 

supporting community facilities and spaces in ways that do not 

favour one belief group over another, while recognising the heritage, 

community and social value of existing religious buildings and 

spaces. 
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Characteristic / 

issue 

Data Profile / Where the NDP may need to avoid unintended 

disadvantage. 

Sexual 

orientation 

No parish-level data is available. National survey evidence reported 

by Stonewall, drawing on Ipsos polling, indicates that around 84% of 

the population identify as straight, 5% as bisexual, 1% as 

pansexual, and around 7% as having a sexual orientation involving 

attraction to people of more than one gender. The proportion is 

higher among younger people, with only 71% of people born after 

1997 identifying as straight and 14% identifying as bi or pansexual. 

The reasonable assumption is that Husthwaite may include 

LGBTQ+ residents, even if they are not visible in parish-level 

statistics or consultation responses. 

Relevant NDP considerations include use of inclusive language and 

ensuring that community facilities, public spaces and consultation 

processes are welcoming to all residents. 

Gender 

reassignment 

No parish-level data is available. National evidence indicates that 

trans and gender diverse people form a small but important part of 

the wider population, with higher levels of identification among 

younger age groups. The small population of Husthwaite means that 

local numbers may be very low, but absence of local data should not 

be treated as absence of need. 

Relevant NDP considerations include avoidance of assumptions 

about household structure, family form or community identity, and 

should support safe, inclusive public spaces and community 

facilities. 

Socio-economic 

inequality and 

rural isolation 

Socio-economic disadvantage is not a protected characteristic under 

the Equality Act, but it is relevant to equality outcomes. Husthwaite 

has comparatively low measured household deprivation, with over 

half of households classified as not deprived in any measured 

dimension. However, rural isolation remains important. Fewer than 

4% of households have no vehicle, but this small group may be 

particularly vulnerable because services are beyond easy walking 

distance and public transport is limited. High car ownership may 

mask the needs of older people, disabled people, young people, 

lower-income households and carers who cannot drive or do not 

have regular access to a vehicle. 

Relevant NDP considerations include accessible housing, local 

facilities, footpaths, safe movement, digital infrastructure and 

opportunities to reduce dependence on the private car. 
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Characteristic / 

issue 

Data Profile / Where the NDP may need to avoid unintended 

disadvantage. 

Health, unpaid 

care and 

wellbeing 

Around 47% of residents rate their health as very good and 34% as 

good, while only a small proportion report bad or very bad health. 

Around 11% of residents provide some level of unpaid care, 

including a small group providing 50 or more hours a week. These 

figures are relevant to several protected characteristics, especially 

age, disability and sex, because caring responsibilities and health 

limitations can affect access to work, consultation, services, 

transport, recreation and community life. 

Relevant NDP considerations include home working, digital 

connectivity, accessible community facilities, safe walking routes, 

open space, adaptable housing and local services. 

Housing profile Husthwaite’s housing stock is dominated by detached and semi-

detached homes, with detached homes forming around 58.1% of 

accommodation and semi-detached homes around 29.7%. Terraced 

homes account for around 10.5%. This housing profile can limit 

choice for younger households, single people, older downsizers, 

disabled residents and lower-income households. 

Relevant NDP considerations include smaller homes, affordable 

housing, accessible and adaptable homes, and housing that 

enables people to remain in or return to the parish as their needs 

change. 

This equality profile indicates that the most significant local equality issues for the NDP are age, 

disability, rural isolation, housing choice, access to services, transport, digital connectivity and 

social participation. 

While the parish is relatively small and not highly diverse in statistical terms, the absence of local 

data for some protected characteristics, particularly sexual orientation, gender reassignment, 

pregnancy and maternity, and minority ethnic or faith groups, should not be taken as evidence that 

these groups are absent. 

