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1.2

Introduction

The community of Husthwaite Parish (the Parish) has prepared a Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) in order to ensure that appropriate development is guided by
local need and benefit to the community and does not detract from the existing character
of the Parish, its local environment and landscape. Once finalised and adopted by North
Yorkshire Council (NYC), the planning policies set out in the NDP will be used and acted
upon by NYC planning officers, landowners and developers through the development
process.

This Local Landscape Character Assessment (LLCA) has been undertaken to form part of
the NDP’s evidence base. Its purpose is to identify and describe the key characteristics,
features and qualities that make the landscapes of Husthwaite Parish distinctive and
valued. This information will help ensure that future development is carefully designed to
protect and enhance the Parish’s landscape setting. It can also be used to inform planning
decisions.

The entire Parish, ie the NDP’s Designated Area, forms the study area for the assessment
(see Map 1).

Map 1: The NDP Designated Area
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Community Appreciation of the Local Landscape

A survey was conducted of the residents of the Parish in Spring 2024 at the start of the
NDP process. About 60 % of the households in the Parish responded, which we are
advised is well above the average response to such surveys.

The importance of the landscape to the local community was strongly confirmed. Over
90% of respondents identified the Parish’s rural setting and natural environment as the
aspect they most valued about living in Husthwaite Parish, followed by 86% who
highlighted the character of the countryside and landscape. The third most popular
answer was the peace and tranquillity of the area. These findings underline the need for
new development to be highly sympathetic to the Parish’s landscape character.

Respondents also wanted more to be done to protect the wildlife, hedgerows and trees
and preserve the green spaces in and around the village.

The survey responses make it very clear that the respondents value the views and the
green spaces in and around the village. The particularly valued views are identified as
those:
e tothe White Horse;
from Beacon Banks in all directions;
across the Vales of York and Mowbray to the Pennines/Yorkshire Dales;
within the village; and
of the church.

It was noted by a number of respondents that the area of the Parish on the end of the
Howardian Hills ridge has extraordinary 360° views generally.

Whilst the majority of respondents considered that all green spaces are valued, those of
particular value are:
® Any that enable the Parish to retain its open views;
The area behind the church;
The entry points to the village;
the village greens; and
the public footpath network across the Parish.

Given that the rural setting and existing landscape character of the Parish and character of
the settlement are key to respondents, any new developments must reflect local building
traditions and character.

In relation to the natural environment the 5 top responses were:

e the retention of good agricultural land for food production.

management of the visual impact and scale of any commercial development.
preservation of traditional field patterns and boundaries including hedgerows
promotion of verge management by construction of more passing places on roads
the preservation of mature trees and groups of trees.
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LLCA Objectives

Natural England’s guidance’ states that “Landscape character may be defined as a distinct
and recognisable pattern of elements or characteristics in the landscape that make one
landscape different from another, rather than better or worse”.

We are therefore assessing objectively the combination of elements and features, whether
physical, human or experiential, and whether natural or cultural, that make landscapes
distinctive in character and how that combination creates a sense of place. By mapping
and describing character types and areas, the process shows how the landscape is
perceived, experienced and valued by people. People’s perceptions turn land into the
concept of landscape. The detailed description of the local landscape and important
features of the Parish provides the background to ensure that any future development
decisions in the Parish are informed by an understanding of the landscape context. It also
helps to identify any characteristic landscape features that should be protected and
enhanced in development proposals.

Figure 1 — What is landscape

From a local perspective the landscape is intrinsically of great importance. Familiar local
landscape views can add to people’s enjoyment of places, our sense of a place and its local
distinctiveness, and even the feeling of belonging to a community. In this sense,
Husthwaite’s landscape and views are very much cherished locally. They are the setting for
people’s everyday existence within their community and family life, valued as the place
where their life experiences occur. These can affect psychological and social well-being and
are part of the sustainable development concept. Paragraph 174 of the NPPF [2021]
requires planning decisions to contribute to ‘protecting and enhancing valued landscapes’
Further, policy E7 of the Hambleton Local Plan makes clear in paragraph 6.66 that its

" An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment. Reference NE579. Christine Tudor, Natural England. October 2014.
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purpose ‘is to ensure that the character and distinctiveness of the landscapes of
Hambleton is protected and where possible enhanced.’.

4.  Planning Policy Background

National Planning Policy Framework 2021

4.1 Planning policies should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment
(para 174) whilst good design is a key aspect of sustainable development, creates better
places in which to live and work and helps make development acceptable to communities
(para 124). Heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and should be conserved in a
manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be enjoyed for their
contribution to the quality of life of existing and future generations. Planning policies
should:

Achieve appropriate development densities [Paragraph 129].

Be grounded in an understanding and evaluation of each area’s defining
characteristics, identifying the special qualities of each area and explaining how
this should be reflected in development (Para 132)

e Ensure that development functions well and adds to the overall quality of the
area; is visually attractive as a result of good architecture, layout and appropriate
and effective landscaping, is sympathetic to local character and history, including
the surrounding built environment and landscape setting; establish or maintain a
strong sense of place (para 135)

Recognise the important contribution of trees to character and quality (para 136)
Protect and enhance valued landscapes (Para 187a)

Recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider
benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services (Para 187a)

® Protect tranquil areas which have remained relatively undisturbed by noise and
are prized for their recreational and amenity value for this reason (Para 198a)

e Limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically
dark landscapes and nature conservation (Para 198c).

Hambleton Local Plan 2022

4.2 Key messages from the Hambleton Local Plan include the following:

Section 2 — This sets out “Issues shaping the Local Plan”. Under the theme of Landscape,
one of the ten points made is that “A significant quality of the district’s landscape arises
from the contrast between the vales and significant upland landscape features”. This
contrast is a key feature in Husthwaite Parish.

Policy S5 — Development in the Countryside — states that it will only be supported where it
is in accordance with national planning policy or other policies of the development plan
and would not harm the character, appearance and environmental qualities of the area in
which it is located. 1t goes on to say that Development in the countryside will be resisted
unless it is expressly allowed by other policies of this Local Plan or any other part of the
adopted development plan including neighbourhood plans, or by national planning policy.
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It concludes by noting that it must be ensured that there will be no unacceptable harmful
impact on the character and appearance of the countryside.

Policy E7 — Hambleton’s Landscapes — states that the distinctive landscapes of the district
will be protected and enhanced. Proposals must therefore:

e take into consideration the degree of openness and special characteristics of
Hambleton's landscapes;

e conserve and, where possible, enhance any natural or historic landscape features
that are identified as contributing to the character of the local area;

e conserve and, where possible, enhance rural areas which are notable for their
remoteness, tranquillity or dark skies;

e takes account of areas that have been identified as being particularly sensitive
to/or suitable for certain forms of development;

e protect the landscape setting of individual settlements and helps to maintain their
distinct character and separate identity by preventing coalescence with other
settlements; and

e be supported by an independent landscape assessment where the proposal is
likely to have a detrimental impact on the landscape.

It goes on to state that as well as protecting the distinctive landscape of the individual
character areas, this policy aims to protect the form and character of the district’s
settlements by ensuring that development does not have an unacceptable impact on their
setting or lead to coalescence.

Policy E6 — Nationally Protected Landscapes — There is a confirmation that the natural
beauty and special qualities of the Howardian Hills National Landscape....together with its
setting and that of the North York Moors National Park will be conserved and enhanced.
Proposals will therefore be resisted that would have a harmful impact on the [Howardian
Hills] and [its] setting or the setting of the North York Moors National Park.

Howardian Hills Management Plan
This sets out the special qualities of the Howardian Hills National Landscape:

The Howardian Hills have a strong unity of visual character, not least because they are
physically separated from the surrounding countryside, but also because there are a
number of common characteristics which bind the landscape together. The strongest of
these is the dominance of woodland, which seems to form a green web across the whole
area. The open sweeping views from the ridge tops and the quiet intimacy of the enclosed
valleys are experiences which constantly recur whilst travelling through the area. The sheer
complexity of the land cover, with its rich patchwork of crops, pastures, woods, trees and
hedgerows is another consistent quality across most of the area.

These qualities are evident in the higher ground in the northern part of Husthwaite Parish.
The land is separated from the neighbouring land to the south, west and north with
sweeping views for many miles. There are significant areas of woodland around and
within the village of Husthwaite.
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Overview of the designated area

5.1 Husthwaite is a rural parish located in North Yorkshire just to the north of the market town
of Easingwold between Thirsk and York (see Map 2). The 2021 census gives the population
as 392, the vast majority of whom live in the village of Husthwaite.
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Map 3: Ordnance Survey map of Husthwaite village published in 1856 and current Google Earth
image
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Map 4: National Landscapes and Visual Sensitivity Zone

The village is situated in the north of the Parish on the western end of the Howardian Hills
ridge. Part of the village and Parish is within the Howardian Hills National Landscape. The
north-eastern part of the Parish is less than 1.4km from the North York Moors National
Park (see Map 4). Itis important to note that the whole Parish falls within the NY Minerals
and Waste Plan 3.5km Visual Sensitivity Zone around the National Park and National
Landscape (also marked on Map 4). Developments within this zone which have the
potential to impact views from and into the protected areas, are subject to stricter
scrutiny. Geographically, geologically and scenically the village is very much part of the
Howardian Hills ridge (see Map 5) with extensive views overlooking the Coxwold/Gilling
gap to the north and the Vales of Mowbray and York to the north-west, west and south.
This makes Husthwaite a unique settlement in having an elevated position with views
across the surrounding Vales to both the North York Moors and Yorkshire Dales

10




Map 5: Terrain height
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Photo 1: The view north-west across the Vale of Mowbray to the Yorkshire Dales

Photo 2: The Hambleton Hills (southern edge of the North York Moors National Park)
including the White Horse at Kilburn and Hood Hill from Beacon Banks

12
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Photo 3: South across the Vale of York with York Minster clearly visible.

Great Wenslevdal Vale of Hood White Coxwold Byland
Whernside ensieydate Mowbray Hill Horse Church Abbey

J J LY

Photo 4: Panorama from west to north-east from the footpath up Beacon Banks with
points of note marked.

