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HUSTHWAITE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2025 – 2036  
DRAFT LOCAL GREEN SPACE REPORT NOVEMBER 2025 

 
NOTE: THIS IS A DRAFT REPORT FOR CONSULTATION. 
 
1. Introduction. The NPPF 2024 says in para 106 that: The designation of land as Local Green Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows communities to 
identify and protect green areas of particular importance to them. Designating land as Local Green Space should be consistent with the local planning of 
sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when 
a plan is prepared or updated, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan period. 

2. In Para 107 it advises that ‘The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is: 

a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational 
value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and 

c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.’ 

3. The policy implication of Local Green Space designation is that development proposals within it will be treated in a way that is ‘consistent with national policy for 
Green Belts’ [NPPF 2024 Para 108]. This is significant and therefore the NPPF sets a high standard of criteria to be met for designation. The selection of the areas 
should be fully justified and the boundaries carefully drawn. 

4. What is reasonable proximity and how big can a Local Green Space be? NPPF Para 107 leaves room for interpretation as to what ‘reasonably close proximity’, 
‘local in character’ and ‘not an extensive tract of land’ may mean. National Planning Practice Guidance [Paragraph: 015 Reference ID: 37-015-20140306] says that 
‘There are no hard and fast rules about how big a Local Green Space can be because places are different, and a degree of judgment will inevitably be needed. 
However, paragraph 1001 of the National Planning Policy Framework is clear that Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green area 
concerned is not an extensive tract of land. Consequently, blanket designation of open countryside adjacent to settlements will not be appropriate. In particular, 
designation should not be proposed as a ‘back door’ way to try to achieve what would amount to a new area of Green Belt by another name.’ The NPPG also adds 
that ‘Provided land can meet the criteria at paragraph 1001 of the National Planning Policy Framework there is no lower size limit for a Local Green Space 
[Paragraph: 016 Reference ID: 37-016-20140306]. 

 
1 Now para 107 
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5. Referring to proximity, National Planning Practice Guidance [Paragraph: 014 Reference ID: 37-014-20140306] says that ‘The proximity of a Local Green Space to 
the community it serves will depend on local circumstances, including why the green area is seen as special, but it must be reasonably close. For example, if public 
access is a key factor, then the site would normally be within easy walking distance of the community served’. 

6. In an attempt to arrive at a meaningful definition we can make reference to Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace Standards (ANGSt) to help to judge 
what the size and distance from the local community an area of land may be to qualify as a Local Green Space. This says that everyone, wherever they live, should 
have an accessible natural greenspace of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 300 metres (5 minutes walk) from home and at least one accessible 20 hectare 
site within two kilometres of home. On the basis of all this guidance, the approach taken in this assessment is that Local Green Spaces should normally not be 
greater than about 2ha in area and no more than 300 metres from a settlement, the only exceptions being where there is a strong justification in terms of 
exceptional beauty, landscape character and historic environment which makes a larger more distant site more widely attractive. 

7. Is the list of special and significant characteristics that may justify designation as a Local Green Space exclusive? NPPF Para 107 lists local significance as 
being beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), and tranquillity or richness of wildlife, but the use of the phrase ‘for example’ 
makes it clear that this is not an exclusive list and that there may be other local reasons why a site has significance to a local community. National Planning Policy 
Guidance says ‘Whether to designate land is a matter for local discretion. For example, green areas could include land where sports pavilions, boating lakes or 
structures such as war memorials are located, allotments, or urban spaces that provide a tranquil oasis’ [Paragraph: 013 Reference ID: 37-013-20140306]. 

8. The assessment of whether a proposed site is demonstrably special to the local community for the five criteria set out above is challenging because terms such 
as ‘beauty’ are largely subjective. This assessment has considered each of these five terms using the key considerations and prompts as set out below: 

SOME USEFUL DEFINITIONS 
Principal 
Considerations 

 

Beauty Beauty is clearly a very subjective concept but we have used the normal meaning of the word i.e. a combination of qualities, such as 
shape, colour or form, that pleases the aesthetic senses, especially the visual attractiveness and aesthetic value of the site, and its 
contribution to the streetscape, landscape, character or setting of a settlement. To qualify, the site should contribute significantly to 
local character, for example by defining a sense of place or by helping to define the physical form of a settlement. 

