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THE DESIGNATION OF CONSERVATION AREAS

Introduction

Wh;lst the conservatlon of exceptional landscape, townscapes and outstandlng buildings has been

plomoted for some considerable time, ,t is only relatively recently that, in response to public opinion,
the approach has been broadenad to include the conservation of '"the familiar and cherished local scene"
Thus the 1967 Civic Amenities Act introduced, and the Town and Country Planning Act 1971 placed a duty on
local authorities to des gnate conservation areas i.e. "areas of special architectural or historie
lnterest, the character of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

Whilst ;ndividual buildings of importance are protected by the "list ng' procedure, the above mentioned
legislation sSeeks to protect the character of whole areas comprising a wide range of interrelated
features. Whilst often cen,red on "listed buildings', other attractive building groups, landscapes,
historic street patterns or archaeological features may also form the basis of a conservation area, and
the size of the whole may also vary considerably, from whole villages or town centres to small groups of
buildings.

Whatever the basls, the designation of a conservation area 1is:
l. confirmation of the area's special architectural or historic character;

2, a statement of intent by the local authority, who by means of the powers conferred on them by varilous
Acts of Parliament, must pay "'special attention'" to protectlng or improving the conservatlion area;

3. an expression of confidence n the future of the area, offering encouragement to owners and residents
who choose to 1lnvest time and/or money in their property or the area as a whola.

At present Hambleton District contains 22 des,gnated conservatlon areas, to which 1t ;s now proposed to
add Husthwalte. A basic survey and assessment of the qual;ties of the willage has been underrtaken, which
forms the bas’s of recommendat,ons made in this report. Consultation will take place with local
resldents andltheir representatives e.g. parish councils, amenity societles and other interested parties
which may result in amendments to the report itself. Follcwlng consultations, the proposals will be
submitted for formal approval. Details of the designation will subsequently be publlshed 1n the London
Gazette and a local news paper and the Secretary of State for the Environment will be notified. Owners
and occupxera of property in conservatlcn areas do not have to be individually notified of designation
but the District Councll hopes to lssue a free explanatory leaflet to every household concerned.



What Designation Means

The designation of a conservation area introduces a number of legal and other controls.,

Control of Development

Conservation 1is concerned not only with protecting the character of areas, but also with ensuring that
settlements remain alive and prosperous. Thus the act of designation does not necessarily signify a
restraint on new development, although it means that the latter will need to be of the highest possible
standard of design. In comsidering planning applications relating to conservation areas, the local
authority will be particularly concerned with character and appearance - paying special attention to
detail, materials, colour, height, proportion, design, siting — to ensure that new development can be
integrated into the established local scene.

Standards normally imposed on new development may be relaxed in the interests of harmonising the new with

the old. However, applications for new development will usually be expected to include full details of
proposals.

Planning permission is often not required for certain minor categories of development known as "permitted
development' (e.g. small porches, garages, new windows, roofs and driveways), but where the carrying out
of these threatens the character of a conservation area the local authority may make an "Article 4
Direction', bringing one or more of them under control.

Where in the opinion of the local authority proposed development will affect the character or appearance
of the conservation area, the local authority will advertise the proposals in the local press and on
site. Three weeks are allowed for interested parties to comment.

Listed Buildings

Cop;es of the Lists of Buildings of Special Architectural or Histor,c Interest are held by the District
Council and County Council Planning Departments. Special permissieon, known as "listed building consent"
is normally needed for the alteration, extension or demolition of listed buildings whether inside or
outside a conservation area. Applications for listed building consent should be made to the District

Council which is required to give special consideration to preserving the building ar any of its
features.

Demolition

Under the provisions of the Town and Country Amenities Act, 1974, the demolition of most buildings in a
conservat ion area, (with certain exceptions), requires listed building consent, and applications should
be made to the District Council. Their decision will take into account the character of the conservation
area and in particular what is proposed to take the place of the demolished building.
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Trees

Anyone wish,ng to cut down, top, lop or uproot a tree in a conservat,on area must give six weeks' not;ce
to the appropriate District Plann;ng Authority, or Natiomal Park Department, thereby giving the authority
an opportunity to make a Tree Preservation Order.