Most of the land in the Parish outside the boundaries of the village settlement comprises
farmland. This is both arable and pasture land, consisting of fields of different shapes and
almost all medium sized, forming a mosaic of patterns and colours. The farmland is a mix
of good Grade 2 and Good to Moderate Grade 3 agricultural land (See Map 6). The
country lanes within the Parish are almost all flanked by mixed hedges many of which are
ancient and many containing mature indigenous trees such as oak, beech and ash. The

13
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enclosed land is a mixture of Parliamentary enclosure, agreed enclosure, unknown
planned enclosure and piecemeal enclosure, much of this is thought to have taken place in
the 19" Century although there is evidence of earlier enclosure. The enclosure is by way
of mixed hedges with some fencing in small areas where the hedging is a little sparse. As
with the roadside hedges the field hedges contain many individual trees, principally oak.
The extent to which the hedges are the same as the first edition Ordnance Survey maps
(which date from between 1846 and 1863) of the area varies depending on the location
within the Parish. See paragraph 6.2 for further information on this. It can be seen from
the comparison maps in Map 3 that in and immediately around the village there is a
strong correlation between field boundaries in the 1850s and today.

As it is situated on the end of a ridge, there are a number of springs rising in and around
the village where the water table comes to the surface. This is managed to some extent
by a network of drains. There are also a number of ancient ponds. The principal streams
in the Parish, Elphin Beck/Ings Beck and the Kyle, are both on relatively low-lying land at
the north and south ends of the Parish respectively (see Map 7). They are tree-lined where
they pass through the Parish. Ings Beck in the north creates a distinct water-based habitat
attracting otters and kingfishers. Both Ings Beck and the River Kyle ultimately flow into the
River Ouse.

The bedrock geology of the Parish is straightforward in the lower lying areas to the far
north and the southern half of the Parish; in both it is uniform mudstone which was
deposited under the arid conditions of the Triassic period (248 to 205 million years ago).
The higher parts of the Parish forming part of the Howardian Hills ridge share their
bedrock geology with the ridge. This is a more complicated mixture of various types of
sandstone with some limestone, siltstone and mudstone mixed in (see Map 9) which were
lain down in the Jurassic period (195 to 140 million years ago). Superficial deposits are a
mixture of glacial till, fluvial deposits, lake-bed sediments and sand.

The settlement of the Parish is in and immediately around the village of Husthwaite. All
other settlement is farms and farm buildings which are spread around the Parish.

The development within the village is along the roads which form a rectangle with
offshoots down Low Street and Highthorne Lane to the west. In the centre of this
rectangle is a green spacious heart to the village of about 4 hectares where there are
public footpaths, hedgerows and many mature trees giving the village a sense of openness
and space. Viewed from the public footpath up towards Beacon Banks the village is seen
to have a considerable number of trees (see Photo 4). These are in the green heart of the
village, along footpaths and in private gardens. There are also woodland areas in the
Parish on Bell Lane, at Bell Banks and by Ings Beck to the west of the village, Peep-‘o-day
Wood in the far south of the Parish and Beacon Banks Wood which is on the boundary of
the Parish but gives a distinct character to the far north-east of the Parish. The Parish has
two Natural England designated Woodland Corridors (see Map 8). The woods and trees
generally in the Parish are an important historical landscape link to Husthwaite’s past. The
name Husthwaite is Old Norse for ‘house in a clearing in the wood’.

14
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Photo 4: From the green heart of the village towards the North York Moors National Park

Some of the trees are the remnants of old orchards. Husthwaite has been known as the
Orchard Village of North Yorkshire due to its history of growing and trading fruit since the
early 17" century. Many of the village properties have large and fertile “garths”, an
enclosed part of a garden or paddock, which contained orchards and still contain many
fruit trees. These are found principally on both sides of Low Street but also on the north
side of High Street. The trade reached its peak around the early 1900s when the fruit was
transported to wholesalers or jam makers in the north-east of England. There are also a
number of old orchards containing trees over 300 years old outside the village, for
example, at Flower O’ May, Highthorne and The Old Lodge. This tradition is continued
through the ‘Orchards of Husthwaite’ cider business which is run out of the village.

The Parish Church of St Nicholas dates from the 12" century and is Grade II* listed. The
oldest dwellings in the village are at Baxby Manor, with the core of the building dating
from around 1300. A number of other dwellings in the village are listed and a significant
part of the village is a Conservation Area (see map 15). There is much evidence of
medieval ridge and furrow land.? Earth banks and intervening depressions result from
prolonged ploughing activities from the Middle Ages, typical of the open-field system.
Much of the ridge and furrow land in the Parish is found near current farms (Acaster Hill,
Woolpots and Throstle Nest) and some of the village houses such as Highthorne, Lists
House and Mount House. Map 3 shows a comparison of the 1856 Ordnance Survey map

2 Agriculture and Settlement in Medieval Husthwaite and Baxby, North Yorkshire, Annie Richardson. University of York.
September 2011.
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of the village and immediately surrounding area with a recent Google Earth image of the
same area.

e

Photo 5: St Nicholas’ Church and corner of village green.

There is a good diversity of wildlife in the Parish due the variety of habitat types including
riverine, woodland, farmland and hedgerows. Within the woodland and hedgerows the
presence of plants such as Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Dog’s Mercury
(Mercurialis perennis) and Wild Arum (Arum maculatum) indicate ancient origins. Hedges
containing such species could be between 300 and 1000 years old. Many bird species
occur including those on the British Trust for Ornithology Red List such as Yellowhammer
(Emberiza citronella), Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus) and Willow Tit (Poecile montanus).
As well as Ings Beck supporting otters, there are verges and areas of rough grassland
providing hunting grounds for Barn Owl (Tyto alba). As there are many springs and wet
ground in the Parish there is a thriving amphibian population, notably the Common Toad
(Bufo bufo), Common Frog (Rana temporaria) and Smooth Newt (Lissotriton vulgaris). On
areas of unimproved pasture, you can find wildflowers such as Pignut (Conopodium majus)
and on damp areas Lady’s Smock (Cardamine pratensis) and Meadow Sweet (Filipendula
ulmaria). There are established Badger setts and field margins support Brown Hare (Lepus
europaeus). Old pantile roofs within the village provide nesting sites for Swifts and roosts
for bats. The undeveloped green heart in the centre of the village supports a diversity of
wildlife. Flora and fauna are thus an important aspect of the Parish.

These landscape features provide the most important elements of the ‘green
infrastructure network’ that supports habitat and wildlife and form the stepping stones

16



through the village and the wider Parish of the countywide biodiversity network of wildlife
corridors linking areas such as the National Landscapes.

mt.l Classitcatan

Map 6: Agricultural Land Classification
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Map 7: Watercourses and flood risk
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Map 8: Woodland corridors
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Map 9: Bedrock geology
Key

Redcar Mudstone Formation Mudstone
Whitby Mudstone Formation Mudstone
Dogger Formation Sandstone

Saltwick Formation

Sandstone, siltstone and mudstone

Cloughton Formation

Sandstone

Staithes Sandstone Formation

Sandstone

Lebberson Member

Sandstone and limestone

Cleveland Ironstone Formation

Mudstone, sandstone and ironstone

Eller Beck Formation

Limestone and mudstone
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6.1
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Existing Designations

Historic Landscape Characterisation (2010)

The North Yorkshire and Lower Tees Valley historic landscape characterisation project was
carried out between 2005 and 2010. The process involved identifying and describing
historic components in the rural and urban landscape. It started by describing current land
use, then used aerial photography, modern and historic maps and other data to gain an
understanding of how an area has changed over time. By understanding how landscapes
have evolved, change can be managed to conserve features that give places their unique
character.

It is clear from this work that human activity has had a profound impact on the Parish.
There are only three broad character landscape types in the Parish, Settlement, Woodland
and Enclosed land, the vast bulk being the final category. More detailed Heritage
Landscape Classification (HLC) character types can be found on a NYC interactive map
(https://maps.northyorks.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main?mapcfg=HLC). Much of
the land in the Parish appears to have been enclosed in the early 19" century. There is
also reference to earlier piecemeal enclosure and late post medieval enclosure in some
areas. Although there is no specific reference to ridge and furrow land in the Parish it was
determined by Annie Richardson in her 2011 York University thesis® that there are a

number of areas of ridge and furrow in the Parish. What is clear is that in most places
pre-existing piecemeal enclosure, presumably dating back to medieval times, has been
superseded by medium sized regular fields. The HLC type records indicate that there has
been a high or very high degree of field boundary loss since the first edition of the
Ordnance Survey maps in roughly half the Parish, whilst the other half shows a consistent
pattern of enclosure since the first edition OS or shows “significant legibility”. This means
there are many elements of the previous historic character within the landscape forming
prominent landscape features. In the case of the green heart of the village, there has
been a small increase in boundaries since the first edition.

Conservation Area

The Conservation Area in Husthwaite village was designated in April 1987 (see map 15,
p.38). It recognises the special architectural and historic character of the majority of the
village.

National Character Areas

England has 159 National Character Areas (NCAs). Each NCA represents an area of distinct
and recognisable character at the national scale. Their boundaries follow natural lines in
the landscape, not county or district boundaries. This can form a useful framework for
decision-making and planning for future change at a high level. Each NCA is described in
an interactive ‘profile’. Each profile first outlines the natural and cultural features that
shape the landscape. It then explains how the landscape has changed over time, and what

8 Agriculture and Settlement in Medieval Husthwaite and Baxby, North Yorkshire, p.13 ante
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is influencing current changes, with reference to available data and information. Finally, it
presents an outline of the ecosystem services provided by the landscape. Statements of
Environmental Opportunity (SEOs) offer guidance on key issues. They aim to help guide
land management and other activities to strengthen character and strengthen resilience to
pressures such as climate change. NCAs can help inform choices about land management
and landscape change, providing valuable evidence to help inform planning decisions.

