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APPENDIX 13 - REG 14 CONSULTATION - SUMMARY OF COMMENTS AND 

RESPONSE 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 Husthwaite Parish Council initiated the neighbourhood planning process in November 

2022 and Husthwaite Parish was designated by North Yorkshire Council  as the  

neighbourhood development plan area on 10 January 2023.  The Parish Council then 

formed an informal working group involving parish councillors and local residents to scope 

the process, engage with the community and create a strategy for delivering the Husthwaite 

Neighbourhood Plan (HNP).    

 

1.2 This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the requirements of Section 15.2 

of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 which state that a consultation 

statement is a document which:   

 

(a) Contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan;  

(b) Explains how they were consulted;  

(c) Summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and  

(d) Describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan.  

2. AIMS OF THE CONSULTATION PROCESS  

 

2.1  The  aims of the neighbourhood plan consultation process were; 

 

● to ensure that all residents and businesses in Husthwaite Parish (‘the 

Community’) are involved in the production of the HNP;  

● to ensure that the Community understands the purpose of the HNP and why it will be 

to the advantage of the Community in the future;  

● to obtain from the Community’s views about what should be included in the HNP; 

● to consult the Community at crucial stages of the NDPs development using a variety 

of methods;  

● to inform and involve the Local Planning Authority throughout ensure that the plan is 

in general conformity with the Local Plan;  

● to make statutory bodies aware of the emerging HNP and seek their views prior to 

formal submission of the plan;  

● to keep the community informed on the preparation of the plan using a variety of 

means  

● to inform the community and statutory bodies about any changes made as a result of 

the consultation responses.  
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3. BACKGROUND  

 

3.1 Husthwaite produced a ‘Village Plan’ in 2007 which set out a strategy for ten years.   It 

has long required updating and the introduction of neighbourhood plans in the Localism Act 

2011 provided the opportunity for a more comprehensive and effective plan.   The planned 

demise of Hambleton District Council and the creation of the unitary authority, North 

Yorkshire Council,  also provided an extra incentive for communities in Hambleton to create 

their own neighbourhood plan to fill the gap between grass root needs and goals and the 

new strategic policies that will be created at county level.   

 

3.2 During the last decade it has become  increasingly clear that Husthwaite, as an attractive 

and distinctive rural parish, was experiencing development pressures that could 

incrementally affect the landscape character, tranquillity, heritage setting and rural identity of 

the village and wider parish. The Parish Council also recognised local concerns about 

housing affordability, the balance of housing types, pressure on services and infrastructure, 

and the need to ensure that future development was shaped by clear local evidence. 

Preparing a Neighbourhood Plan was therefore seen as an opportunity to create a shared 

vision for the parish and to prepare locally distinctive planning policies to guide sustainable 

development. 

   

3.3  At the same time, the Parish Council also recognised that the village website, which had 

been set up and authored by a single resident, was no longer fit for purpose given the 

growing population and reliance on online media and the  large number of active groups and 

events taking place within the Parish. It was also clear that a new website was required to 

facilitate the delivery of a neighbourhood plan.  

 

3.4  The working group, set up in early 2023, has held meetings at least once a month and 

far more frequently at key periods. Led by two parish councillors it comprises volunteers who 

are all resident in the parish and who have a variety of backgrounds and skills but with a 

common  interest in planning matters.    It has reported back to every Parish Council meeting 

since it was set up (noted  in the minutes of those meetings) and has repeatedly 

invited/encouraged other residents/business owners to join the group via the village website 

and newsletter. It started with a membership of 8 and a ninth member joined in 2024.  A few 

residents with particular skills and experience e.g. a retired senior manager of the North York 

Moors National Park, were specifically invited to join but declined due to the time 

commitment required. 

 

3.5 Initially the working group familiarised itself with the ambit and purpose of neighbourhood 

plans and the requirements of the statutory process. As soon as the public funding for 

neighbourhood plan groups was made available for 2023-24, the Parish Council applied for 

and secured funding (in November 2024) to cover, inter alia, the assistance of a professional 

planning consultant1. Under his guidance, the working group created an Engagement and 

                                                 
1 The Parish Council also obtained funding from Locality for the design and setting up of a new village website which has been 

a critical element in delivering the E&C Strategy.  
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Communication Strategy (the E&C strategy) (attached as Appendix 1 which was agreed with 

the Parish Council. .   