Advertisements

The display of advertisements is generally controlled by the Town and Country Planning (Control of
Advertisement) Regulations 1984, which permlt a number of signs to be erected without consent. In
conservation areas, rural and other areas, where the amenity appears to need special protection, the
local authority may define an "area of special control" which brings such signs under control.

Future Action

Designation of & conservation area is not intended to be an end in itself, and the local authority has a
duty to formulate and publish proposals for the protection and improvement of the area. Such a schems
may be incorporated into the local plan for the area in which the conservation area is located, or
formulated separately.

Conservation Areas: Preservation and Enhancement Schemes

Hambleton District Councll has allocated an annual sum of §5000 for environmental Enbancemﬂnt works 1in
ConSErvaqion Areas. The basis of the scheme is that the District Councll will contribute 25%4 of the cost
of an eligible project up to a maximum of E1000.

Eligible Projects jnclude environmental works to public areas such as village greens to prevent their
erosion by vehicles;

The cleaning out of ponds and streams;

The undergrounding of wires and cables;

The repair or reinstatement of architectural details on buildings within the Conservatien Area where such
features are prominent and publicly vis ble;

The repair or reinstatement of walls, gates, fences and other means of enclosure which add to the
character of the conservatien Area.
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HUSTHWAITE CONSERVATION AREA: An Appraisal

Village History and Setting

The origin of the village is obscure, although the name Husthwaite appear to combine the Anglo-Saxon
"Hurst" and Seandinawvian "thwaite" place name elements meaning clearing, which is appropriate given it's
location near the Forest of Galtres.

Domesday Book (1086) does not mention Husthwaite, although the Archbishop of York had 4% carucates of
land in Carlton (later called Carlton Husthwaite).

The oldest building in the willage is the Church of St Nicholas, dating from the 12th Century, but it is
likely that the origins of the village are much earlier.

Husthwaite stands on an east-west spur of the Howardian Hills, a few miles north of Easingwold. The
village lies where the Vale of York gives way to the dissected uplands forming the Howardian Hills.

The edges of the village are well enclosed by dense hedges, small woods and orchards which contribute to
the character of the place, and help to insulate the village from the surrounding countryside, Many
people refer to Husthwaite as the "Orchard Village'" and old orchards and fruit trees remain.

Until the mid 19th Century, the village had a similar open plan appearance to nearby Coxwold, with the

area now included in front gardens being unenclosed and forming a linear green which ran the langth of
the main village street.

In 1842, the remaining wastelands were enclosed and alloted to nejghbouring landowners. All of the front
gardens along the main street were enclosed from the waste, leaving a 30 foot roadway. South of the

village along Easingwold Lane, larger areas of waste were enclosed and turned into gardens or building
plots.

Village Layout and Plan The village plan is a variant of the typical North Yorkshire pattern of a linear
street village running east to west, with scattered buildings fronting the main street, with gardens and
crofts at the rear, and with gardens at the front enclosed by hedges, walls and iron railings.

Midway along the Main Street lies a small triangular green, with the road towards Easingwold climbing
away southwards. The Church of St Nicholas, the Manor House and the timber framed Black Bull Cottage
flank the green, making it the focus of the Conservation Area.

The bu;ldings lining the main street are set back and mainly elevated from the road, which at its western
end forms a sunken holloway. Beyond the buildings the pattern of gardens and crofts can be seen.
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The crofts to the north of the main street have been reduced in number and depth, but a few run for
several hundred yards north to Elphin Bridge Lane and Elphin Beck, at the edge of the parish,

The crofts on the south side of the main street are better def;ned, and run South for some 200 yards
where - they end abruptly at a steep ditch, outslde of which runs a footpath. This footpath had the
function of a back lane, separating the croft lands of the old infield from the open fields of the
village (the outfield) which lay beyond.

South of the Church of 5t Nicholas lies the triangular village green, with the road towards Easingwold
climbing away southwards. The pattern of long regular crofts gives way to one of smaller irregular
roadside gardens and plots of the type associated with squatter settlement, which took place in forested
areas from the 16th century onwards. These plots, many now with modern houses on them, straggle up
towards Malton Street, an ancient route linking Malton and Boroughbridge.