The whole of Husthwaite Parish is in one NCA — Profile No. 28 - Vale of York. In the context
of our Parish we consider this NCA is unhelpfully broad. Although the southern part of the
Parish does reflect some of the highlighted characteristics of the Vale of York, we consider

the north-eastern part of the Parish, including the village of Husthwaite, should be part of

NCA Profile No. 29 - Howardian Hills.

Some of the key characteristics of the Vale of York are:

o Alargely open, flat and low-lying landscape between the higher land of the Southern
Magnesian Limestone ridge to the west, the Howardian Hills to the north and the
Yorkshire Wolds to the east;

e Predominantly agricultural land use with, with medium to large-scale arable fields
defined by hedgerows (which are often low and intermittent with sparse hedgerow
trees) and fences. Large dispersed farmsteads and small villages on higher land are set
within a quiet rural landscape.

e Wetland features dotted through the wider landscape of the NCA providing stepping
stones between wider areas of water-dependent and priority habitat, such as
important remnants of “ings”"meadows on the river flood plains.

As noted above there are certainly aspects of the southern part of the Parish which align
with NCA Profile 28. Notably arable farming on flat, open landscapes and hedge bound
fields. The reference to villages on higher ground is potentially misleading. None of the
Vale of York villages are on the Howardian Hills ridge, instead they are on slightly higher
raised areas of ground above the flood plain. For example, Tollerton and Alne are on the
20m contour. Sutton-on-the- Forest is at 30m, slightly higher than the surrounding
countryside. Stillington is between 35 and 50m, again above much of the surrounding
countryside.

Among the key characteristics of the Howardian Hills NCA which we consider are
applicable to the north-eastern part of the Parish, and particularly the village of
Husthwaite, are:

e Complex landform of ridges, plateaux, plateau fringes, hills and valleys, with
prominent scarps along the outermost edges, and glacial drift deposits forming a
more undulating landform in the south and west. The land at the northern edge of
the Parish falls away steeply at the eastern end to the Coxwold/Gilling gap.

e Extensive and varied woodland cover, often ancient in origin, including large
coniferous plantations, mixed and deciduous woodlands in sheltered valleys, with
alder woods in damp valley bottoms.

22
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6.14

e Country houses with their designed parklands, wood pasture, veteran trees and often
actively managed woodland. Highthorne on the western edge of the village is a listed
16™ century manor house.

North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project (2011)

In April 2009, an external consultant was commissioned by North Yorkshire County Council
Countryside Service to undertake a Landscape Characterisation Project (the Project) to lay
a foundation for strategic and long-term approaches to deepening understanding and
raising awareness of landscapes within North Yorkshire and York. It was intended to be a
reference document for everyone with an interest in the sustainable management of the
landscapes which are a defining characteristic of the countryside, coast and settlements of
North Yorkshire.

The Project report contains some interesting history on the human impact on the
landscape. This is more general than the work undertaken as part of the Historic
Landscape Characterisation Project referred to in paragraphs 6.1 and 6.2 above. Thereis a
general description of the human influences on the landscape of North Yorkshire. It is
noted that in the Bronze Age (c. 2000-800 BCE) upland areas, particularly around Yearsley
Moor have a dense distribution of Bronze Age monuments, in particular burial mounds, as
well as flint, stone and metal artefacts. Most evidence from this period has been found in
upland areas, due to evidence from lowland areas being destroyed by subsequent human
activity. If there is Bronze Age activity remaining in the Parish it will be on higher ground
around the village.

The Project report provides some general land use history which is interesting to read in
the context of the specific HLC work referred to in paragraph 6.2 above. The farmed
landscape during the medieval period was chiefly open arable fields broken sporadically by
deer parks and managed woodland. Pasture was located on valley bottoms as well as on
the upland plateau areas of moorland. In the main, between two and three unenclosed
fields, centred on a single settlement, were farmed communally but divided into strips. It
was this process that results in the narrow strip fields and older remnant ridge and furrow
found today.

In the 16th century the landscape was still dominated by many large open fields with few
hedges and little tree cover, however during the following centuries a pattern of farms
surrounded by fields enclosed with hedges or stone walls was established.

By 1700, an enclosure act resulted in large scale enclosures that were often accompanied
by the conversion of old pasture to a new arable system. Enclosed pastures were common
in the Dales and the fields on the edge of the North York Moors had been enclosed.
However, many hectares in the Vale of York and the Wolds remained unenclosed until a
series of Acts between 1730 and 1810. The majority of parliamentary enclosures were
carried out between 1760 and 1830.

In terms of the modern landscape, the Howardian Hills are listed as a notable wooded
area in North Yorkshire as are remnants of the Forest of Galtres on the Vale of York. Of
particular relevance to the Parish, it is noted that the field patterns and boundaries in
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North Yorkshire date from several periods and include both modern and ancient features.
Many boundaries survive from the medieval landscape and some from earlier periods.
However, the landscape is dominated by hedgerows and walls which were established
during successive periods of enclosure between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries.

The Project’s attempt to set out the relationship between the NCAs in North Yorkshire and
the Landscape Character Types defined at a NYC level is not particularly helpful given the
NCA landscape character assessment is too broad to capture properly the Parish’s
landscape. There is however a standalone assessment of the landscapes of North
Yorkshire. The Parish falls into: Character Area 12 — Wooded Hills and Valleys; and Area 28
—Vale Farmland with Plantation Woodland and Heathland.

Character Area 12
Key Characteristics (relevant items)

e Strong historic character within villages, linear form with wide grass verges and
widespread use of vernacular materials;
A series of pronounced hills rise from the surrounding lower landscapes;
A network of minor roads closely related to topography;
Lower land comprises large-scale, modern improved fields, whilst higher land is
predominantly covered by medium to small scale fields of piecemeal enclosure.

Character Area 28
Key Characteristics (relevant items)

e A patchwork of low lying, predominantly arable fields, often delineated by a
network of mature hedgerows and interspersed with patches of regular-shaped
mixed and coniferous plantation woodlands;

e Distant visual containment is provided by higher Landscape Character Types to the
east and west;

Strong sense of openness throughout much of this Landscape Character Type;
Scattered settlement pattern of towns, villages and farmsteads within the
landscape around the main historic City of York (which forms part of the Urban
Landscapes Primary Landscape Unit).

Hambleton Landscape Character Assessment and Sensitivity Study (2016)

At a more local level, the Hambleton LCA describes variations in character between
different areas and types of landscape in the former District of Hambleton, of which the
Parish formed a part. This provides an evidence base for local development frameworks
and plans, articulating what people perceive as distinctive and special about all landscapes
in Hambleton. It also sets out strategies and guidelines for the protection, management
and planning of the landscape. The following LCAs cover the Neighbourhood Plan area:
Area 23 — Yearsley Ridge (see Map 10); Area 25 — Tholthorpe Moors (see Map 11); and
Area 16 — North York Moors Fringe (see Map 12).
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Map 12: Southern part of Area 16 — North York Moors fringe
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Each area is described using a number of criteria:

Area 23 - Yearsley Ridge

Criteria Description

Topography An elevated area, forming the highest ground in Hambleton. The
area comprises a steep scarp slope in the east and gently rolling
hills in the west, with some flatter agricultural areas. Narrow,
incised valleys cut across the scarp slope.

Scale The ridge is long and narrow. It contains many smaller scale

landscape features including hedges, trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern
and complexity

Mixture of woodland and farmland, the latter comprising
medium to large scale arable and smaller scale pasture around
settlements.

Perceptual qualities

Contrast between intimate narrow and wooded dales and more
open arable land. Well wooded, providing further enclosure.

Skyline character
and visual
prominence

The ridge has a key role as the skyline perceived from the
south-eastern part of Hambleton. Its steep scarp slope is seen
from a number of locations.

Visual sensitivities
and intervisibility

The area is highly visible from the south, since it forms the
highest ground in Hambleton. There are also long views across
the Vales of Mowbray and York.

Area 25 - Tholthorpe Moors

Criteria Description

Topography Flat to very gently undulating, with minor topographical
variation such as low ridges.

Scale Broad scale, with many smaller scale landscape features

including hedges, trees and farmsteads.

Landscape pattern
and complexity

Variable pattern including some large-scale intensive arable
farmland, as well as some smaller-scale areas of pasture with a
historic field pattern. Historic features have a limited visual
influence.

Perceptual qualities

A relatively open landscape with little woodland cover. Rural and
tranquil in the west, with only small villages and minor roads.
More developed in the centre and east,

Skyline character
and visual
prominence

Flat skyline, with occasional low ridges. Occasional long views
are available including to the North York Moors and the White
Horse at Kilburn.
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Visual sensitivities
and intervisibility

Inter-visible with the hills to the north-east.

Area 16 — North York Moors Fringe

Criteria Description

Topography A transition between the hills and vales. Rolling, rounded hills
and knolls together with wide flat sheltered areas.

Scale There is a clear sense of enclosure and seclusion within many

areas, between or below the rounded hills of the character area,
and due to the proximity of the Hambleton Hills to the east.

Landscape pattern
and complexity

Larger scale arable fields in flatter areas to the west and south.

Perceptual qualities

There is a clear sense of tranquillity in many places, particularly
in secluded areas away from overt modern features such as the
A19 and overhead power line.

Skyline character
and visual
prominence

The Hambleton Hills form a distinctive skyline, and in
conjunction with rolling hills and knolls, gives a sense of
enclosure in many places.

Visual sensitivities
and intervisibility

The area is overlooked by the Hambleton Hills, and from some
locations views are available across the Vales to the west.

The LCA considers sensitivity to general development. The following is noted for each

area:

Area 23 - Yearsley Ridge

e The more variable landform of the Yearsley Ridge area increases its sensitivity to
development generally.

e Larger-scale development would be highly visible in views from the south and
from the North York Moors National Park.

e There is a key relationship between the National Park and the AONB across the
shallow valley that crosses the northern part of this character area, and which is
therefore highly sensitive to intrusive change.

Traditional villages are also noted as a key sensitivity.
Extensive mixed woodland forms a significant habitat resource;

Area 25 - Tholthorpe Moors

e This character area is generally sensitive to built development due to its rural

character.

e Modern settlement expansion and roads have a localised effect on tranquillity,
particularly in the north-east of the area.
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e New woodland and hedgerow planting would enhance the green infrastructure
role of this landscape.

e strategic recreational routes, including Cycle route 657 and route 65 which link
Easingwold with the Swale / Ure / Ouse corridor.