 

3.6 Pursuant to the E&C Strategy, the working group also made a careful analysis of key 

stakeholders within and outside of the Community and how they might be engaged with 

most effectively. This analysis was added to the E&C Strategy 

4. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS - OVERVIEW 

 

4.1 Inclusivity was a key principle of the consultation process. The Parish Council 

recognised that engagement should not be a one-off exercise, and that residents, 

businesses, landowners and other interested parties should be able to follow and influence 

the Plan as it developed. The approach was therefore based on five linked principles: 

 

●  Inform, by providing clear, balanced and accessible information; 

●  Consult, by actively seeking views at key stages; 

●  Involve, by ensuring that local concerns and aspirations were understood; 

● Collaborate, by using feedback to shape objectives and policy options; and 

● Empower, by presenting a draft Plan for formal community and stakeholder 

comment. 

 

4.2 Consequently,  the working group has focussed on engagement methods which:   

 

● were Parish wide  

● included hard copy as well as online messaging  

● used photos, maps and drawings to help engagement 

● were clearly written and accessible 

● assumed little knowledge of the neighbourhood plan process 

● encouraged face to face conversation and discussion  

● provided opportunities for anonymous comments 

● addressed the needs of different sectors including the business and farming 

communities 

● were available to non-residents  

● for surveys, were supported by in person assistance as needed  

● for events, were advertised widely within the Parish including posters  

● for events, were accompanied by free refreshments 

● for events, were scheduled to facilitate attendance by workers and carers  

 

4.3 This section contains a chronology of the main consultation activities undertaken during 

the preparation of the NDP.  More detail of key events and how community responses 

shaped the preparation of the plan are provided in Section 5.  

 

Date Event/Communication  

From January 2023 - present The HNP  has been a standing item on the 
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agenda for Parish Council meetings and 
progress has been reported in the Minutes 
which are posted on the village website. 

From February 2023 -present An article on the HNP has been placed in 
almost every edition of the bi-monthly 
Husthwaite Newsletter.  

16  September 2023 10-12noon ‘Drop in’ informal event at Village Hall.  
Display stands covering 6 different topics 
with photographs and maps and  with a few 
key  questions asked on each.  Free 
refreshments and activities for children were 
provided.  

17 September 2023  2-4pm As above.   
 
Note that a document containing the 
questions was also posted after the event 
on the village website and invited comments 
by email.   

January-March 2024 Online version  of a HNP Parish survey 
created with Go-Collaborate in accordance 
with their professional advice on 
clarity/accessibility.   

March 2024 Paper version of the HNP Parish Survey 
created in accordance with Age UK 
Accessibility Guidelines including being 
printed on off-white paper to reduce glare.   

26 March 2024 HNP Parish Survey launched online on a 
bespoke Go-Collaborate platform. 

26-1 April 2024 A letter was hand-delivered to every 
household in the parish (including all 
outlying farms) informing them of the HNP 
Parish Survey with instructions on how to 
access online and how to secure a paper 
copy if preferred 

6 April 2-4pm 
 
10 April 10am-12pm 

Working group members available in the 
village hall to assist with completion of 
online survey/provide paper survey/answer 
questions.  Free refreshments provided. 

April-May 2024 86 paper copies of survey delivered to 
residents as requested.  Residents could 
call to request collection of completed 
surveys or leave them in sealed box in 
church porch. 
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April-May 2024 Weekly emails sent out with link to online 
survey and instructions on how to secure a 
paper copy.  Drop in assistance sessions 
also promoted in this way.  Posters with QR 
code to survey available around the village. 

22 April Extension of online survey from 21 April to 5 
May 

7 May Responses from 34 paper surveys added to 
the GoCollaborate platform by members of 
the working group. 

July 2024 New Husthwaite website  launched with 
dedicated HNP section (village website).   

August 2024 - present New monthly update on HNP launched - 
posted on village website 

22 September Emails sent to all estate agents in 
Easingwold (nearest market town) with link 
to brief online survey. 

26 October Emails sent to 27 businesses who had 
responded to HNP Parish survey with link to 
brief additional online survey.  