Bu'ld ‘ngs in the village

The v'llage lies in a transitional zone between the mainly brick villages of the Vale of York and the
malnly sandstone villages of the Jurassic sandstone uplands. Consequently, the buildings are a mixture
of brick and sandstone, with a single timber framed buildilng overlooking the village green. Roofing
materials are mainly clay pantile or slate.

The most significant build;ngs in the Conservation Area are the Church of St Nicholas and the timber
framed Black Bull Cottage standlng on the east side of the village green.

The CHURCH dates from the 12th Century, and work of this date 1s to be found at the base of the tower,
the north and south doorways and the north side of the chancel. The tower was built in at least two
phases, the lower part being of brown sandstone and of 12th Century date, while the upper part is of grey
sandstone and 1n the later perpendicular style. The church yard forms an elevated walled mound standing
above the level of the adjacent main village street.

BLACK BULL COTTAGE

is ¢he only obviously timber framed building in the village, although others may exist hidden behind

la_ r refacing work. It dates from the mid l6th Century, and origlnally had two rooms - kitchen and
par?our, with a central lobby ePtry immediately in Eront of the chimney. The upper part of the cottage
is Of close studded timbering with straight corner braces, a form of timber framing assoclated with the
eastern counties of England.

The ground floor has been rebu;lt ;n brick at some time, and it was likely that the upper floor projected
out (jettied) towards the front when the house was first built, It was fairly common from the 17th
Century for the space beneath the jettied store  to be ;nfilled with brick or for the whole front of the
building to be refaced in brick to conform with the prevailing fashion, at a tlme when bricks became
cheaper and more popular.
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After the Civil War, the use of brick spread inland from the Humber, Ouse and Tees Valleys. Pantiles
were imported into the region from Holland via Yarm from around 1670, and spread rapidly until by 1788
they had become "the almost universal covering north of Grantham" according to William Marshall, a writer

on agricultural matters.Pantiles displaced thatch just as brick displaced timber framing and clay
walling.

More recent evidence of house rebuilding can be seen on several cottages in the village. In the northern
gable end of WORTLEY COTTAGES (opposite the butcher) can be seen the ghost imprint of the gable of what
were single storey buildings which have been raised to two storeys.

CASTLE TERRACE at the western end of the village appears at a casual glance to be a Victorian Terrace.
However, 19th Century windows and doors with wooden doorcases have been inserted into this group of stone
cottages, the rear elevations of which retain their stone mullion windows. Tt 1s likely that these

windows are of 17th Century date or earlier, although mullioned windows did not lose favour in the north
until the late 18th Century. :

On the north side of the main street is MAPLE COTTAGE which has a stone gable end with a brick front and
an inserted brick chimney stack. Elswhere in the village are other buildings showing evidence of
rebuilding in the form of re-roofing, replacement windows, extensions and additions.

A number of buildings bear dates - possibly of construction, more likely of alteration or rebuilding.
The earliest dated building is a single storey cottage next to the village shop with a date of 1690
carved into a broad stone lintel, edged with a carved moulding. These carved and dated lintels are

characteristic of older rural dwellings in the Pennines and Lake District, where elaborate designs can be
found.
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2.24 At least two houses 1n the village have dated iron wall tles in their gable ends- MOUNT HOUSE (1778) and
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HOLLYGROVE (TB1820). The most recent datestone noted 1s set 1n the gable end of a cottage on the road

southwards from the green, 1initialled and dated DLR 1938.

Although there are few buildings of special architechtural significance i1n the village - only the Church
and Black Bull Cottage being listed = there 1s much of lnterest to be seen.

Many buildings display interesting constructional or decorative details and it 1is apparent that there was
an upsurge 1ln prosperity in the village during the 19th century when many houses were rebullt or altered,
and slate roofs, wooden porches and cast 1ron railings were added.