Area 16 — North York Moors Fringe

e The North York Moors Fringe is generally sensitive to built development,
particularly in the most secluded and tranquil locations.

e The landscape in this area is small-scale and complex, gradually opening out
towards the simpler landscapes of the Vale of Mowbray to the west. As such this is
a transitional area with accordingly higher sensitivity to large scale development.

e Potential for effects on views from the Vale of Mowbray towards the Hambleton
Hills.

6.21 Itis considered that Area 23 — Yearsley Ridge and Area 25 — Tholthorpe Moors are helpful
in characterising certain parts of the Parish. Area 16 — North York Moors fringe is of more
limited value but does highlight the sensitivity to built development and the importance of
the views towards the Hambleton Hills.

Dark Skies

6.22  Map 13 is produced by the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (CPRE) showing
the relative brightness of light in the land around the Parish.
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6.23

6.24

Map 13 — Dark skies

One of the precious attributes of the Howardian Hills National Landscape, including the
Parish, is its dark skies. Tranquil, dark rural landscapes are an increasingly rare and highly
valued characteristic of the countryside, contributing not only to the natural beauty and
distinctiveness of the area, but also to biodiversity, public health, and the local economy.
National planning policy recognises this, with paragraph 198 of the National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) requiring local plans to identify and protect areas of tranquility
that remain relatively undisturbed by noise and are appreciated for their recreational and
amenity value. It also emphasises the need to limit the impact of artificial lighting on local
amenity, dark landscapes, and nature conservation.

The Hambleton Local Plan (Policy E7) reflects this principle at the local level, requiring that
development in rural areas must conserve and, where possible, enhance those places

notable for their remoteness, tranquility, and dark skies. This is particularly relevant to
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6.25

6.26

6.27

6.28

6.29

parts of the Parish that benefit from low levels of light pollution and noise, helping to
maintain the peaceful, rural character that residents and visitors value.

Artificial light can be harmful to wildlife, particularly nocturnal species such as bats and
moths, by disrupting natural behaviour, movement and reproduction. Light pollution also
affects human health and wellbeing by interfering with circadian rhythms and sleep,
leading to increased stress, fatigue and reduced mental alertness. Artificial light doesn’t
respect boundaries. It can spread for miles, bleeding out from built-up areas and into the
skies over our countryside and so excessive lights in Husthwaite Parish could impact
significantly on the National Landscape and its special environment.

Dark skies also provide cultural and economic benefits. They are an increasing draw for
tourism, particularly welcome in the darker months, and promote an interest in astronomy
and the natural world.

The North York Moors was designated an International Dark Sky Reserve in 2020. Building
on this, the Howardian Hills National Landscape launched a joint Dark Skies Project in 2022
with the National Park. This joint project supports villages in helping reduce light pollution
across both designated landscapes. It also increases awareness of the issue. Most
importantly it gives Howardian Hills communities the opportunity to become officially
Dark Skies Friendly.

Husthwaite, as a Howardian Hills National Landscape community, has excellent dark skies.
On a clear night, the sky is spectacular with countless stars and the ability to see the Milky
Way.

Husthwaite achieved Dark Skies Friendly status in October 2025 and is able to display the
logo. This required the following criteria to be met:

e Demonstrate community support to achieve the standard. The Parish voted
overwhelmingly at a Dark Skies event in October 2023 to begin the accreditation
process.

e Undertake a sample survey of external lights in the village with at least 60% being
dark sky friendly compliant. This was carried out in February 2025 and the village
exceeded the benchmark and has now moved on to the next stage below.

e Deliver a significant lighting improvement project where dark sky friendly lighting
has been fitted. This has been completed at the village hall.

® Raise light pollution implications of potential developments in the village and run at
least one outreach event per year to raise awareness (e.g. stargazing, photography,
night walks, family craft sessions or nocturnal wildlife events). Night walks are
already a regular Parish event.

® Promote dark skies conservation efforts and awareness via village newsletters,
social media, webpage and appropriate public spaces.
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7.

Husthwaite Parish — Local Landscape Character Areas

Establishing the Local Landscape Character Areas

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

The process of defining the Local Landscape Character Areas involved examination and
discussion of the relevant National Character Areas (NCA), the North Yorkshire and York
Landscape Characterisation Project and the Hambleton Landscape Character Areas.

Fieldwork was also carried out by a group of residents who visited key locations around
the Parish on foot, together and individually, to assess the characteristics which make the
landscape special across a broad range of landscape elements. Feedback in the residents’
survey was also used to ensure local knowledge was maximised to arrive at the landscape
descriptions for the Parish.

In the light of all the above it was decided that there are 3 distinct Local Landscape
Character Areas as follows and shown on Map 14 below:

The Howardian Hills Ridge (marked in Brown)

Flat and Gently Rising Land (marked in Green)

Stream and Wetland Area (marked in Blue)
Whilst contour lines and hydrology shown on maps were useful in helping to define the
boundaries for these LLCAs, it was noted that areas often merge subtly rather than as
abruptly as lines on a map might suggest. Local change of slope, current land use,

historical land use and patterns or vegetation and soils were often better indicators of a
change in the character of the landscape and fieldwork helped to define these boundaries.
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Map 14: Landscape Character Areas

The Landscape Characteristics of Husthwaite Parish

a) The Howardian Hills Ridge

Key Characteristics

e Tranquil area set apart from much of the surrounding landscape due to its elevated
position.

e Feeling of space due to extensive long views across a rural landscape. From the village and
surrounding footpaths there are views in all directions including to the Pennines (Yorkshire
Dales), across the Vale of York and north over the Vale of Mowbray and across the
Coxwold/Gilling Gap to the North York Moors. There are also views across open green
spaces within and immediately around the village.
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The linear development of the village gives properties a spacious feel as almost all have
open green rural space on at least one side. This includes the various green spaces in the
village such as the green heart of the village and East View green.

Trees and hedges form a significant feature in the landscape throughout and around the
village and along field boundaries.

The village of Husthwaite and its rising approaches form a key gateway to the Howardian
Hills National Landscape particularly from the A19 trunk road to the west, but also from
Coxwold and Carlton Husthwaite to the north and Easingwold to the south.

The village is home to many of the key heritage assets in the Parish which provide
character to the village and an immediate visual connection to its past.

Topography and Drainage

This high ground is the westernmost point of the Howardian Hills ridge as the land falls
away to the Vales of Mowbray and York.

Ground rising distinctly from the north, west and south at around the 40-50m contour. On
approach from all these directions the ridge is very distinct as high ground rising to the
distance.

There are many springs rising in and around the village of Husthwaite. There is also a
permanent pond to the west of Flower O’ May. Slopes in this area are saturated in winter
as the water table at the end of the ridge is close to the surface.

There is a stream which forms the northern part of the boundary of the Parish on the east
side which is unnamed on OS maps (known locally as Garbutts Ghyll). This cuts a distinct
valley heading south through the ridge and, when viewed from the Howardian Hills, draws
the eye and frames views looking south-west towards the Vale of York and Pennines.

Biodiversity

The gardens and green spaces in and around the village are a haven for wildlife and plants.
The wet ground created by springs around the village encourages amphibians including
the smooth newt, common toad and common frog. Natural England great crested newt
class survey licence returns identified the presence of great crested newt at Beacon Banks
and Flower O’ May. We see a large variety of species of bird including House Sparrows,
Tree Sparrows, Chiffchaffs, Black Caps, Song Thrush, Starling, Marsh Tit, Goldfinch and
Greenfinch.

The woodland habitat along the edge of the most north easterly part of the area is home
to badgers and owls.

Swifts are able to nest under old pantile roofs of houses in the village. Bats also roost in
roofs of older properties and in mature trees, with cracks and crevices, around gardens.
Watching the Swifts, Swallows and House Martins flying over gardens on summer
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evenings is a joy. At twilight the bats are seen catching insects in flight. There are also
Buzzards, Red Kites and Kestrels seen regularly over this area.

e The village supports a significant hedgehog population.

e Hedgerows comprise many trees and shrubs including Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Holly, Hazel
and Wych Elm.

e The gardens and hedgerows around the village are particularly rich in insect life. For
example, over 300 moth species have been recorded in the village.

e Wild flowers are encouraged on Kendrew Green and parts of the Multi-Use Games Area
which are treated as hay meadows and cut in late summer. Verges and “garths” are a
good source of wild flowers. All these areas encourage a wide range of butterfly species.

Land Cover and Land Use

e The village of Husthwaite and surrounding non-farming properties in the Parish are all in
this area.

e Much of the rest of the land in this area is open, green agricultural land primarily arable
with some pasture land stocked with cattle and sheep. Fields are a mix of sizes in this area
and are generally semi-irregular. There are also a number of green spaces in the village
such as the village green opposite the church, Kendrew Green at the southern entrance to
the village and East View Green.

Woodland and Hedgerows
® There are areas of woodland particularly in the west and south of the area.

e Almost all properties have gardens, a number being substantial historic “garths”. Most of
these contain trees. The name Husthwaite is Old Norse for house in a clearing in the
wood.

e The area contains a number of orchards some of which are historic dating back to the time
when the village was known as the orchard village of North Yorkshire.

e There is an extensive network of hedgerows around fields and gardens including front
gardens facing onto the roads. Some have already been identified as over 500 years old.
Particular examples are found at: Walker Lane around the Croft on The Nookin, alongside
paths to Flower O’ May and along Highthorne Lane. Outside the village and its environs,
there has been a reduction in hedges since the publication of the first Ordnance Survey
maps in 1846 — 1863 as fields have been enlarged. Hedges along roadsides are generally
maintained at a low height of 1-1.5m. This helps to maintain the landscape’s sense of
openness and is also safer for drivers and particularly cyclists.