December 2024 Housing Needs Assessment for Husthwaite 
Parish completed and posted on village 
website. 

Wednesday 13 January 2025 2-4pm ‘Drop in’ informal event at Village Hall.  
Displays stands for 5 different topics 
showing HNP parish survey results, other 
key evidence and draft objectives for the 
new Plan.  Attendees invited to make 
comments to working group members in 
attendance or to add comments to displays 
via ‘post it’ notes.   Also surveys on 
community shop and heritage assets.   Free 
refreshments provided. 

Saturday 18 January 10-12noon Drop in event repeated.  
 

January 2025 A  copy of display documents and surveys 
from the drop in events added to village 
website and comments invited by email 

March 2025 Draft Design Guidance and Codes 
completed and posted on village website. 

September 2025 Pre-submission draft sent to LPA for 
informal feedback.  
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4 December - 23 January 2026 (main 
consultation) 
 
 
 

Reg 14 consultation launched on 4 
December.  Consultation period extended 
beyond minimum of 6 weeks due to holiday 
period and concluded on 23 January.  
 
During the main consultation period, four 
drop in events were held in the village hall - 
Saturday 6 December 10am-4pm, Friday 12 
December 12noon-2pm, Wednesday 17 
December 2-4pm, Saturday 10 January 
10am-4pm.   

May 2026 Draft Response Statement (Appendix 13) 
and draft Submission Version of the draft 
HPDNP published on website for 
information.   

 

 

5.KEY CONSULTATION EVENTS AND SURVEYS  

 

5.1  In September 2023, the working group hosted a weekend event at the village hall.  

Residents were invited (via website, newsletter, emails and notices in village) to drop in to 

have an input in shaping the new neighbourhood plan project.   Display stands covered a 

variety of topics, all with some form of illustration, and presented attendees with a number of 

different ways of engaging - some asked direct questions to be answered on ‘post its’, some 

had tick box lists, some had maps on which to mark views etc.  Members of the working 

group were available to answer questions and help with engagement. 

 

● A1 size map of Parish 

● General Information on neighbourhood plans 

● Housing 

● Heritage 

● Landscape 

● Biodiversity 

● Businesses 

● Sustainability 

 

5.2 Free refreshments were provided with a cafe style set up in the middle of the hall 

which facilitated further informal discussion about the displays/the project generally.   There 

was also a large request for volunteers to help with the project with a sign up list below.   

 

5.3 Over 60 residents attended the event.   A version of the presentation slides was 

added to the village website after the event (attached as Appendix 2) and comments invited 

by email.   All the comments received were reviewed and used to inform the drafting of the 

HNP Parish Survey (see below). 

 

5.4 The working group spent 5 months drafting and redrafting a parish wide survey.  The 

main objective was to identify what the new neighbourhood plan should address.    The main 
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challenge was length - the professional advice was to keep it short but the working group felt 

that the level of engagement shown during the drop in events and based on the response 

rates for previous important parish surveys (e.g. when we were applying for Lottery funding 

in relation to the new village hall), a more extensive approach was warranted.  The working 

group also thought it important to maximise the return from this major consultation exercise 

so that it could then  proceed to the next stage with a clear mandate from the community.  

However the working group did recognise the risk of non-returns if the survey was too 

long/too dull so spent a lot of time trying to get it right - keeping the length of individual 

questions short and using a variety of style of question but not too many so as to be 

confusing.  The working group also pushed for as many photographs on the online platform 

as possible in order to make the survey visually engaging.   The working group were guided 

by GoCollaborate on the optimum presentation online for accessibility purposes and 

identified and complied with appropriate accessibility guidelines for the paper version.   The 

working group also  ‘road tested’ the online version pre-launch with a small group of 

residents who had volunteered to help at the drop in event. 

 

5.5 The HNP parish survey went live on 17 March 2024 (copy of paper version attached 

as Appendix 3 and screenshots from GoCollaborate platform attached as Appendix 4).    