Historic significance Consideration is given to how the proposed LGS holds particular local significance with regard to the history of the community or 
settlement e.g. historic village events, historic buildings, structure or landscape features present on site with a particular connection 
to the local community. This could be because it contributes to the setting of a heritage asset or some other locally valued landmark. 
It might be because the site holds cultural associations which are of particular significance to the local community, e.g. a historic 
open-air preaching or worship site. 

Recreational value Sites would need to hold local significance for recreation and be important to the community for a particular recreation activity or 
range of activities. These could be formal or informal activities. This could take into account observations from site visits of how the 
site is used for recreation e.g. playing sport, informal recreation, children’s play etc. Also consider social cohesion value from 
opportunities to meet others. 
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Tranquillity Tranquillity is a state of calm and quietude and is associated with a feeling of peace and contemplation; a state of mind that 
promotes mental wellbeing. It is a perceptual quality of the landscape and is influenced by things that people can both see and hear 
around them. Positive tranquillity factors include seeing a natural landscape, natural looking woodland, rivers and open vistas, and 
hearing natural sounds such as birdsong or a trickling stream, an absence of human activity, or even silence.  To qualify, the site 
would need to be viewed by local people as important for the tranquillity it provided, offering a place for reflection and peaceful 
enjoyment. 

Wildlife Consideration should be given to how the proposed LGS holds local significance. A site would need to be locally significant for 
wildlife in a way that could be demonstrated. It might, for example, be home to species or habitats of principal importance, veteran 
trees, or locally characteristic plants and animals, or be important for its contribution to the wider green infrastructure network. 
Where the site is already protected by a designation (e.g. SSSI), consideration should be given as to whether any additional benefit 
would result from designation as Local Green Space. 

Other considerations. Additional factors that, while not explicitly listed, can strengthen the justification for designation. These include: 
Public access Public access can be a key factor as to why the site may be considered demonstrably special, for example for its recreational value.  
Settlement character Sites might be special and locally significant for reasons other than those identified above. For example, a site might make a 

particular contribution to defining the individual character of a settlement or it might be an asset of community value. 
Community Identity and 
Cohesion 

The space serves as a focus for community gatherings (e.g., fêtes, Remembrance events, seasonal celebrations). 
It forms part of the village character or is valued as a landmark feature in local narratives. 
Provides a sense of place or continuity in a changing environment. 

Contribution to Green 
Infrastructure 

Acts as a linking element between other green spaces, enhancing ecological and recreational connectivity. 
Supports sustainable drainage or functions as a natural flood management area. 

Accessibility and 
Wellbeing 

Provides everyday access for walking, dog walking or quiet enjoyment close to people’s homes. 
Offers mental health and wellbeing benefits through contact with nature and open space. 

Educational or 
Interpretive Value 

Used by schools or local groups for outdoor learning, nature study or historical interpretation. 
Contains features (trees, monuments, archaeological remains) that can be part of heritage trails or educational signage. 
 

Cultural and Folklore 
Associations 

Linked to local legends, traditional practices or historic events (e.g., a “fair field,” meeting place or site of folklore significance). 
Recognised in local literature, poetry or art, contributing to cultural heritage. 
 

Landscape and Visual 
Importance 

Contributes to important views (into, out of, or across the village). 
Acts as a visual buffer that protects the rural setting or separation between settlements. 
 

Climate and 
Environmental Benefits 

Provides urban cooling, carbon storage or shelter from wind. 
Enhances air quality and supports pollinators through trees and vegetation. 
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9. Must a potential Local Green Space be accessible? Neither of the NPPF paragraphs require or infers that a local green site should be publicly accessible. 
National Planning Policy Guidance says that ‘…land could be considered for designation even if there is no public access (e.g. green areas which are valued 
because of their wildlife, historic significance and/or beauty). Designation does not in itself confer any rights of public access over what exists at present. Any 
additional access would be a matter for separate negotiation with land owners, whose legal rights must be respected’ [Paragraph: 017 Reference ID: 37-017-
20140306]. 

10. Must a potential Local Green Space be in public ownership? Neither of the NPPF paragraphs refer to the nature of ownership of the site. National Planning 
Practice Guidance says that ‘A Local Green Space does not need to be in public ownership…… However, … the qualifying body (in the case of neighbourhood plan 
making) should contact landowners at an early stage about proposals to designate any part of their land as Local Green Space. Landowners will have opportunities 
to make representations in respect of proposals in a draft plan’ [Paragraph: 019 Reference ID: 37-019-20140306]. 

11. It seems reasonable therefore to take the view that the fact that a green space is not publicly accessible and is in private ownership does not preclude it being 
identified as a Local Green Space to be protected if it is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance. 