Building Distribution
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e The village follows a linear pattern along the roads. Low Street leads up from the west
and at the village green joins a rectangle comprising High Street, the Nookin, Gibbet Hill
and East View. The central core of this rectangle of roads is an uncultivated green heart of
countryside within the village. This open space connects visually with the open
countryside around the village.

e The village has a sense of space and openness, given most properties have green space on
at least one side.

® Much of the village is a Conservation Area.
e Buildings are either sandstone or brick construction with a mix of slate and pantile roofs.

e Generally sympathetic development has continued over the years up to the present,
meaning the village has retained its distinctly rural character.

Transport Pattern

e Minor roads throughout the area. All roads outside the village are flanked by hedges.
Some are single track.

e Pavements only in the village and then not on all roads.

e Good network of maintained public footpaths in and around the village giving access to
the green heart of the village and to the countryside in all directions from the village.
Many of these are thought to be ancient.*

e The roads into the village are all gateways into the National Landscape and therefore an
important part of the experience of visitors. The approaches from the A19, both direct to
the village and via Carlton Husthwaite, in particular, are well used as the A19 is the most
likely route for motorists coming to the National Landscape from the west.

Historic Features

e St Nicholas’ Church in the village dates from the 12" century and is Grade I1* listed. There
is also a Wesleyan Chapel and Hall. There are six Grade Il listed properties in this area (see
Map 15) and a number of properties which are architecturally notable (eg Cote House and
Flower O’ May cart sheds).

e The orchards in this area are historically important to the village and were the principal
source of income for many villagers until the early 20™ century. Some trees in gardens,
garths and orchards are over 300 years old especially the Hessle pears. The fruit trees are
principally apples, pears, plums and damsons. There is also fruit hedging, particularly
damson, for example forming the boundary of The White House facing the village green.

4 Agriculture and Settlement in Medieval Husthwaite and Baxby, North Yorkshire, p.9 ante
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Specific old orchards are found in this area at Flower O’ May, Highthorne, behind the Old
Lodge and at Lists House

® Ancient hedges are noted above. These could be anywhere between 300 and 1000 years
old.

e There are a number of medieval ridge and furrow fields in this area. In particular: the land
parallel to and to the south of Low Street; to the south of Highthorne Lane; on the ridge
east of Lists House and around Sand Hill Farm.

e There is a small disused sandstone quarry clearly visible from Amplecarr approaching the
village of Husthwaite from the west. This highlights the harder nature of the bed rock in
the Howardian Hills Ridge area of the Parish.

Condition

e The area is largely well-maintained gardens or cultivated farmland. There are limited
wilder areas. The green heart of the village being one and wooded areas another. Hedges
on field boundaries and roads are regularly cut to maintain them at 1-1.5m.

e Public footpaths in the area are maintained by residents bi-annually.

Aesthetic and Sensory

e Overwhelming feeling of space. Uplifting sense of connection to the wider landscape of
North Yorkshire.

® A calm and peaceful rural area with limited traffic and virtually no traffic noise.
e Houses are often set back from the road with gardens and hedges rather than paved areas
or parking in front. This makes a significant contribution to the green spacious feel of the

village.

o \Very low light pollution. The village obtained in October 2025 Dark Skies Friendly
accreditation.

e Green backdrop in all areas, either open fields and green spaces or tree canopy
contributing to a feeling of calm and space.

e Constant pronounced sound of birdsong when walking around the village and surrounding
footpaths and no constant traffic noise.

Distinctive Features
e The position of the village and ridge at the end of the Howardian Hills Ridge.

e The views which are described below.
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There are a number of distinctive trees which are protected by TPOs.

The linear development around the rectangle of roads.

Views and Vistas

Unique long-distance views from this area in every direction except due east, although the
Yorkshire Wolds can be seen to the south-east.

Views to the north over the Coxwold/Gilling gap to the Hambleton Hills and southern edge
of the North York Moors. Particular highlights being the White Horse at Kilburn, the ruins
of Byland Abbey (which is visible from the north side of High Street and Beacon Banks)
and St Michael’s Church at Coxwold.

To the north-west and west views across the Vale of Mowbray to the Pennines. The
entrance to Wensleydale is clear, Pen Hill and Braithwaite Moor forming a very distinct
pair of steps on the south side of the dale. On a very clear day the entrance to Swaledale
is also visible to the north-west. The mountains between Nidderdale and Wharfedale
(Great Whernside and Buckden Pike) can be clearly seen. RAF Menwith Hill can also be
seen on the high ground to the west of Harrogate.

To the south the land rolls away down to the Vale of York, with York Minster clearly visible
from Beacon Banks. On a clear day it is possible to see at least 50km to the south.

There are also much-loved views from within or just outside the village. Some put the
village in its geographical context eg looking down on the village from the footpath up
Beacon Banks. Others look across the village from eg Highthorne Lane, the footpath to
Flower O’ May, or from the footpath in the green heart of the village parallel with the
Nookin, towards the White Horse with St Nicholas’ Parish Church in the foreground. There
are also notable views down East View towards the White Horse and down the Nookin.

Relationship to adjacent landscape character types

To the west and south the land falls away within the Parish to lower lying land.

There is a strong visual connection between this area and the National Park to the north.
Each is highly visible from the other.

The ridge area forms an obvious start to the Howardian Hills when viewed from the Vales
of Mowbray and York to the west and south. In particular from the A19 trunk road that
runs to the west of the Parish. The end of the ridge is also very distinct from the East
Coast main railway line. The village and its approaches from the west, south and north
perform a key role as a gateway to the Howardian Hills.

Current and potential future development pressure that affect the local landscape character
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Pressure for residential development throughout the area leading to creeping
suburbanisation and a loss of character and the open, tranquil, rural nature of the current
settlement.

Inappropriate development in depth behind the linear settlement pattern. The creation of
urban style housing estates.

Residential development which does not fit with the traditional materials and design that
characterise the village.

Adverse impact on the Conservation Area and encroachment on the countryside and/or
the green heart of the village.

Loss of trees, woodland cover or hedgerows that are key to biodiversity and provide the
foundation of a green network in this area, with important wider links north into the
North York Moors National Park.

Industrial structures such as ground based solar and/or shipping container sized battery
containers, large wind turbines and further pylons and electricity infrastructure. Attempts
to screen such infrastructure would also be out of keeping with the general open
character of the area.

Increased or diverted surface and sub-surface water run off impacting existing properties
including through development where the water table is shallow or comes to the surface.

Increased light pollution impacting dark skies.

Development which erodes the peace and tranquility of this landscape, including the
introduction of man-made sensory disturbance such as noise.

Landscape management and development considerations

Avoid development which does not fit with the landscape character or historic settlement
pattern or exacerbates inappropriate historic developments which do not fit with the
landscape character or settlement pattern.

Avoid developing in depth behind existing linear/ribbon development in order to maintain
existing green spaces and field and hedgerow pattern. Avoiding expanding the village
boundary wherever possible particularly around the entrances to the village to avoid
sprawl into open countryside.

Avoid industrial development which impacts the views from this area or the rural, green
peaceful character of the landscape. The elevated position of the Howardian Hills ridge
increases its sensitivity to development generally but particularly large-scale or
industrial-type development such as ground based solar. Larger scale development would
be highly visible from the south and from the Howardian Hills National Landscape and the
North York Moors National Park in the west and north.

38



Views to the west and south west from footpaths near Flower O’ May, Red House and
Woolpots are already materially adversely effected by the 240 acre Boscar Solar Farm
which, although not in the Parish, runs up to the Parish boundary. Any further
development in this area would have a major adverse cumulative effect on the landscape
character.

Ensure new developments match the local vernacular and use local building materials.

Alterations and extensions to dwellings should have appropriate regard to the character of
the existing dwelling, in particular to ensure that the scale and design respects the
character of the original dwelling and its setting in the landscape.

Consider how, cumulatively, development (not necessarily of the same type) can have an
increased impact on the characteristics of the landscape.

Retain the field pattern bounded by hedgerows and protect established and ancient
hedges and mature trees. Encourage the management and where appropriate the
extension of broadleaf woodlands and hedgerows. Ensure hedgerows are maintained at a
height of 1-1.5m to protect the openness of the landscape and the long views.

The Neighbourhood Plan should consider and endeavour to implement mechanisms to
provide protection to green spaces within the village.

The Howardian Hills National Landscape should be extended to include this area. As
noted throughout this assessment, by any measure it is part of Howardian Hills; this
includes being designated as part of the Yearsley Ridge landscape area in the Hambleton
landscape character assessment.

Traffic calming measures would be appropriate on High Street and Low Street, particularly
near the Primary School.
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Map 15: Conservation Area and Listed Properties

Photo 1 — Looking east from near The Old Lodge showing the distinctive rolling landscape of the
Howardian Hills Ridge.
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Photo 2 — View south over Sand Hill Farm to the Vale of York indicating the elevated position of the
ridge land.

Photo 3 — Footpath along Beacon Banks with views west to Great Whernside and Buckden Pike.
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Photo 5 — Bluebells on Beacon Banks.
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Photo 6 — From Beacon Banks woods looking north to the White Horse at Kilburn, Coxwold Church
and Byland Abbey

Photo 7 — View towards the Vale of Mowbray and the Pennines from footpath in the green heart of
the village.
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Photo 8 — Looking towards High Street and the Hambleton Hills on the southern edge of the North
York Moors. This is taken from the green heart of the village which connects visually with the
surrounding countryside and provides an open feel to the village.
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Photo 9 — From the footpath in the green space in the middle of the village looking over St Nicholas
Church. Carlton Husthwaite and the Vale of Mowbray in the background. Note the wild hedgerows
which are a haven for wildlife in this area.

Photo 10 — Trees in the green heart of the village
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Photo 11 — Wild hedgerows in green heart of the village

Photo 12 — St Nicholas’ church tower. The church dates from the 12" Century.
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Photo 13 — Looking from the churchyard south west towards the White House.
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Photo 14 — Churchyard with village continuing to rise to the south and east
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Photo 16 — St Nicholas’s Church and High Street houses to the left from the field behind the church
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Photo 17 — The village clearly seen nestled on the ridge viewed from the north. Note the large
number of trees in and around the village, particularly in the middle.