 

A huge amount of effort was made to promote the survey.  This included: 

● hand delivering 192 letters to all households2 in the Parish with the QR code and 

instructions on how to obtain a paper copy  

● Weekly emails to the village hall mailing list with same 

● Posters around the village with same 

● Promotion via FaceBook and Instagram [check - what GoCollaborate did] 

● An extension of time of 2 weeks for the online survey 

● Emails from GoCallobrate to anyone who had registered on platform but had not 

completed the survey 

● Drop in events at the village hall to provide assistance on completing the survey 

online or hand out hard copy 

● Weekly checking in with GoCollaborate 

● Members of the working group knocking on doors of houses in the village to offer 

paper copy or the QR code for the online survey 

● Members of the working group and Parish Council promoting the survey at other 

events in the village e.g. monthly cafe and book exchange, a drama club production, 

gardening and history club meetings etc. 

 

5.6  117 responses were received online and 40 paper copies were returned (out of 86 

distributed).   As the surveys were anonymous, we could only make a guess at who had 

returned them online based on email addresses.  Paper copies were numbered so as to aid 

distribution  but were inputted into the online system using anonymous email accounts 

created specifically for this purpose. Some households returned more than one survey - 

particularly where older teenage children.    The working group estimates that  62% of the 

                                                 
2 The Parish Council has  a current distribution list of 192 addresses but some of these are holiday 

lets and/or were vacant at the time of the survey.   
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current households in the Parish  responded which is very significantly higher than the 

average response rate for surveys of this type which is around 25%.   

 

5.7   The full results of the HNP Parish survey are attached as Appendix 5.  Between June 

and December, these responses were reviewed and used to create a list of objectives/aims 

for the HNP, divided into themes which were then redrafted as appropriate plan objectives 

by our professional planning consultants.  A separate action list was created for the Parish 

Council to include matters that cannot be addressed, fully or at all, in a neighbourhood plan.  

The responses were also used to identify  a vision statement for the HNP.   At the same 

time, the working group collated additional evidence on these themes including relevant 

national and local planning policies and other initiatives.    

 

What the Parish Survey told us:  
 
The Parish Survey showed strong community support for preparing a Neighbourhood Plan 
that would protect the character of Husthwaite while allowing appropriate, well-designed 
development. The main messages were: 

● the rural setting, landscape character and views around the village are highly 
valued; 

● the historic character of the village, including the Conservation Area and traditional 
built form, should be protected; 

● future housing should be modest in scale, well-related to the existing village, and 
should better reflect local needs; 

● there was concern about larger or poorly related development eroding the village’s 
character; 

● hedgerows, trees, wildlife habitats and green spaces were identified as important 
local assets; 

● local facilities, infrastructure, traffic, parking and accessibility were recurring 
concerns; and 

● there was support for policies that would improve design quality and ensure new 
development responds to Husthwaite’s local character. 

 
These findings informed the Plan’s vision, objectives and draft policies, particularly those 
dealing with housing, design, heritage, landscape, biodiversity, open spaces and 
infrastructure. 

 

5.9 Two additional online surveys were created and managed during the summer of 

2024. One addressed the local housing market (sales and rentals) and was sent to all five 

local estate agents.  This achieved a 100% response rate (survey and responses attached 

as Appendix 7 and 8).  A longer survey focussed on the needs of the businesses operating 

in the parish and was sent to the 27 email addresses which had identified as a local 

business owner in their response to the  HNP Parish Survey.  This produced a  48% 

response rate (survey and responses attached as Appendix 9 and 10). 

 

5.10 The results, evidence, vision statement and objectives were shared  with the 

community through two ‘drop in events’ held in January 2025.     Comments made at these 

events were used to slightly amend the objectives and overall appeared to confirm that the 

community agreed with the ‘direction of travel’.  Additional surveys on 1) support for setting 
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up a community shop and 2) proposed non-designated heritage assets were available at the 

event and also on the website.  

 

5.11     The slides on display in January were then converted into a presentation (attached 

as Appendix 6) which was shared online via the HNP website and by email.  All the survey 

results were also shared on the HNP website, along with the Housing Needs Assessment 

carried out by AECOM and the draft Husthwaite Design Code   The HNP website has been 

updated every month through 2025 and an update has been put in every village newsletter 

(distributed by hand to all households in the village and sent electronically to outlying 

properties).  The aim has been to keep the community fully informed throughout the process. 