12. What about public rights of way? Areas that may be considered for designation as Local Green Space may be crossed by public rights of way. There is no need 
to designate linear corridors as Local Green Space simply to protect rights of way, which are already protected under other legislation. 

13. How does Local Green Space designation relate to development? National Planning Practice Guidance says that ‘Designating any Local Green Space will 
need to be consistent with local planning for sustainable development in the area. In particular, plans must identify sufficient land in suitable locations to meet 
identified development needs and the Local Green Space designation should not be used in a way that undermines this aim of plan making’ [Paragraph: 007 
Reference ID: 37-007-20140306]. In other words, the designation cannot be used to prevent planning applications which are demonstrably addressing an identified 
need. 

14. What if land is already protected by designations such as National Park, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Site of Special Scientific Interest, 
Scheduled Monument or conservation area? National Planning Practice Guidance says that ‘Different types of designations are intended to achieve different 
purposes. If land is already protected by designation, then consideration should be given to whether any additional local benefit would be gained by designation as 
Local Green Space’ [Paragraph: 011 Reference ID: 37-011-20140306]. 

15. This also calls for a subjective judgment. It is considered by the NDP Steering Group that the following protections are sufficient and therefore not in need of 
further LGS designation (unless they protected only a small proportion of the site or if site-specific circumstances justify an exception) because they are normally 
specifically targeted and apply a clear protection for the special characteristics to which they are related: 

● Registered Common Land; 

● Registered Village/Town Greens; 

● Ancient Woodland; 

● Local Nature Reserves; 



5 

● Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 

● National Trust, Woodland Trust, and Forestry Commission owned sites; 

● Designated heritage assets i.e. Grade I & II Listed Buildings, Registered Historic Parks and Gardens; Scheduled Monuments;  

16. However, it is considered that Conservation Area, National Landscape [former AONB] and AGLV designation is not sufficient to exclude LGS designation as they 
are generally applied, targeted on broad landscape issues, and open to considerable interpretation in application. 

17. What if land has planning permission for development? National Planning Practice Guidance says that ‘Local Green Space designation will rarely be 
appropriate where the land has planning permission for development. Exceptions could be where the development would be compatible with the reasons for 
designation or where planning permission is no longer capable of being implemented [Paragraph: 008 Reference ID: 37-008-20140306]. 

18. What policy should be applied to Local Green Spaces?  Para 108 of the NPPF says that ‘Policies for managing development within a Local Green Space 
should be consistent with those for Green Belts.’ National Planning Policy Guidance adds that ‘Designating a green area as Local Green Space would give it 
protection consistent with that in respect of Green Belt, but otherwise there are no new restrictions or obligations on landowners’[Paragraph: 020 Reference ID: 37-
020-20140306]. 

19. The NPPF approach to Green Belts is explicit: Para 153 says that ‘Inappropriate development is, by definition, harmful to the Green Belt and should not be 
approved except in very special circumstances. ‘Very special circumstances’ will not exist unless the potential harm to the Green Belt by reason of 
inappropriateness, and any other harm resulting from the proposal, is clearly outweighed by other considerations’.  

20. The NPPF goes on, in Para 154 to say that ‘Development in the Green Belt is inappropriate unless one of the following exceptions applies: 

a) buildings for agriculture and forestry; 

b) the provision of appropriate facilities (in connection with the existing use of land or a change of use), including buildings, for outdoor sport, outdoor 
recreation, cemeteries and burial grounds and allotments; as long as the facilities preserve the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the 
purposes of including land within it; 

c) the extension or alteration of a building provided that it does not result in disproportionate additions over and above the size of the original building;  

d) the replacement of a building, provided the new building is in the same use and not materially larger than the one it replaces; 

e) limited infilling in villages; 

f) limited affordable housing for local community needs under policies set out in the development plan (including policies for rural exception sites); and 

g) limited infilling or the partial or complete redevelopment of previously developed land (including a material change of use to residential or mixed use 
including residential), whether redundant or in continuing use (excluding temporary buildings), which would not cause substantial harm to the openness of 
the Green Belt.  

h) Other forms of development provided they preserve its openness and do not conflict with the purposes of including land within it. These are: 

i. mineral extraction; 
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ii. engineering operations; 

iii. local transport infrastructure which can demonstrate a requirement for a Green Belt location; 

iv. the re-use of buildings provided that the buildings are of permanent and substantial construction; 

v. material changes in the use of land (such as changes of use for outdoor sport or recreation, or for cemeteries and burial grounds); and 

vi. development, including buildings, brought forward under a Community Right to Build Order or Neighbourhood Development Order. 