Photo 18 — Looking north to Hood Hill and the White Horse from the footpath to Flower O’ May on
the ridge just to the south west of the village. Ancient mixed hedgerow running down the left of
the picture.
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Photo 19 — From Highthorne Lane looking north to St Nicholas’ Church and the houses near the
village green
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Photo 20 — Distinct valley carved by Garbutts Ghyll through the ridge land.
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Photo 22 — Old disused quarry to the west of the village highlights the hardness of the bedrock in
the ridge area.

Photo 23 — East View Green is one of a number of green spaces within the village which are an
important part of its character.

Photo 24 — High Street
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Photo 26 — The Nookin
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Photo 27 — Toads being run over on roads in and around the village prompted the erection of signs
to alert drivers. This one on the western approaches to the village
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Photo 28 — Stunning Copper Beech at the western entrance to the village.

b)

Flat and Gently Rising Land

Key Characteristics

Tranquil rural landscape with limited local traffic on two roads. Clearly dominated by
agriculture, being a mixture of arable and grass land for livestock.

All settlements in this area are individual farm properties owned, occupied and used by
those farming the surrounding land.

Spacious feeling with low cut hedges dividing fields and along roadsides. Although there
is limited woodland cover there are many individual trees particularly in hedgerows but

also in fields. Views to the higher ground to the north and east and, on the gently rising
land, views to the Pennines in the west.

Flat skyline and big skies to the south and west from the southern end of the area.

Topography and Drainage

Low lying and flat ground to the south and west of the area, undulating and rising slightly
to the north-east of the area.

Drainage is in the form of the River Kyle, which forms the southern border of the Parish,
and man-made ditches to address general field run-off and spring water from the higher
ground in the Parish.

Biodiversity

Particularly in hedges, trees and the watercourses. Bluebells (Hyacinthus non-scriptus) are
quite widespread in the woods and hedges along with Town Hall Clock (Adoxa
moschatellina) particularly at the northern end of Bell Lane.

The hedgerows shelter many wild flowers, notably Dogs’ Mercury (Mercurialis perennis),
Celandine (Chelidonium) and Primroses (Primula vulgaris). Certain field margins to the
southern end of the area have benefited from being left fallow and sown with wild flowers
to encourage butterflies and other insects, particularly bees, and birds.

Bird song less generally in evidence than in the other areas of the Parish due to the more
dispersed natural vegetation. There are, however, still significant numbers of bird species
present including Buzzard (Buteo buteo), Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs), Linnet (Linaria
cannabina), Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis), Whitethroat (Curruca communis),
Yellowhammer (Emberiza citronella) and Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus).
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e The hedgerows and the open nature of the countryside make this area a key wildlife
corridor allowing wildlife to connect through this open space between richer areas of
biodiversity.

Land Cover and Land Use
e Variable field pattern, generally medium sized intensive arable farmland, as well as some
smaller-scale areas of arable and pasture (often containing sheep or cattle) with an
historic field pattern which maps fairly well in most areas to the first edition Ordnance

Survey maps.

e There is an electricity sub-station in the north-west of this area and a 11kV pylon line
which runs from the north-west to the south-east of this area.

e Orchards of Husthwaite, a local cider business, operates from out-buildings at Baxby
Manor.

Woodland and Hedgerows
e Fields are delineated by a network of mature hedgerows containing many individual trees,
notably oak. These are kept at a height of 1 -1.5m. This is important for the open feel it
gives the landscape

® There are occasional clusters of mature trees.

e Thereis also one larger regular area of post medieval woodland (Peep O’ Day wood) which
is primarily Scots Pine and dates from before 1850°.

e Alongside the roads there are also verges which support wild flowers.
Building Distribution

e There are 9 collections of farm buildings, each collection linked to a separate farm. One is
currently disused but has recently been acquired.

e There is also the electricity sub-station and pylon line.
Transport Pattern

e There are only two minor through roads in this character area. As noted in relation to the
Howardian Hills ridge character area, these roads form gateways to the Howardian Hills
National Landscape. One connects the village of Husthwaite to the A19 trunk road and
the other connects Husthwaite and Easingwold. There is also Woolpots Lane, a public
highway which provides access to four farms.

5 North Yorkshire and the Lower Tees Valley Historic Landscape Character, 2010. Specific character HLC type interactive
map
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e There are some footpaths and a bridleway in this area.
Historic Features

® The oldest existing dwelling in the Parish is in this area. The original parts of the Grade Il
listed Baxby Manor were built in around 1300.

e The farmhouses in this area were almost all built between the mid 19" and early 20*
centuries. Acaster Hill is older and architecturally notable.

e Some of the hedgerows in this character area will be ancient hedges between 300 and 500
years old. Certainly many feature on first edition OS maps from the mid-1800s.

e There are some places in this area where ridge and furrow land survives. For example: in
the fields to the east of Baxby Manor; to the west and south-west of Throstle Nest (also

known as Scaw Carr);® and also at Acaster Hill, Woolpots, Highthorne and Springfield Farm.

e Although there was much Bronze Age activity in and around the Howardian Hills many of
the remains on the lower lying land have been lost due to farming.

Condition
e The land is largely agricultural land, there is therefore limited wilderness in this area.
There are exceptions, certain field boundaries and corners of fields have been left fallow
under a sustainable farming initiative to encourage biodiversity, there is also Peep O’ Day
Wood and the River Kyle which has many trees alongside it.
e Hedgerows are generally regularly cut and maintained at a height of 1-1.5m.
e In the southern part of the area the soil is light and sandy.
Aesthetic and Sensory
® Green, peaceful rural landscape. Overwhelming sense of quiet and solitude particularly
when walking paths and bridleways in this area given the very dispersed settlement

pattern.

e The flat nature of the landscape in the southern area with limited woodland and low
hedges creates a feeling of light and space. The “big sky” is a particular feature.

e Birdsong evident when walking footpaths, although less than in other landscape character
areas in the Parish.

® As noted above, there are wild flowers in hedgerows and along verges.

6 Agriculture and Settlement in Medieval Husthwaite and Baxby, North Yorkshire, p.9 ante
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e Thereis a high voltage pylon line but given its recessive colour the presence of trees and
the low lying nature of the landscape it is not a dominant feature.

Distinctive Features
e The openness and rural character of the landscape with big skies.
® An agricultural landscape of cultivated fields, pasture and hedgerows.

e A peaceful, green place with long views to higher ground to the north, east and west.

Views and Vistas

e Although the land is very flat in the southern part of the area, the views to the south and
west across farmland are limited with main features being trees, hedges and occasional
buildings. There are occasional glimpses of features in the distance (eg the Pennines)
where there is a break in the trees. It therefore feels different to the other areas of the
Parish.

e To the north and east the land can be seen rising up towards higher ground. There are
views here to the North York Moors (Hambleton Hills) and the iconic White Horse at
Kilburn

e As the land starts to rise to the north of this area there are views to the Pennines in the
west. These views also feature the Boscar Solar Farm just outside the Parish. This is a
significant industrialised area of 240 acres in an otherwise rural landscape which has a
significant adverse effect on the landscape.

Relationship to adjacent landscape character types
e To the north and east the land rises towards the Howardian Hills ridge which is a very
distinctive feature from this landscape character area. The North York Moors and the

White Horse at Kilburn also form part of the northerly backdrop to this area.

e The land to the south of this landscape character area is identical flat land continuing to
the market town of Easingwold.

e This landscape is more open than the stream and wetland landscape which is more
enclosed and intimate.

e This area is seen from a number of places in the Howardian Hills Ridge landscape as a
green low lying area. It is an important link to the flat land of the Vale of York with views

to the Pennines beyond.

Current and potential future development pressure that affect the local landscape character
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Accumulation of modern structures such as ground based solar, large wind turbines,
additional pylons and overhead lines and potentially fracking well heads. There is
pressure for additional electricity infrastructure connected to the sub-station. Just to the
west of the Parish is the Boscar Solar Power Station which has a significant adverse impact
on the area. Any further development of an industrial nature would have a major adverse
cumulative effect on the landscape character.

Loss of trees, woodland cover or hedgerows that are key to biodiversity and provide the
foundation of a green network in this area, with important wider links north into the
North York Moors National Park. Given the limited wilderness to encourage biodiversity in
this area loss of further wild habitat would have a significant impact.

Increased field sizes involving the removal of hedges. Allowing the hedges to become
overgrown to above 2m, particularly to provide screening, will have an adverse effect on
the openness and spacious feeling of the landscape.

Risk of residential development throughout the area leading to a loss of character and the
open, tranquil nature of the landscape area. Risk of further development of Easingwold
into or close to the rural landscape at the southern end of this area.

Development which erodes the peace and tranquillity of this landscape.

Increased light pollution impacting dark skies. Due to the sparse settlement in this area it
has some of the darkest skies in the Parish (see map 13)

Changes in the management of farmland.

Landscape management and development considerations

Avoid development which does not fit with the landscape character or historic settlement
pattern.

Avoid accumulation of modern structures including ground based solar, further electricity
infrastructure, additional pylons and overhead lines and fracking infrastructure.

Ensure any new developments match the local vernacular and use local building materials.

Consider how, cumulatively, development (not necessarily of the same type) can have an
increased impact on the characteristics of the landscape.

Retain the field pattern bounded by hedgerows and protect established and ancient
hedges and mature trees to maintain habitats.

Encourage the management and creation of further broadleaf woodlands.

Any development should stay as part of, or close to, the existing collections of farm
buildings to avoid extensive sprawl into open countryside.
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Photo 1 — Very flat land at the southern end of the landscape character area
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Photo 3 — the course of the River Kyle marked by trees.
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Photo 4 - View towards wooded area to west of Peep O’ Day Farm and just north of the River Kyle.
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Photo 5 — Livestock pasture and view to the Pennines from the south east of the landscape
character area.

Photo 6 — Drainage ditch and land rising to the north in the distance near Peep O’ Day Farm.
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Photo 7 — Area of re-wilding land near Baldrence Farm

Photo 8 — Glimpses of Hood Hill and the White Horse at Kilburn to the north from field near Spring
Field Farm.
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Photo 9 — Mature hedge and stand of oaks. In parts of this area the soil is particularly sandy.