3. Equality impact by policy area 

 

Policy area Potential Equality Impact NDP Mitigation Strategy 

Policy 1, General Design 

Principles 

Poorly designed 

development could 

disadvantage older people, 

disabled people, children, 

families with young children, 

and people with mobility or 

sensory impairments. Risks 

could arise from unsafe 

Policy wording has been 

framed to require safe, 

accessible and functional 

development. It requires 

positive relationships with 

public spaces, permeability 

and pedestrian safety, 

protection of privacy and 
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layouts, poor natural 

surveillance, inadequate 

pedestrian routes, 

insufficient outdoor space, 

and parking arrangements 

that obstruct movement. 

amenity, adequate private 

and communal outdoor 

space, and parking layouts 

that do not harm safety or 

the street scene. During 

drafting, the policy was 

shaped to recognise the 

needs of future as well as 

current occupiers, and to 

ensure that communal 

areas can support social 

interaction across age 

groups. 

Policy 2, Heritage, Local 

Character and the 

Husthwaite Design Code 

Heritage and design policies 

can sometimes create 

barriers if they are applied in 

a way that prevents 

adaptations for accessibility, 

energy efficiency, or 

changing household needs. 

There is also a risk that an 

overly rigid approach to 

local character could make 

it harder to deliver inclusive 

and adaptable homes. 

The policy allows 

contemporary or innovative 

design where it responds 

positively to local character, 

rather than requiring a 

narrow historic pastiche. 

Wording has been modified 

to allow justified departures 

from prevailing local 

characteristics where the 

result is of outstanding 

design quality and delivers a 

greater contribution to local 

distinctiveness, 

sustainability and overall 

design quality. This helps 

avoid design policy 

becoming a barrier to 

inclusive and accessible 

solutions. 

Policy 3, Non-Designated 

Heritage Assets 

Protection of local heritage 

could affect landowners or 

applicants where 

development affects historic 

features. There is no direct 

equality impact, but there is 

a possible indirect risk if 

heritage protection were 

applied without 

proportionality, for example 

to prevent reasonable 

adaptations to meet mobility 

or disability needs. 

The policy requires 

proportionate heritage 

assessment and mitigation 

rather than a blanket 

restriction on change. This 

allows heritage significance 

to be considered alongside 

other planning 

considerations, including 

accessibility and the need to 

adapt buildings or sites for 

changing community needs. 
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Policy area Potential Equality Impact NDP Mitigation Strategy 

Policy 4, Signage, 

Advertising and Street 

Furniture 

Poorly located signage and 

street furniture can obstruct 

pavements and pedestrian 

desire lines, 

disproportionately affecting 

disabled people, wheelchair 

users, people with visual 

impairments, older people, 

and parents or carers using 

pushchairs. 

The policy and associated 

public realm guidance 

specifically require sensitive 

siting, avoidance of clutter, 

compliance with national 

accessibility standards, and 

support for inclusive design 

principles. During drafting, 

accessibility and inclusivity 

were added as explicit 

public realm requirements 

so that heritage and visual 

quality are not pursued at 

the expense of safe 

movement. 

Policies 5, 6 and 7, 

Landscape Character, 

Views and Vistas and 

Open Area of Local 

Significance 

Landscape and view 

protection policies could 

potentially constrain some 

development locations, 

including housing or 

facilities. If applied inflexibly, 

this could indirectly affect 

younger households, older 

downsizers, or people 

needing accessible housing. 

The policies do not prevent 

development. They require 

proposals to be informed by 

landscape character and to 

avoid material harm to 

identified views. The use of 

proportionate assessment 

and screening criteria helps 

avoid excessive burdens on 

small-scale or low-impact 

development, including 

individual homes or modest 

community facilities. 

Policies 8, 9 and 10, 

Biodiversity, Green 

Infrastructure, Trees, 

Hedgerows, Tranquillity 

and Dark Skies 

These policies are mainly 

environmental, but they can 

have equality effects 

through health and 

wellbeing. Access to nature, 

reduced noise, good air 

quality, shade, dark skies 

and biodiversity all support 

mental and physical health, 

including for older people, 

children and people with 

health conditions. A 

possible risk is that lighting 

controls could reduce 

perceived safety if poorly 

applied. 