21. The typical NDP Policy proposed to be applied to Local Green Spaces says that ‘The neighbourhood plan designates the following locations as local green 
spaces (as shown on the Proposal Maps). Development on these designated locations will not be supported except in very special circumstances.’.  

22. Who will manage Local Green Space? National Planning Practice Guidance says that ‘Management of land designated as Local Green Space will remain the 
responsibility of its owner. If the features that make a green area special and locally significant are to be conserved, how it will be managed in the future is likely to 
be an important consideration. Local communities can consider how, with the landowner’s agreement, they might be able to get involved, perhaps in partnership 
with interested organisations that can provide advice or resources’ [Paragraph: 021 Reference ID: 37-021-20140306]. 

 

23. Existing Local Green Spaces. The Hambleton Local Plan has identified the following as ‘Local Green Spaces’ in its Policy IC3 :  

Reference Location Significance Area 
ALT/E/071/004/G Husthwaite Cemetery, Low Street, Husthwaite Historic significance 3137 M2 
ALT/E/071/005/G Land to the front of St Nicholas' Church, High 

Street, Husthwaite 
Historic significance* 1088 M2 

ALT/E/071/006/G Land at The Nookin, opposite St Nicholas' Church, 
Low Street, Husthwaite 

Local recreational value, Historic 
significance* 

363 M2 

ALT/E/071/008/G Land at Kays Bank, opposite Old Vicarage, 
Husthwaite 

Local recreational value 1765 M2 

ALT/E/071/009/G Outdoor sports area, rear of Church of England 
Primary School, Husthwaite 

Local recreational value* 7814 M2 

A further site was not recommended for inclusion as an LGS:  
ALT/E/071/007/G Land opposite Drake House, to the South of 

Husthwaite, North Yorkshire 
Is highway verge, no other 
significance. 

1079 M2 

*Also identified in the Open Space Strategy  

 

24. In total, the Hambleton LP Local Green Spaces amount to about 15,250 M2. The HLP Policy IC3 says that ‘Proposals for development within Local 
Green Spaces will be determined in accordance with national planning policy for the Green Belt’. 
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25. Review of Local Green Spaces. A local review of LGS has been carried out by the NDP Steering Group, which has identified several further sites 
for assessment. These are: 

1. Site ALT/E/071/007/G, Land opposite Drake House, to the South of Husthwaite, that was excluded from the Hambleton Local Plan [1079 M2]. 
(locally known as ‘Kendrew Green’) 

2. An extension of the Husthwaite Churchyard LGS [ALT/E/071/005/G] [775 M2],  
3. An extension of the Kays Bank LGS [ALT/E/071/008/G] [196 M2],  
4. The green at Prospect Cottages [175 M2]. 
5. The linking land between sites ALT/E/071/009/G and ALT/E/071/004/G  [831 M2]. 

26. The assessment is given in Appendix 1 below. 

27. These candidate new areas total about 3,055 M2. See Map 1. 

28. The landowners of the proposed sites (where identifiable) are already notified of these proposals. Any views, concerns or representations 
should be submitted within 6 weeks of the notification. Further opportunities to comment will be available as the NDP goes through its formal 
consultation processes. 
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 Appendix 1: Assessment of Candidate Local Green Spaces 

 

Protected Green 
Space Reference 

Protected Green Space name and address 

HPNDP  1. Site ALT/E/071/007/G, Land opposite Drake House, to the South of Husthwaite, that was excluded from the Hambleton 
Local Plan (locally known as ‘Kendrew Green’) 

Owner:  
Management Status: Maintained in a tidy condition, with a large part managed as a hay meadow for the benefit of the wildflowers and pollinators. 

Management is carried out by HHNL contractors and volunteers. 
General description: 
 

A triangular green space nestling within the curve of the local road junction, edged by a low white-painted wooden fence that 
follows the bend of the road. At its apex is a stone feature incorporating an old millstone and the village name sign, 
accompanied by the message “Please drive carefully,” with a historic cast-iron fingerpost standing alongside. The space 
contains two old Wych Elm stumps, two elm saplings, a holly and a large Sycamore all set within grassland.  To the north the 
boundary is defined by a fence line, behind which there is a bank with mature trees. A wooden bench sits centrally within the 
green. 