Photo 10 — The line of the Pennines visible to the west. Sparse hedgerow with fencing.
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Photo 11 — Spring Field Farm.
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Photo 12 — Peep O’ Day Wood in the background with mature tree lined hedge.
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Photo 13 — Peep O’ Day Wood

Photo 14 — Increasingly clear views of the Pennines towards the north of this landscape character
area as the land starts to rise towards the Howardian Hills Ridge.
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Photo 15 — From a similar location to Photo 11. The glint and glare from the Boscar Solar Farm is
clearly visible to the right of the picture.

Photo 16 — Rising ground to the north and east. Pylon line also visible here but not obtrusive.
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Photo 17 — The northern edge of the flat agricultural land near Acaster Hill Farm. View to the south
with distinctive tree-lined hedgerows.

Photo 18 — View from the same point as Photo 13 looking west and still very flat.
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Photo 19 — Again from the same point, but looking north. The land rises noticeably from here to
the Howardian Hills Ridge. There are also more clumps of woodland in the landscape. The pylon
line across the shoulder of the ridge is more noticeable against the sky looking up but still not
obtrusive.

Photo 20 — Baxby Manor, which is Grade Il listed, is the oldest residential building in the Parish.
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Photo 21 — Orchards of Husthwaite brews its cider in outbuildings at Baxby Manor.

c) Stream and Wetland Area

Key Characteristics
e Tranquil stream settings and an intimate landscape with significant woodland.
e The vegetation and the low-lying position of this landscape restricts views. However, from
the most northerly part of the landscape character area there are views across low lying

arable land to the southern edge of the North York Moors and the White Horse.

e The streams in this landscape have a profound effect on its character, particularly the wild
flora and fauna. There is significant risk of flooding.

e The Hideaway campsite and Baxby Airfield are notable features in this landscape. Both
make use of the peaceful hidden nature of the landscape.

e The disused railway line embankment is a significant feature forming an undisturbed
nature corridor.

Topography and Drainage
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e This land is some of the lower lying land in the Parish (below 40m). It is a uniformly flat
flood plain, including arable land and drainage ditches north of the disused railway line,
but the land immediately to the south at the western end rises quickly to wooded hills in
the Howardian Hills Ridge area.

e The principal feature is Ings Beck and the ecosystem around it. After dry periods it is a
fairly shallow gentle stream, in spate it is significant with the ability to flood significant
areas. After periods of heavy rain much of this area becomes wet and marshy including
some surface pooling of water.

Biodiversity

e Although there are flora and fauna in this area common to other parts of the Parish, it also
contains notably distinct plants and animals.

e In particular Ings Beck is home to Otters and Kingfishers, Native White Clawed Crayfish
have been recorded in the Beck’. There are hedgehogs and deer.

e This area also attracts numerous bird species. These include Wren, Song Thrush, Reed
Bunting, Treecreeper, Skylark, Chiffchaff, Blackcap, Goldfinch, Linnet and the endangered
Willow Tit. There are also Buzzards, Kites and Kestrels and, over the wet ground, Herons.
We also have sightings of wintering waders, lapwing, golden plover, curlew and wild fowl.

e There are many wild flowers in this area which are attracted to the wetter conditions
particularly along the Beck and ditches. In particular, Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria),
Common Reed (Phragmites australis), Branched Bur-reed (Sparganium erectum), Hemlock
(Conium maculatum) and Water Violet (Hottonia palustris). Areas of riparian woodland
containing Wild Garlic (Allium ursinum), Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) and Red
Campion (Silene dioica). The disused railway line has Wild Primrose (Primula vulgaris),
Sweet Violet (Viola odorata) and Dog’s Mercury (Mercuralis perennis).

e The area also struggles with Himalayan Balsam which is a vigorous invasive, non-native
species.

e The edges of fields just to the south of Ings Beck have been left wild and sown with winter
bird mix.

Land Cover and Land Use
e The agricultural land in this area is all to the north of the disused railway embankment,
the rest of the land being taken up with stream and banks, woodland, the disused railway,

the campsite and airfield.

® Ings Beck is generally quiet in this area but the land is prone to waterlogging.

7 Husthwaite Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report 2024 — Wold Ecology
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Woodland and Hedgerows

e Woodland is a particular feature of this area, this includes a Natural England designated
Woodland Corridor (see Map 7) alongside Ings Beck.

e The disused railway line is mainly Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Elder. Along Ings Beck the
trees are typically Alder and Willow. The woodland areas are a mix of Oak, Sycamore, Ash
and Birch. Almost all the trees are deciduous.

e There is a significant new wood which straddles the disused railway line.

e Hedgerows are rich with wild flowers given the area has a wilder feel than other parts of
the Parish

Building Distribution

e The only buildings in this area are the airfield hangars and the central shower and toilet
block and cabins at the campsite.

Transport Pattern

e About 1km of footpath runs through the northern area from Baxby Manor, ultimately to
Thormanby. An unsurfaced vehicular track (Ings Lane) runs along part of the boundary of
this area.

Historic Features

e Baxby Manor which is the oldest residential property in the Parish sits on the boundary of
this area.

e Just under a 1km section of a disused railway, which ran from the East Coast Mainline near
Pilmoor to Malton, runs through the northern area of the landscape. This has developed
into a wild wooded/scrub habitat.

Condition

e The campsite and airfield are managed, the footpath is also regularly maintained to
ensure continued access. The most northerly section of this land is prone to waterlogging
but is planted with arable crops. The remainder of the land is unmanaged and left to
wildlife and vegetation.

Aesthetic and Sensory
e Very peaceful and calm with the sound of water being a constant when walking along the
watercourses. In the non-agricultural area there is much bird song all year round but in

spring and summer particularly. Where there is open arable land bird song more limited,
although Skylark in particular was noted.
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e Inthe wooded area, a general sense of sheltered wilderness, particularly amongst the
scrub and trees. A secret place.

e Seasonal changes are very marked as the woods are almost exclusively deciduous.
Primroses and Dog Mercury in the spring and lush grass and flowers in the summer.

Distinctive Features
e Elphin Beck and Ings Beck are the most distinctive features of this area.

e The woods and disused railway line embankment are also particularly noticeable as areas
of wilderness.

e Thereis also a pylon line. Interestingly in the wilderness around the railway line
embankment, the enclosed nature of the landscape means that this is not really noticed.

Views and Vistas
e The views are generally within the character area given the land is low lying and there is
significant woodland and other vegetation. There are treasured views along and across

Ings Beck. Also views out to the south towards the woods on Bell Banks.

® There are views from the northern part of the area to the White Horse at Kilburn which
are interrupted by the pylon line.

e There are also views to Thormanby church on the higher ground to the west.
Relationship to adjacent landscape character types
e This character area looks up to Howardian Hills Ridge to the south and east. The
distinction is marked not only because this character area is low-lying but also by the
watercourse and its distinctive wildlife and lush vegetation and the wet nature of the land.
e This is particularly notable from the south-western corner of this area where the land to
the south rises quickly to the Howardian Hills Ridge area which is covered by extensive
mature woodland on Bell Banks.
Current and potential future development pressure that affect the local landscape character
e Pressure for change in this area could be expansion of existing activities in the area and
the extension of existing structures, creation of more semi-permanent structures or
creation of permanent structures on the Hideaway campsite or the airfield.
e Having said that, residential development highly unlikely given the flood risk in this area.
e Loss of trees, woodland cover or hedgerows that are key to biodiversity and provide the
foundation of a green network in this area, with important wider links north into the

North York Moors National Park.
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e Accumulation of modern structures such as ground based solar, large wind turbines and
further pylons and electricity infrastructure.

e Development which adversely affects the animals for whom this is a treasured habitat.
e Development which erodes the peace and tranquillity of this landscape.

e Damage to the watercourses in this area or development which affects the flow of the
water course.

® Increased light pollution impacting dark skies.

Landscape management and development considerations
e Any development must not exacerbate bank erosion and flood risk.
e Avoid development which does not fit with the landscape character.

e Avoid modern structures including ground based solar, additional pylons and overhead
lines and fracking well heads.

e Consider how, cumulatively, development (not necessarily of the same type) can have an

increased impact on the characteristics of the landscape.
® Protect and enhance scrub land and wild, unspoilt habitats in this area.

e Retain the field pattern bounded by hedgerows and protect established and ancient
hedges and mature trees to maintain habitats. Avoid hedges becoming overgrown to
above 2m, particularly to provide screening, as this will have an adverse effect on the
openness and spacious feeling of the northern part of the landscape.

e Encourage the management and where appropriate the extension of broadleaf
woodlands.
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Photo 2 — The Hideaway Camp Site entrance.
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Photo 3 — The main block at The Hideaway camp site.

Photo 4 — Ings Beck with disused railway line embankment in the background
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Photo 5 — Classic view along Ings Beck.

Photo 6 — Ings Beck on the left of the footpath. The field contains a wilding border sown with wild
flower mix. Note the Red Campion and Cow Parsley by the footpath.
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Photo 7 — Ings Beck flowing under the disused railway embankment. The embankment has been
removed to the right of the bridge to increase flow when the river is in flood. It highlights the
unsuitability of this area for building.

Photo 8 — The ground here is damp and the woodland has developed naturally.
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Photo 9 — Railway embankment barely visible through the trees and scrub.

— Dense woodland near Ings Beck.

Photo 10
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Photo 11 — Thormanby Church and Church Lane on the hill from the edge of the Ings Beck woods

Photo 12 — Ings beck further downstream now flowing through open countryside but the ground is
still very wet in the winter. To the south the land can be seen rising up to form the Howardian Hills
Ridge area.
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Photo 13 — Interesting to note that the pipes pictured here appear to be part of a water
abstraction project. Pylon line visible here.

Photo 14 — Ings Beck with Baxby Airfield.
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Photo 16 — The entrance to Baxby Airfield from Ings Lane.
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Photo 17 — Ings Lane heading north. In the winter this is almost impassible due to surface water.