Cast 1iron railings are quite a feature of the Maln Street, and range 1n style from simple iron spikes at
BROOM HOUSE or iron hoops at the OLD SCHOOL through more elaborate fleur de 1lis railings at HAZELDENE or
the use of classical motifs at HOLLYGROVE to the substantial cast iron work at COLTON HOUSE and the
gothic style railings at MAPLE COTTAGE. Before 1842, there were no enclosed front gardens along the main
street., Following the inclosure award of that year, garden plots were enclosed mainly with hedges, walls
or iron railings.

Many buildings show interesting brick and stone detailing, displaying a variety of approaches towards
solving a particular problem. One problem encountered was in weatherproofing the gable parapet used on a
pantiled roof. Some builders used filnely worked stone kneelers and verges as at MOUNT HOUSE; others used
kneelers without verge tiles as at MAPLE COTTAGE. At BEAL COTTAGE, the gable is finlshed with bricks on
edge, while at HILLSIDE tumbled gables are used. Tumbled gables are another eastern countries tradition,
which was followed from around 1700 until the 19th Century.




Krnaler

MOUNT HOUSE

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.4

3.5

3.6

itend verqge

brig b
Frant ="

BEAL COTTAGE HILLSIDE

MAPLE COTTAGE

PRESENT AND FUTURE: DEVELOPMENT FOLLOWING DESIGNATION

As noted in Section 1, designation of a Conservation Area at Husthwaite will wmean that the Local Planning

Authority will expect a high standard of design using appropriate materials to be employed in future
developments.

Planning Policy for the village is set out in the Easingwold and Fringe of the Hambleton Hills Local
Plan. This plan proposes that residential development in Husthwaite be confined to infilling or small
scale development. In the past, a few estate schemes involving cul-de-sac development have been

constructed. This type of development fits uneasily into the established linear pattern of building, and
the Local Plan does not envisage further development of this sort.

Improvement and Alteration

Previous paragraphs have indicated the great range of alterations to buildings which were carried out in

previous centuries. However, the rate of change then was relatively slow, the choice of materials very
small and the range of alternative design solutions was limited.

Today, the householder has a huge range of materials available, and almost any style of building can be
created from the pages of suppliers catalogues. Uanfortunately, the results of ill informed improvement
reduce the visual quality of the village and reduce the value of the property if done especially badly,

As a general rule, replacement windows (where needed) should replicate existing windows. The same
applies to doors (which should not have fanlights in them) and other architectural features. Unique
features such as datestones or inscribed plaques should be left in place.

This brief surwey has attempted to show something of the character of the village and of the various
buildings in it, and it is to be hoped that those intending to carry out new development or alterations
to buildings will pay due regard to that character.
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HUSTHWAITE CONSERVATION AREA : SCHEDULE

The boundary of the Conservation Area begins at the western end of the gardens of West Terrace, then runs eastwards to
include all the gardens and crofts, ncrth of the main street. It follows the fence forming the ncrthern boundary of
the field north of the Church and field 0018, then runs south for 25 metres to cut across the crofts attached to
Oakfield, Rose Cottage and Fairbanks to include all of Holly Grove and Greystones.

The boundary then follows the road southwards, then turns east to include all of the Old Vicarage grounds, then turns
south for 75 metres to include all of the green area fronting East View, before returning north to the village street.
It then runs west along the village street to turn south along the western boundary of Prospect Cottages, then runs
west and south to include the Village Hall and Tenter Close, to Malton Street. The boundary follows Malton Street
south-westwards to turn north downhill along the lane into the village as far as The Croft, then turns south-west to
include The Croft, Rokeby Cottage, Wortley Cottage, The White House and all the hcuses on the south-western side of
the village as far west as Wilton Croft. The boundary then turns westward along the village street to Hillside and
turns south and west to include this property before turning west to the starting point at West Terrace.

DT AATT



APPENDIX 1 - LISTED BUILDINGS

Grade
A Church of St. Nicholas Rubble and ashlar. Chancel and nave chiefly 12th Century. 15th Century west
tower. Restored. 17th Century font cover. Several 18th Century monuments.
11 Cotttage immediately 2-storey cottage, timber framed upper storey over brick ground storey,
south of Church (formerly pantile roof. Close post and pan work.

the O0ld Black Bull)

Note: The Listed Buildings Survey currently being undertaken will probably increase the number of
Listed Buildings.
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