Approximate area: 1079 M2 
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Basic Requirements Assessment 
Criteria and reason for protection Yes/No/Comment 
Statutory Designations. Conservation Area 
Allocated for development in LP, DPD or 
NDP? 

No 

Planning Applications or Permissions. None 
Is the Open Space in reasonably close 
proximity to the community it serves? 

Yes, immediately adjoins and is visually integral with the village. 
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Beauty? An attractive focal point at the entrance to Husthwaite, is neatly edged by a low white-painted wooden fence that 
follows the bend of the road, adding to its charm and visibility. A stone feature, incorporating an old millstone, 
bears the village name sign with a welcoming message. In front of this stands a historic cast-iron fingerpost, 
weathered but characterful, pointing to nearby destinations including Coxwold, Malton, Helperby, and 
Boroughbridge. The grass is brightened by seasonal wildflowers, enhancing the sense of seasonal beauty. On the 
northern edge, beyond the fence line, a mature hedgerow interspersed with tall trees, provides a natural backdrop, 
while a wooden bench offers a place to rest and enjoy the surroundings. The overall scene blends rural heritage 
with a well-tended approach to the village. 

Historic significance? No 
Recreational value (inc as a playing 

field)? 
Yes - The site does have recreational value, albeit limited and informal. 

● The wooden bench offers a place for pedestrians, dog walkers, or cyclists to stop, rest, and enjoy the views, 
which adds to its amenity value. 

● The green space with seasonal flowers provides visual enjoyment and a pleasant setting, contributing to 
local character and wellbeing. 

● Its position at the entrance to the village gives it a role as a gateway feature, enhancing the experience of 
arrival and encouraging people to pause. 

While it is not a formal recreation ground, its seating, attractiveness, and accessibility along walking routes mean it 
offers opportunities for passive recreation and community enjoyment. 

Tranquillity? Yes - The site benefits from a high degree of tranquillity relative to its location. It sits within a rural village setting 
with minimal traffic beyond local movements, so noise levels are generally low. The presence of mature trees, 
hedgerows, and open green space softens the road environment, creating a calm and pleasant atmosphere. The 
bench allows people to pause and appreciate the surroundings, reinforcing a sense of peace. However, tranquillity 
may be slightly diminished at times by vehicles negotiating the road junction. 

Richness of wildlife? Yes - The site contains two old Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) stumps, two young elm saplings, a holly (Ilex aquifolium) 
and a large Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), set within an area of unimproved grassland. To the north, a fence line 
fronts a bank interspersed with mature trees that support ancient woodland indicator species such as Bluebell 
(Hyacinthus non-scriptus). The managed wildflower area is notably diverse through spring and summer, with 
species including Ox-eye Daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) and several buttercup 
species, providing colour and a plentiful nectar source for pollinators. The meadow grassland also supports fungi 
typical of unimproved swards, including uncommon species such as the Parrot Waxcap (Gliophorus psittacinus), 
which adds further ecological interest. 

These features enhance the wildlife value described previously, complementing the role of the northern boundary 
trees as a habitat corridor for birds, small mammals and invertebrates, and adding much more than the 



12 

ornamental grassland alone would provide. Although the site is not a designated wildlife area, the combination of 
unimproved grassland, wildflower diversity, mature trees, ancient woodland indicators and associated fungi 
means it makes a meaningful contribution to local biodiversity and forms part of a wider habitat network linked to 
nearby gardens, fields and woodland edges. 

Any other reason?? No 
              Is it an extensive tract of land? No 
SUMMARY: The triangular green at the road junction forms a distinctive and attractive gateway to Husthwaite, combining visual, historic and ecological value 
in a way that gives it clear local significance. Its traditional fingerpost, village nameplate set on an old millstone and central bench create a welcoming focal 
point that reflects village character and provides a place for quiet enjoyment. The green also supports unimproved grassland, diverse wildflowers, uncommon 
fungi and a mix of mature and regenerating trees, with ancient woodland indicator species present on the adjoining bank. These features contribute to local 
biodiversity and link the site to wider habitats around the village. Together, its scenic quality, heritage elements and environmental interest make it a valued 
space that meets the criteria for designation as a Local Green Space in the Husthwaite NDP. 

RECOMMENDATION: DESIGNATE AS LGS. 
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Protected Green 
Space Reference 

Protected Green Space name and address 

HPNDP  2 Extension of the Husthwaite Churchyard LGS [ALT/E/071/005/G], Low Street. 
Owner:  
Management Status: Well managed Churchyard area. 
General description: 
 

Continuation of the Churchyard of St Nicholas’ Church, surrounding the Church building. Bounded by an unadopted lane to 
the west, beyond which are residential properties, which also surround to north and east. 