Photo 18 — Elphin Beck (which becomes Ings Beck) flowing across low lying land along the northern
boundary of the Parish.
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8. Recommendations for the NDP

8.1 The policies within the Husthwaite Parish NDP should be directly informed by this Local
Landscape Character Assessment. It is a key baseline reference document and evidence
base for the NDP. It also provides important information for planners, developers,
consultees and decision-makers in assessing development proposals.

8.2 The NDP should recognise the core importance of local landscape character to the
livelihoods and wellbeing of the Parish community.

8.3 The social, environmental and economic importance of Parish landscapes to sustainable
development in the Parish should be embedded in the Neighbourhood Plan’s vision,
objectives and policies.

Summary of the LCAs
a) Howardian Hills Ridge

e The western tip of, and gateway to, the Howardian Hills National Landscape,
comprising ground rising from the Vales of York and Mowbray and having a unique
aspect towards the North York Moors, Yorkshire Dales and the Vale of York.

e The spacious, tranquil character of the village of Husthwaite owes much to its linear
development pattern, central green heart and its gardens and garths which support
extensive trees, hedgerows and biodiversity.

b) Flat and Gently Rising Land

e Open largely flat agricultural land which is a very green and tranquil natural space
given the sparse settlement of isolated farms and out-buildings. Hedges and
hedgerow trees are important features as are big skies and long views to the higher
ground immediately to the east and north (including the White Horse at Kilburn) and
in the distance to the Pennines in the west.

c) Stream and Wetland Area
® An area with significant uncultivated scrub and woodland wilderness which gives it a
secret, intimate feel with only glimpsed views, except to the north of the area.
Tranquil stream and flood plain settings which have a profound effect on the
character, particularly the wide variety of wild flora and fauna.

Key and Iconic Views and Vistas

The following key views are drawn from the Landscape Character Analysis above and from the
Resident’s Survey:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

Views north to the White Horse at Kilburn from many locations including: Beacon Banks;
the footpath to Beacon Banks from Husthwaite village; the churchyard and footpath
behind St Nicholas’ Church;
Panoramic views from Beacon Banks:
a. North to the North York Moors, including:
i. The White Horse at Kilburn
ii. Byland Abbey
iii. St Michael’s Church at Coxwold
iv. Hood Hill
v. Cockerdale
b. North West over the Vale of Mowbray to the Pennines, particularly Pen Hill and
Braithwaite Moor at the entrance to Wensleydale;
c. West to the Pennines including Great Whernside and Buckden Pike between
Nidderdale and Wharfedale;
d. South West to RAF Menwith Hill to the west of Harrogate and down towards
lkley;
e. South over the Vale of York including York Minster;
f.  South East towards the Yorkshire Wolds.
Views North and West from the public footpath from the village up onto Beacon Banks to
the North York Moors and, with the village in the foreground, the Pennines.
Views North from the top part of East View Green
Views over the fields South from just west of the junction of Malton St and Gibbet Hill

Views from the footpath over Round Hill looking south west down the stream valley to the
Pennines
From the green heart of the village:

a. North to the White Horse

b. North West over St Nicholas’ Church towards the Pennines

c. West to the Pennines
West along High Street to St Nicholas’ Church
From the Nookin North:

a. takingin the Nookin itself and St Nicholas’ Church

b. towards the White Horse and North West across the Vale of Mowbray
Down Low Street with the Pub and a number of historic properties and a backdrop of the
Pennines
Looking south from the footpath from Elphin Bridge Lane to the Church with the Church
and properties along High Street on the ridge
Views from the Churchyard and village green looking to the White House, up High Street,
down Low Street and up the Nookin.
Views of the Village Green from all approaches
The views at all the entrances to the village, The Old Vicarage and Greystones at the north
east entrance, Kendrew Green at the south entrance and the Copper Beech and cemetery
at the western entrance
Views from Highthorne Lane north over the Church towards the White Horse and Hood
Hill
Views north and west from the footpath from Highthorne Lane to Flower O’ May
Views south down to the Vale of York from the footpath south from Flower O’May

87



18. Views south and south west across open country towards the southern Pennines from the
bridleway from Flower O’ May to Woolpots

19. Views from the footpath along the southern edge of Ings Beck along the beck, south up
towards the woods on Bell Banks and south east back towards the village

20. Views north west to Thormanby church from the footpath where it exits the woods near
Ings Beck just north of the disused railway line

21. Views north from the footpath from Woodhouse Grange and Red House Farm to Boscar

Grange Farm, these include glimpsed views of the North York Moors escarpment and the
White Horse at Kilburn.

Key Issues and Implications for the NDP

Drawn from the preceding material, the table below summarises the key implications for the NDP

Key Issues and Implications

Theme

Key issues and what they mean for our Neighbourhood Development Plan

Landscape

National and Local Policy is that Planning should:

The landscape is a fundamental aspect of the Parish’s rural, geographical and
historic identity and its role as a Howardian Hills community at the western
edge of and a gateway to the National Landscape

Protect and enhance valued landscapes

Recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside.
Protect tranquil areas that have remained undisturbed by noise and are
prized for the recreational and wellbeing value for this reason

Limit the impact of light pollution on the Parish’s intrinsically dark
landscapes

Conserve valuable biodiversity resources.

The Parish has an impressive landscape setting particularly the
Howardian Hills Ridge with its unique combination of elevated views over
the Vales of York and Mowbray and the Coxwold-Gilling Gap to York
Minster and the Yorkshire Wolds in the south, the Yorkshire Dales in the
west and the North York Moors to the north.

The village is well maintained and attractive both in its setting and for its
architecture and distinctive linear layout around the roads within the
village. The Conservation Area is respected and prized by residents. The
access to gardens, public open space and open countryside from almost
all properties in the village gives the village an overwhelmingly rural,
spacious feel and is highly valued by residents

Approximately 16 properties have been added since 2011. Many have
been accommodated without damage to the landscape character of the
village. There are however exceptions which, for example, have not
followed the linear development character of the village, and should be
avoided in the future. The strong development pressure in this area
must not be allowed to detrimentally change its character. New
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development must be designed to be of the highest quality to fit with the
existing character of the village.

The area in and around the village has a large number of mature trees
and hedges which are a very distinctive feature when in or viewing the
village. These must be protected and enhanced. This includes the
ancient fruit orchards in and around the village.

The significant quantity of garden and uncultivated land in this area is a
haven for wildlife and forms an important wildlife corridor into the
National Landscape.

The Flat and Gently rising area is a sparsely populated agricultural
landscape which is a green haven of peace and tranquillity where people
can enjoy long, lower lying glimpsed views to the higher ground to the
west, north and east. This area is particularly notable for its “big skies”.
The area has some notable features which detract from the landscape.
These are particularly the electricity sub-station on the access road to
the village from the A19 and two pylon lines. Given the sub-station and
the existing solar farm at Boscar, which sits outside but on the boundary
of the Parish, there is development pressure for further electricity
infrastructure which would have a serious adverse impact on the
landscape character in itself and a serious adverse cumulative effect with
the existing electricity infrastructure. Proposed mitigation for any such
schemes might well involve overgrown hedges or other screening which
would be out of keeping with the landscape character of this area where
hedges are kept low which gives a feeling of openness. It is also safer on
the narrow roads.

Large parts of the Stream and Wetland Area are unspoilt scrub and
wilderness which makes them a haven for plants and wildlife. This
should be protected from development given the limited amount of
landscape of this type in the broader locality beyond the Parish.

The fact that The Hideaway Camp Site is in this area is significant. Itis a
major attraction for visitors to the Parish, any development must have
regard to any adverse impact on the rural attractiveness of this area for
visitors.

The rural setting, natural environment, countryside and landscape in and
around the Parish are treasured by the community.

Implications for the Neighbourhood Development Plan

National and local planning policies are sufficient to protect the National
Landscape itself and the listed properties in the Parish and therefore no
local policy is needed in the NDP.

The NDP should include policies to conserve and enhance the landscape
in and the views in and from the Parish as this is much loved by the
community

There are locally distinctive aspects of the landscape which must be
considered to ensure that new proposals, whether they be for repair,
extension or new development — draw their design inspiration from local
sources and thereby fit well within the existing character and form of the
landscape .
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e Establishing development boundaries may help to protect valued
landscape as well as achieving other NDP aims.

® A policy encouraging design that will help to preserve the quality of the
‘dark sky’ above the Parish and contribute to the tranquillity of the
landscape should be considered.

e Protecting local green space, trees, hedgerows and habitats must be a
key policy objective

Suggested Policy Content

Key objectives for the Neighbourhood Development Plan:

a)

c)

Ensure that all new development provides space for both people and nature, while
conserving and enhancing biodiversity by minimising intrusion into open countryside or
significant green areas within the village, safeguarding key habitats and avoiding the loss
or damage of trees and hedgerows.

Protect and enhance both the Howardian Hills National Landscape and the North York
Moors National Park, including their settings and entry experiences, and ensure that any
development respects local landscape character and features and preserves the distinctive
sense of place these landscapes provide.

Safeguard key local views and vistas—both within and beyond the village—to maintain the
area’s distinctive character and sense of place, ensuring that new development respects
and maintains these valued view channels.

Protect the tranquillity of the area and minimise light pollution, ensuring the preservation
of the natural night sky, the well-being of wildlife habitats and a peaceful environment for
local residents.

These objectives should be reflected in the following Policies:

Responding to Local Landscape Character
Views and Vistas

Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure
Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerows

Tranquillity and Dark Skies

How the Local Landscape Character Assessment can be used
to inform planning decisions
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The Local Landscape Character Assessment provides a description of the landscapes across the
Husthwaite Parish. It includes a list of key characteristics for each landscape type, and a detailed
description of landscape features and attributes which combine to make this landscape unique. In
preparing development proposals developers should refer to the LLCA to gain an understanding of
the landscape setting, what is valued within it, and how development can best be achieved
without eroding the valued character of surrounding landscapes. In assessing development
proposals, consultees and decision-makers should refer to the guidance provided under the LLCA
‘Landscape Management and Development Considerations’ headings.
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