6. PRELIMINARY CONSULTATION ON DRAFT HNP 

 

6.1 Before the Regulation 14 consultation, the emerging draft Plan was shared with 

North Yorkshire Council for informal officer comment. This engagement helped to refine the 

wording of policies, improve clarity and ensure that the draft Plan was appropriately aligned 

with the wider development plan framework  

 

6.2 An decision by an appeal inspector in October relating to a site in the middle of the 

village prompted further discussion about the appropriate level of protection required for a 

number of key green areas  identified through community engagement and a new draft 

policy relating to an Open Area of Local Significance’ was discussed with North Yorkshire 

Council and added to the draft Plan in November.    

7. FORMAL CONSULTATION ON DRAFT HNP 

 

7.1 The Pre-Submission Draft Husthwaite Neighbourhood Plan was approved for publication 

by Husthwaite Parish Council in November 2025 and a copy is attached as Appendix 11. 

Formal Regulation 14 consultation began on 4 December 2025 and ran until 23 January 

2026. This exceeded the statutory minimum period of six weeks. 

 

7.2 The consultation with the community  was publicised through: 

● advance notice in the village newsletter; 

● a letter hand delivered to all households in the parish; 

● a letter to all landowners of sites directly impacted by the draft Plan including Local 

Green Space and Open Area of Local Significance policies; 

●  publication of the draft Plan, Design Code and supporting documents on the village 

website; 

● availability of hard copy documents and paper response forms; 

● Mailchimp email updates and reminders; 

● posters and notices in the village; 

● a consultation summary available on the website and in hard copy at drop in events; 

● four public drop-in events at the village hall at which members of steering group and 

Parish Council were available to answer questions.   

● Two short presentations were given at the final drop in event 
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7.3   In addition notification of the consultation was provided to 36 statutory consultees and 

other local organisations  listed in Appendix 13   

 

To ensure the consultation reached all relevant neighbouring bodies and specialist interests, 

the Parish Council allowed additional time for comments from adjoining parish councils, 

Easingwold Town Council and the Howardian Hills National Landscape. Any responses 

received through this additional engagement were considered alongside the other 

Regulation 14 responses. 

 

8.  RESPONSE TO REG 14 CONSULTATION 

 

8.1 A total of 34 responses were received during the Regulation 14 consultation. These 

comprised: 

• 20 responses from residents; 

 • 2 responses from landowners through their  agents; 

 • 9 responses from statutory consultees; and  

 •  responses from each of the Howardian Hills National Landscape, Husthwaite Historical 

Society and Husthwaite Parish Parochial Council. 

 

8.2 Responses were received through the online form, by email and on paper. Paper 

responses were transcribed into the consultation record. One anonymous online response 

was not included in the formal analysis because it did not include the name and address 

required for a valid representation. 

 

8.3 The main issues raised during the Regulation 14 consultation related to: 

Date Time Venue Attendance 

6 December 2025 10am to 4pm Husthwaite Village Hall 12 

12 December 2025 12 noon to 2pm Husthwaite Village Hall 8 

17 December 2025 2pm to 4pm Husthwaite Village Hall 5 

10 January 2026 10am to 4pm 
Presentations at 
11am and 
2.30pm 

Husthwaite Village Hall 28 

Total   53 
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●  the overall approach to housing growth and the relationship with the Hambleton 

Local Plan; 

● the wording and application of the housing policies, including self-build, custom-build 

and community-led housing; 

● the proposed Open Areas of Local Significance policy; 

●  design, heritage and the role of the Husthwaite Design Code; 

● landscape, views and the setting of the Conservation Area; 

●  biodiversity, green infrastructure and trees; 

● community facilities, local infrastructure, highways and parking; and 

●  detailed wording, mapping and factual corrections. 

 

8.4  The Parish Council considered each response and decided whether the draft HNP 

should be amended. In some cases, comments resulted in changes to policy wording, 

supporting text, maps or appendices.  In other cases, no change was recommended 

because the issue had already been addressed, was outside the scope of the 

Neighbourhood Plan, or would be more appropriately considered through a planning 

application or Parish Council project. 