The policies have been 

drafted to balance 

environmental protection 

with human use and 

wellbeing. Lighting policy 

supports low-impact lighting 

where it is genuinely 

needed, using timers, 

dimmers, motion sensors 

and downward-facing 

lighting, rather than seeking 

absence of lighting in all 

circumstances. Green 

infrastructure policy 

recognises benefits for both 

people and wildlife. 
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Policy area Potential Equality Impact NDP Mitigation Strategy 

Policy 11, New Housing 

Development 

Housing location and scale 

can have equality impacts. 

Development that is isolated 

from village facilities may 

disadvantage people 

without access to a car, 

including some older 

people, younger people, 

lower-income households 

and disabled residents. 

Conversely, overly 

restrictive housing policy 

could reduce opportunities 

for households needing to 

remain in the parish. 

The policy directs housing 

to the built form of 

Husthwaite village and 

supports appropriate 

development adjacent to it, 

with a preference for 

affordable housing-led 

schemes. Wording has 

been shaped to require safe 

and convenient cycle and 

off-road pedestrian 

connectivity to key 

community facilities and 

services, helping residents 

of new development 

become physically and 

socially part of the existing 

community. 

Policy 12, Housing Mix A narrow housing mix 

dominated by larger market 

homes would disadvantage 

younger households, single 

people, lower-income 

households, older 

downsizers, and disabled 

residents needing adaptable 

accommodation. 

The policy directly mitigates 

this by prioritising smaller 

one to three bedroom 

homes, lifetime homes, 

M4(2) accessible and 

adaptable homes, M4(3) 

wheelchair accessible 

homes, and supported 

accommodation or extra 

care units for elderly and 

disabled people. Drafting 

has been modified to make 

the link between housing 

mix, affordability, 

accessibility and inclusive 

community outcomes 

explicit. 

Policy 13, Other Routes to 

Affordable Home 

Ownership 

Without controls, self-build 

or custom-build housing 

could become another form 

of open market housing, 

providing little benefit to 

local people in need. This 

could disadvantage younger 

households and lower-

income households seeking 

to remain in the parish. 

The policy supports 

community-led and 

affordable routes to home 

ownership, including self-

build and custom-build, 

where affordability, local 

connection, occupancy and 

anti-speculation controls are 

secured in perpetuity. 

Wording has been framed to 

ensure that such provision 

remains genuinely 
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affordable and locally 

beneficial. 

Policy area Potential Equality Impact NDP Mitigation Strategy 

Policy 13, Other Routes to 

Affordable Home 

Ownership 

Without controls, self-build 

or custom-build housing 

could become another form 

of open market housing, 

providing little benefit to 

local people in need. This 

could disadvantage younger 

households and lower-

income households seeking 

to remain in the parish. 

The policy supports 

community-led and 

affordable routes to home 

ownership, including self-

build and custom-build, 

where affordability, local 

connection, occupancy and 

anti-speculation controls are 

secured in perpetuity. 

Wording has been framed to 

ensure that such provision 

remains genuinely 

affordable and locally 

beneficial. 

Policies 14 and 15, Small 

Business Development 

and Home Working 

Employment policies could 

have positive effects by 

supporting people who need 

or prefer to work locally, 

including carers, disabled 

people, older workers, 

people with health 

conditions, and those 

without easy access to 

transport. Risks could arise 

where business activity 

affects neighbouring 

amenity through noise, 

traffic or disturbance. 

The policies support flexible, 

adaptable workspaces, 

live/work units and home-

based businesses, while 

requiring protection of 

residential amenity, traffic 

safety, utilities and local 

character. Policy 14 is 

particularly relevant to 

inclusion because it 

supports home working, 

which can widen 

participation in employment 

for people with caring 

responsibilities, mobility 

limitations or transport 

barriers. 
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Policy area Potential Equality Impact NDP Mitigation Strategy 

Policy 16, Farm Business 

Diversification and Rural 

Tourism 

Rural tourism and farm 

diversification can provide 

local employment and 

services, but poorly 

designed facilities could 

exclude disabled people or 

those with reduced mobility. 

Increased traffic, noise or 

visitor pressure could also 

affect older residents, 

disabled residents and 

households close to 

affected sites. 