Approximate area: 775 M2 
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Basic Requirements Assessment 
Criteria and reason for protection Yes/No/Comment 
Statutory Designations. Yes - Conservation Area, the Church building is a Listed Building, Grade II*, partly by TPO on north boundary. 
Allocated for development in LP, DPD or 
NDP? 

No 

Planning Applications or Permissions. Yes - only applications for tree works in Conservation area and TPO 
Is the Open Space in reasonably close 
proximity to the community it serves? 

Yes, at core of village 

 
Beauty? Yes - This section of the churchyard forms an integral part of the setting of St Nicholas’ Church, wrapping around 

the rear and sides of the historic stone building, completing the HLP designation of the site as a Local Green Space. 
The area is enclosed by a low stone wall topped with a seasonal display of daffodils, softening its edges and 
enhancing its visual appeal. To the west, the site is bounded by an unadopted lane, beyond which lie traditional 
residential properties that, together with further dwellings to the north and east, frame the churchyard in a way that 
reinforces the character of the village core. The church tower rises prominently above the gravestones, serving as a 
local landmark visible from surrounding streets. The combination of historic architecture, mature vegetation, and 
the peaceful atmosphere makes this area both an important heritage asset and a valued green space within 
Husthwaite. 
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Historic significance? Yes - The extension to the churchyard of St Nicholas’ Church, Husthwaite, holds considerable historic significance 
as it forms part of the setting of a Grade II* listed building with origins in the 12th century. The church itself 
incorporates early Romanesque stonework, a C15 west tower, and numerous C17 fittings, reflecting continuous 
use and adaptation over many centuries. Within the churchyard, the array of weathered gravestones, table tombs, 
and mature yew trees reinforces this long history, commemorating generations of the parish community. 

The monuments record notable local figures, including masters of Coxwold Grammar School and parish ministers, 
linking the site to the area’s educational and ecclesiastical heritage. The tranquil character, combined with its 
visual and historical association with the medieval church and its fabric, makes the churchyard extension an 
integral part of Husthwaite’s cultural landscape and a space of strong spiritual and communal value. 

Recreational value (inc as a playing 
field)? 

Yes – for contemplative sitting and strolling. 

Tranquillity? Yes - The extension to the churchyard shares the tranquil calm and reflective atmosphere, typical of historic burial 
grounds, despite being close to village roads and housing. The slightly elevated position and enclosure by stone 
walls and mature vegetation to the east helps with the sense of seclusion.  

Richness of wildlife? Yes - The site supports moderate wildlife value as the Churchyard grassland, if managed with low-intensity 
mowing, can support a variety of wildflowers and invertebrates, contributing to local biodiversity, whilst the stone 
walls and gravestones offer niches for mosses, lichens, and insects, adding to ecological richness. 

Any other reason?? No 
             Is it an extensive tract of land? No 
SUMMARY: The churchyard extension is highly suitable for designation as an extension to the existing Local Green Space, as it completes the setting of St 
Nicholas’ Church and its historic burial ground. It shares the same qualities of tranquillity, heritage value, and visual prominence, forming a seamless 
continuation of the original LGS. With its wildlife habitat and peaceful character, the extension enhances the integrity of the whole churchyard as a single, 
cohesive green space of strong cultural, ecological, and community importance. 

RECOMMENDATION: DESIGNATE AS LGS. 
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Protected Green 
Space Reference 

Protected Green Space name and address 

HPNDP  3 Extension of the Kays Bank LGS [ALT/E/071/008/G]. 
Owner: Mr and Mrs M Clarke, Broadacres Housing Association 
Management Status: Maintained along with Kays Bank, of which it is essentially part. 
General description: 
 

The site comprises an area of approximately 196sqm located to the south of the main green sward along Kays Bank, forming 
a small triangular open space that separates the housing on East View from Kays Bank road. It is enclosed on two sides by a 
low white timber post-and-rail barrier, which defines the edge of the grassed area and provides a sense of continuity with the 
larger green. It includes a bench positioned to look northwards towards the properties on East View, and beyond to the top of 
Wildon Hill and The Kilburn White Horse.  The space is predominantly mown grass with a single young tree, bordered by 
hedges to the west and residential gardens to the south. A small part of the site bordering the south is managed as a 
wildflower strip by the owner.  
 