 

9.  SUMMARY OF CHANGES MADE AS RESULT OF REG 14 CONSULTATION 

 

Appendix 13 sets out a summary of all the responses and the actions taken as a result, 

including detail of all amendments to policy text.  

 

The following table provides an overview of the main changes that have been made as a 

result of the consultation.    

 

Section / Policy Main issues 

raised 

Changes made 

Policy 1, Design Design Code not 
sufficiently 
referenced 
 
 
 
 

Clause 1.1 amended 
to require compliance 
with DC expressly.  
 
Also provision relating 
to self build (all types)  
moved here from 
Housing section as 
properly a design 
issue. 

Policy 2, Heritage Assets Need for 
Statement of 
Significance 
 
Overlap with 
Design Code - 
need  to ensure 

Policy 2 restructured.  
 
Summary of Design 
Code added to draft 
Plan.  
 
Further references to 
Design Code added to 
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compliance without 
duplicating.  

justification text of 
Policies 2, 3 and 6.  

Policy 3 - Non-designated Heritage 
Assets 

Clarification of 
significance of 
buildings within 
and outside of the 
Conservation Area.  
 
Need for map. 

Map added. 
 
Redrafting of 
justification text to 
clarify that no 
buildings outside of 
Conservation Area 
considered to qualify 
as NDHAs.  

Policy 4 - Signage, Advertising, and Street 

Furniture 

Review the ‘design 

guide’ to shorten 

and also to move 

important elements 

to policy.  

Design guide 

redrafted so shorter.  

Policy 4 extended to 

cover key element. 

Policy 5 - Local Landscape Character Need for map Map added 

Policy 6 - Views and Vistas Need for map Map added.  

Policy 8 - Trees Woodlands and 
Hedgerows 

Add provision to 
reflect passive 
cooling benefits of 
trees and need for 
3:1 replacement 
ration.  

Policy restructured for 
clarity and new 
provisions added.  

Policy 9 – Tranquillity and Dark Skies Policy 9.4 required 
lower test than 
Development Plan- 
replacement 
wording 
suggested. 

Policy 9.4 reworded  

Policy 10, Housing Criticism of 
Hambleton Plan 
unfounded/need 
for draft HNP to be 
compliant with 
Development Plan 
 
Need for 
rationalisation of 
provisions relating 
to self build 
houses. 
 

Justification text 
amended.  
 
Policy 10.3 (now 10.2) 
redrafted.  
 
Policy 10.4 e) (now 
10.3 e) redrafted.  
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Relationship with 
Policy 6 (views) 
and Policy 19 
(OALS) unclear.  

Policy 11- Housing Mix Requirements in 
11.6 too 
detailed/inflexible 

Policy 11.6 a) 
amended to include 
qualification that 
subject to viability  

Policy 12, Community-led, Self and 
Custom Build Housing 

As above, the 
provisions relating 
to self build require 
rationalisation.  

Policy 12 redrafted to 
make clear dealing 
with self build as 
affordable housing in 
this policy. Self build 
as a design issue now 
addressed in Policy 1.  

Policy 16 – Protection and Enhancement 
of Community Facilities  

Addition of 
provision to reflect 
current Assets of 
Community Value 
legislation and is 
future proofed   - 
recommended 
wording provided 

Policy 16 and 
justification text 
amended accordingly.  

Policy 19 - Open Area of Local Significance Numerous 
objections 
including 
relationship with 
the policies relating 
to Views and 
Housing 

No change to the text 
but Policy 19 moved 
to sit as Policy 7.   

Policy 21 – Renewable Energy Generation  Review whether 
necessary as 
duplicating 
Development Plan 

Additional specificity 
added.  

  

 

Note: Minor factual corrections, formatting changes, typographical amendments and non-

substantive supporting text changes are not recorded in this table.    In addition, as 

requested by North Yorkshire Council,  a number of provisions which directly duplicated the 

Development Plan or cross-referenced to policies in the Development Plan or the draft HNP 

have been removed or amended ( all listed in Appendix 13).  

 

Note also that some comments received, particularly in relation to Policies 1 and 2, were 

contradictory so we have attempted to address the consultees’ concerns without making all 

the specific suggested changes.  
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