The policy supports 

diversification and tourism 

where it is appropriately 

scaled and does not create 

significant noise, traffic, 

odour or other nuisance. It 

has been drafted to require 

tourism facilities and 

accommodation to be 

accessible to people with 

reduced mobility and other 

impairments, and to benefit 

both tourists and local 

residents. 
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Policy 17, Community 

Facilities 

Loss of community facilities 

would disproportionately 

affect residents who are 

less able to travel, including 

older people, young people, 

disabled people, people 

without access to a car, and 

lower-income households. 

Loss of social infrastructure 

could also increase 

isolation. 

The policy identifies 

important community 

facilities and resists loss 

unless Local Plan criteria 

are satisfied. It supports 

diversification and 

improvement of local 

services, including a 

community-led village shop 

within reasonable walking 

distance of residential 

areas, informal gathering 

spaces, and additional 

parking to enable outlying 

residents to access 

services. 

Policy 18, Open Space 

and Recreation 

Lack of accessible open 

space and recreation 

provision can disadvantage 

children, young people, 

older people, disabled 

people and those with 

limited private garden 

space. Play provision 

located only in one part of 

the village may create 

access issues for families 

elsewhere. 

The policy supports new 

play provision to the east of 

the village, enhancement of 

Low Street Recreation Area, 

allotments, community 

orchard or woodland, and 

improved links to the PRoW 

network. It specifically refers 

to provision being 

accessible to all, including 

people with disabilities, and 

to the Least Restrictive 

Access standard wherever 

possible. 

Policy area Potential Equality Impact NDP Mitigation Strategy 

Policy 19, Local Green 

Spaces 

Protection of valued green 

spaces is likely to have 

positive equality effects 

through health, wellbeing, 

recreation, social interaction 

and access to nature. There 

is a limited potential impact 

if land protection reduces 

development opportunities, 

but the designations are 

specific and locally justified. 

The policies protect spaces 

that contribute to community 

wellbeing, recreation, 

tranquillity, biodiversity and 

local character. Their scope 

is confined to defined areas, 

reducing the risk of 

disproportionate restriction 

on otherwise suitable 

development. 
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Policies 20 to 23, Climate 

Change, Low Carbon 

Heat, Renewable Energy, 

Energy Storage and 

Transition from Oil and 

Bottle Gas Heating 

Climate and energy policies 

can have positive equality 

impacts through reduced 

fuel poverty, improved 

thermal comfort and 

resilience. However, poorly 

framed requirements could 

impose costs that 

disadvantage lower-income 

households, older residents 

or people in hard-to-treat 

homes. Renewable energy 

infrastructure could also 

affect local amenity if poorly 

sited. 

The policies support 

sustainable design, low-

carbon heat, renewable 

energy, storage and 

transition away from oil and 

bottled gas, while requiring 

proposals to be appropriate 

to scale, character, amenity 

and landscape sensitivity. 

The wording supports 

transition rather than 

imposing unrealistic 

individual requirements, 

helping avoid 

disproportionate burdens on 

vulnerable households. 

Policies 24 to 26, 

Sustainable Drainage, 

Natural Flood 

Management and Sewage 

and Drainage 

Infrastructure 

Flooding, poor drainage and 

sewage problems can 

disproportionately affect 

older people, disabled 

people, young children, 

people with health 

conditions, and households 

less able to recover from 

property damage. 

These policies seek to 

prevent development 

increasing flood risk, 

promote SuDS and natural 

flood management, and 

require resilient sewage and 

drainage infrastructure. The 

mitigation is especially 

relevant to vulnerable 

households because it 

seeks to reduce physical 

risk, stress, disruption and 

health impacts associated 

with flooding and drainage 

failure. 

 

 

 

Policy area Potential Equality Impact NDP Mitigation Strategy 

Policy 27, Sustainable 

Access and Transport 

Poor transport access and 

unsafe roads can 

disadvantage people who 

do not drive, including 

young people, older people, 

disabled people, lower-

income households and 

those without access to a 

private vehicle. 

The policy supports safe 

access, sustainable travel, 

and development that 

avoids worsening traffic 

hazards. It links new 

development to pedestrian 

and cycle connectivity and 

supports improved public 

transport where achievable 

through planning. 