Approximate area: 196 M2 



17 

 
 
Basic Requirements Assessment 
Criteria and reason for protection Yes/No/Comment 
Statutory Designations. No - but adjacent to the Howardian Hills National Landscape (to the east) 
Allocated for development in LP, DPD or 
NDP? 

No 

Planning Applications or Permissions. No 
Is the Open Space in reasonably close 
proximity to the community it serves? 

Yes- immediately adjoins village and housing on East View. 
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Beauty? Yes - The site’s open character not only maintains clear sightlines at the road junction but also greatly enhances 
the visual quality of this part of Husthwaite. Acting as a natural continuation of the wider green corridor along Kays 
Bank, it softens the transition between the roadway and the adjacent housing, creating a harmonious and 
attractive streetscape. From this space, there are appealing views towards the East View properties, which are fine 
examples of classic rural district council housing that contribute to the village’s historic and architectural 
character. 
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A bench is thoughtfully positioned to take advantage of these views, facing northwards across the grass towards 
the East View terraces and further beyond to the crest of Wildon Hill, a prominent feature in the surrounding 
landscape and to the North York Moors National Park. To the east the land rises towards the Howardian Hills 
National Landscape, which borders the village and forms part of the scenic backdrop visible from the site. This 
combination of built heritage, open green foreground, and distant protected countryside creates a setting of 
notable beauty. As such, the site is a valued and distinctive part of the village scene, providing both a visually 
pleasing break in the built form and an inviting place to pause and appreciate the views of the village and its 
surrounding landscape. 

Historic significance? Yes - While the site itself does not contain specific heritage assets, it contributes to the historic character of 
Husthwaite by forming part of the original layout of the East View estate, a typical example of mid-20th century 
rural district council housing. The open space was likely intentionally designed as a communal green to 
complement the housing, reflecting post-war planning principles of integrating green areas into residential 
environments. Its historic value lies in its relationship with these properties and its continuity as a long-standing 
element of the village’s streetscape. 

Recreational value (inc as a playing 
field)? 

Yes - The site is modest in size but offers informal recreational value. The grassed area is suitable for casual 
children’s play, sitting, and social interaction among residents. The bench provides a place to rest and enjoy the 
views, while the open layout allows for passive recreation. It is not large enough for formal sports, but its presence 
adds to the network of usable green spaces within the village, contributing to community wellbeing. 

Tranquillity? Yes, but limited - The open green, combined with long views over the rooftops to the countryside beyond gives it a 
peaceful, semi-rural feel. This quality is enhanced by its use primarily by local residents rather than passing 
visitors. 

Richness of wildlife? While this grassed area is regularly mown and its overall wildlife value is modest, it makes several important 
contributions to local biodiversity: 

● Ecological Connectivity: As a key part of the wider Kays Bank green corridor, it functions as a "stepping 
stone" for wildlife (such as invertebrates and small mammals) moving between gardens, hedgerows, and 
the adjacent open countryside. 

● Pollinator Support: Despite mowing, the area retains a relatively high floral diversity. In summer, its 
wildflowers provide an important seasonal nectar source for pollinators. 

● Invertebrate Habitat: The lawn itself supports a typical community of grassland invertebrates, adding to the 
site's overall biodiversity 

Any other reason??  
              Is it an extensive tract of land? No 
SUMMARY: The site is well suited for designation as an extension to the existing Local Green Space along Kays Bank, as it completes the chain of open areas 
that define this part of the village. By linking relatively seamlessly with the adjoining green space, it enhances the continuity of the green corridor, strengthens 
the setting of the East View housing, and frames attractive views towards Wildon Hill and the North York Moors National Park. Its open character, wildlife 
value, informal recreational use, and visual amenity add value to the existing LGS. 
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RECOMMENDATION: DESIGNATE AS LGS. 

 

Protected Green 
Space Reference 

Protected Green Space name and address 

HPNDP  4 The green at Prospect Cottages. 
Owner: Broadacres Housing Association 
Management Status: Mown grassed area with footpaths to adjoining dwellings. 
General description: 
 

A rectangular area of neatly mown grass lies at the heart of this small cluster of housing, surrounded on three sides by two-
storey and single-storey dwellings, with a local estate road defining its fourth edge. The layout follows a miniature Radburn-
style arrangement, with front doors opening directly onto the shared green and pedestrian pathways criss-crossing the 
space to link entrances, while vehicular access and parking are positioned to the rear or periphery. 