37 

HUSTHWAITE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN - BASIC CONDITIONS STATEMENT 

Policy 28, Footways, 

Pedestrian Links and 

Public Rights of Way 

Inadequate footways and 

poor pedestrian links can 

create exclusion for 

disabled people, wheelchair 

users, older residents, 

children, parents with 

pushchairs, and people 

without cars. 

The policy supports 

improvement of footways, 

pedestrian links and the 

PRoW network. It reinforces 

the Plan’s approach that 

new development should 

contribute to safer, more 

accessible movement 

around the village and into 

the countryside. 

Policy 29, Digital 

Infrastructure, Resilience 

and Investment 

Poor digital connectivity can 

exclude people from work, 

education, health services, 

public information and social 

contact. This may 

particularly affect older 

people, disabled residents, 

carers, home workers, 

young people, and those 

with limited transport 

options. 

The policy supports 

improved broadband and 

mobile connectivity. This 

mitigates digital exclusion 

and supports home working, 

access to services, social 

resilience and business 

activity. It is particularly 

important in a rural parish 

where physical access to 

services is limited. 

5. Policy wording and modifications during drafting 

During the drafting process, the HPNDP’s policies have been refined to reduce the risk of 

unintended exclusion or disadvantage. The main equality-related modifications and drafting 

choices are summarised below. 

First, the HPNDP now includes an explicit equalities statement at the start of the policies section, 

reminding users that the needs of groups with protected characteristics under the Equality Act 

2010 should be taken into account when applying the HPNDP. 

Second, design policies have been drafted so that local character and heritage are not treated as 

absolute barriers to accessibility, innovation or sustainability. Policies 1, 2 and 4 now address 

inclusive design, pedestrian safety, accessibility standards, public realm clutter, permeability, social 

interaction, communal outdoor space and the need for safe and legible layouts. 

Third, the housing policies have been shaped to address the specific risks of exclusion in a rural 

parish with an ageing profile, high car ownership but limited public transport, and limited smaller 

and affordable homes. Policies 11, 12 and 13 therefore support smaller homes, affordable 

housing-led development, adaptable and wheelchair accessible homes, supported 

accommodation, extra care provision, and community-led affordable housing models. 

Fourth, the rural economy policies have been framed to support home working, live/workspace and 

small-scale local enterprise. This helps groups who may face barriers to conventional commuting, 

including carers, disabled residents, older workers and people with limited transport choices. 

Fifth, the facilities and open space policies have been drafted to protect the community 

infrastructure that helps residents participate in village life. Policies 17 and 18 place emphasis on 

community facilities, local services, informal gathering spaces, recreation, play, open space, 

allotments, orchards, PRoW links and accessibility for disabled people. 
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Sixth, the climate, drainage, flood risk and infrastructure policies have been framed to support 

resilience without imposing unnecessary burdens on individual households. This is important 

because the effects of poor drainage, flood risk, fuel poverty and weak digital connectivity can fall 

more heavily on older residents, disabled people, low-income households, carers and people with 

health conditions. 

Overall, the HPNDP has been modified and refined so that its environmental, heritage and 

landscape objectives are balanced with social inclusion, access, housing choice, health and 

wellbeing. 

6. Consultation and engagement with marginalised or typically hard-to-reach groups 

The preparation of the HPNDP used a range of engagement methods intended to reduce barriers 

to participation. In a small rural parish, groups that may be harder to reach include older residents, 

disabled residents, people with limited mobility, people without reliable internet access, residents 

without private transport, younger people, working-age residents with limited time, home-based 

workers, local businesses, carers, families with children, and people who may not regularly attend 

Parish Council meetings. 

The Communications and Engagement Strategy was based on the principle that engagement 

should be continuous rather than a one-off event. It set out five engagement principles, to inform, 

consult, involve, collaborate and empower. The strategy also committed to making engagement 

easy to understand, analysing responses, sharing feedback, reviewing methods, and adapting the 

process where necessary. 

The preparation of the HPNDP included a mix of online and offline methods. The community 

survey was available through the GoCollaborate online platform, but paper copies were also 

distributed and returned. This was important in equality terms because it reduced the risk of 

excluding people without digital access, people less confident using online systems, and those who 

preferred a written response. Paper responses were uploaded to the online platform so that they 

formed part of the same evidence base as digital responses. 