Approximate area: 175 M2 

 
 
Basic Requirements Assessment 
Criteria and reason for protection Yes/No/Comment 
Statutory Designations. No - but within the setting of the Husthwaite Conservation Area 
Allocated for development in LP, DPD or 
NDP? 

No 
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Planning Applications or Permissions. No 
Is the Open Space in reasonably close 
proximity to the community it serves? 

Yes – Immediately at the centre. 

 
Beauty? Yes - This open space acts as a communal focal point, softening the built form and providing an attractive outlook 

for the surrounding properties. 
Historic significance? Yes – but limited: The space is part of a mid-20th century estate layout influenced by Radburn principles, reflecting 

a period of post-war housing design that aimed to integrate communal green spaces. It forms an intentional 
element of the estate’s original planning, which adds to its historic interest even if modest. 

Recreational value (inc as a playing 
field)? 

The grassed area, accessible from multiple dwellings, though simple in treatment, offers opportunities for informal 
play and social interaction, and sitting out, reinforcing the planned sense of community inherent in the original 
estate design.  

Tranquillity? No 
Richness of wildlife? No 

Any other reason?? Yes - Its pedestrian pathways enhance connectivity and usability for residents. 
              Is it an extensive tract of land? No 
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SUMMARY: The site’s main strength lies in its community value and role as an integral part of the estate’s character. While it is small and primarily functional 
as a shared amenity for residents, it clearly meets the NPPF’s tests of local significance in terms of beauty, recreational value, and historic interest. 

RECOMMENDATION: DESIGNATE AS LGS. 

 

Protected Green 
Space Reference 

Protected Green Space name and address 

HPNDP  5 The linking land between sites ALT/E/071/009/G and ALT/E/071/004/G  [831 M2] (at entrance to the Recreation Area) 
Owner:  
Management Status: Managed as part of adjoining LGS and school site. 
General description: 
 

A well-treed area located between the two HLP designated LGS, linking them, and containing  a small area of parking that 
serves them. 

Approximate area: 831 M2 



25 

 
 
Basic Requirements Assessment 
Criteria and reason for protection Yes/No/Comment 
Statutory Designations. None. 
Allocated for development in LP, DPD or 
NDP? 

No 

Planning Applications or Permissions. 09/00113/FUL Change of use of land from agricultural to recreational use to include the formation of a multi use 
games area 

Is the Open Space in reasonably close 
proximity to the community it serves? 

Yes 
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Beauty? Yes - Forms an attractive, well-treed area that provides an important green link between the two Local Green 

Spaces designated in the Hambleton Local Plan. Mature trees and established vegetation give it a natural, wooded 
character, creating a visual and ecological corridor that unifies the adjoining spaces and enhances the overall 
setting. 

Historic significance? No. 
Recreational value (inc as a playing 

field)? 
Nestled within this green site is a small informal parking area, discreetly integrated into the site, which serves users 
of the adjacent LGS areas and supports their accessibility. 
 

Tranquillity? Yes - The mature trees provide a sense of enclosure and seclusion, filtering noise and creating a sheltered 
environment. Its position between two existing LGS areas means it is less disturbed by traffic and offers a quiet, 
green backdrop for informal use and movement between spaces. 

Richness of wildlife? Yes – with potential. The mature trees offer nesting and foraging habitats for birds and potentially roosting 
opportunities for bats. Understorey vegetation and boundary hedges provide shelter for small mammals and 
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invertebrates, while the tree canopy contributes to local biodiversity connectivity. As a green corridor linking two 
LGS sites, HPNDP 5 likely serves as an important stepping stone for wildlife movement, increasing its ecological 
significance within the village. 

Any other reason?? No 
              Is it an extensive tract of land? No  

SUMMARY: The combination of mature trees, open grassed areas, and its strategic position between the two Local Green Spaces already designated in the 
Hambleton Local Plan means that HPNDP 5 serves a useful connecting and integrating role within the village’s green infrastructure. By physically and visually 
linking these spaces, it enhances their collective function and creates a more continuous and cohesive network of protected land. 

In addition to its ecological role as a wildlife corridor, the site also supports community use by providing access to nearby recreation facilities, aided by the 
small parking area within its boundary. Its designation as Local Green Space would complete the chain of protected areas, reinforcing their shared value, and 
ensuring the long-term safeguarding of a site that contributes significantly to both biodiversity and local amenity through its natural character and 
accessibility. 

RECOMMENDATION: DESIGNATE AS LGS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