Drop-in sessions and open community events were used at different stages of the process. These 

provided opportunities for residents to ask questions, discuss issues informally, and take part 

without needing to write a formal representation. This was particularly important for residents who 

might find written consultation documents difficult, who wanted clarification before responding, or 

who were less confident engaging with planning policy. 

Publicity used several channels, including leaflets, the village newsletter, the village website, social 

media, notices and public events. Using multiple channels helped reduce reliance on a single 

method and therefore reduced the risk of excluding those who do not use social media, those who 

do not regularly check the website, or those who are less likely to attend formal meetings. 

The engagement process also included targeted surveys of businesses and estate agents. This 

helped ensure that the HPNDP was informed not only by residents’ views but also by local 

economic evidence and housing market evidence. This is relevant to equality because 

employment, home working, housing affordability and the availability of smaller homes all affect 

whether different age groups, income groups and household types can continue to live and work in 

the parish. 

The Communications and Engagement Strategy also identified inclusive engagement as a specific 

objective. It referred to involving working people, people with disabilities, young people, older 

people, local businesses and community organisations. It also committed to equal opportunities, 

safeguarding, and risk assessment for events. 
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Regular event management arrangements in place at Husthwaite Village Hall helped reduce 

practical barriers to participation.  These include wheelchair-accessible entrances, circulation 

around displays, slips and trips, lighting, fire exits, first aid, staff presence and safe management of 

vehicles and deliveries. These measures are relevant to older people, disabled people, people with 

mobility difficulties, parents with pushchairs, and anyone who may feel less confident attending a 

public event.  Events were also repeated at different times/days of the week in order to facilitate 

attendance by workers, carers, older people and anyone with limited availability. 

The response rate indicates that the process achieved substantial community penetration. The 

Plan records 443 visitors to the online platform, 117 registered online respondents, 86 paper 

copies distributed, 41 paper responses received, 157 total responses, and an estimated response 

from 62% of current households. This indicates that the process reached well beyond the most 

regular participants in parish governance. 

No consultation method can guarantee that every protected group or hard-to-reach resident has 

participated. However, the combination of online engagement, hard-copy questionnaires, drop-in 

sessions, village-wide publicity, use of community venues, business engagement, stakeholder 

consultation, safeguarding commitments and risk-assessed events shows that reasonable and 

proportionate steps were taken to make the process accessible to the whole Husthwaite 

community. 

7. Conclusion 

No policy in the Husthwaite Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan is considered likely to 

have a direct adverse equality impact on people with protected characteristics. 

The Plan is likely to have a generally positive equality effect because it generates inclusive 

outcomes through accessible design, smaller and affordable homes, adaptable and wheelchair 

accessible housing, protection of community facilities, open space and recreation, safer pedestrian 

movement, rural employment and home working, digital connectivity, drainage resilience and 

protection of environmental assets that contribute to health and wellbeing. 

There are some areas where policies could have created unintended disadvantage if they had 

been drafted too narrowly, for example through over-protection of rural character at the expense of 

accessibility, or by supporting open space and countryside access without considering disabled 

users. These risks have been mitigated through policy wording that refers to accessibility, inclusive 

design, adaptable housing, reduced mobility, safe pedestrian links, digital inclusion and the needs 

of all users. 

The consultation process was designed to be inclusive and used a combination of digital, paper-

based, face-to-face and community-based methods. The use of paper surveys, drop-in events, 

multiple publicity channels, accessible venues, event risk assessments, safeguarding 

commitments and targeted engagement helped reduce barriers for older people, disabled people, 

people without reliable digital access, working people, local businesses, families and residents who 

may not normally engage in formal planning processes. 

On this basis, the Plan is assessed as having no identified adverse equality impact requiring 

further policy change at this stage. The Parish Council should nevertheless continue to monitor 

equality implications as the HPNDP proceeds through submission, examination, referendum and 

implementation, particularly where future development proposals affect housing choice, 

accessibility, community facilities, pedestrian movement or digital connectivity. 
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