
​Draft COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE​
​REPORT FOR HUSTHWAITE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD​
​DEVELOPMENT PLAN​

​1.​ ​Planning Policy Background​
​Note that legislation relating to Climate Change/Sustainability is a relevant context for these topics​
​also, in particular the avoiding/mitigating the risk of flooding and the importance of preserving the​
​natural environment - see the Climate Change Evidence Report [make link] for more detail.​

​Note also the overlap with the Evidence Report in relation to Access and Connectivity [make link],​
​particularly in relation to the need for maintenance and enhancement of public footpaths and cycle​
​routes.​

​1.1​ ​National Planning Policy Framework 2024​

​Community Facilities​

​Planning is required to aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places that promote social​
​interaction, accessible open space and active lifestyles. To provide the social, recreational and cultural​
​facilities and services the community needs, planning policies and decisions should plan positively for​
​the provision and use of shared spaces, community facilities and other local services to enhance the​
​sustainability of communities and residential environments​​.​

​Particular​​NPPF​​provisions of note:​

​●​ ​The social role of the planning system should support ‘strong vibrant and healthy​
​communities’ with ‘accessible services and open spaces that reflect the community’s​
​present and future needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being (Para 8).​

​●​ ​The environmental role of the planning system should ‘protect and enhance’ our natural​
​environment and includes ‘using natural resources prudently’.  (Para 8)​

​●​ ​The economic role of the planning system includes identifying and coordinating the​
​provision of infrastructure (Para 8).​

​●​ ​Planning policies  should:​
​o​ ​Promote social interaction including opportunities for meetings​

​between people who might not otherwise come into contact with each other;​
​o​ ​Ensure that places are safe and accessible environments  including by​

​designing  high quality public spaces, which encourage the active and​
​continual use of public areas;​

​o​ ​Enable and support healthy lifestyles  through the provision of safe and​
​accessible green infrastructure, sports facilities, local shops, access to​
​healthier food, allotments and layouts that encourage walking and cycling​
​(Para 96). ​

​●​ ​Planning policies  should:​
​o​ ​Plan positively for the provision and use of shared space, community facilities​

​(such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, cultural buildings, public​
​houses and places of worship) and other local services to enhance the​
​sustainability of communities and residential environments;​

​o​ ​Guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities and services,​
​particularly where this would reduce the community’s ability to meet its​
​day-to-day needs;​

​o​ ​Ensure that established shops, facilities and services are able to develop and​
​modernise in a way that is sustainable, and retained for the benefit of the​
​community;​
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​o​ ​Ensure an integrated approach to considering the location of housing,​
​economic uses and community facilities and services (Para 98)​

​●​ ​Access to a network of high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and physical​
​activity is important for the health and well-being of communities, and can deliver wider​
​benefits for nature and support efforts to address climate change. Planning policies​
​should be based on robust and up-to-date assessments of the need for open space, sport​
​and recreation facilities (including quantitative or qualitative deficits or surpluses) and​
​opportunities for new provision. (Para 103)​

​●​ ​Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, including playing fields​
​and formal play spaces must not be built on unless clearly shown to be surplus to​
​requirements or will be replaced by equivalent or better or benefits of development of​
​alternative sports and recreational provision clearly outweigh loss. (Para 104)​

​●​ ​Plan makers, including neighbourhood groups, should consider designating Local Green​
​Spaces (LGS)  of particular importance to local communities.  A LGS should be a) in​
​reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; b) demonstrably special to a local​
​community and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty,​
​historic significance, recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or​
​richness of its wildlife; and c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. (Para​
​105)​

​Infrastructure (Waste and Drainage)​
​See above, in particular Para 8 and Para 98.​

​Planning policies should ensure  that all new development  ‘​​will function well​​and add to the overall​
​quality of the area, not just for the short term but over the lifetime of the development’ (Para 135).​

​National policy requires local plans to include strategic policies that make sufficient provision for​
​infrastructure for inter alia waste management, water supply, and wastewater.​

​In relation to flooding, the NPPF  says that​

​o​ ​Inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding should be avoided by directing​
​development away from areas at highest risk (whether existing or future). Where​
​development is necessary in such areas, the development should be made safe for its​
​lifetime without increasing flood risk elsewhere (Para 170).​

​o​ ​Strategic policies must be informed by a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) and​
​manage flood risks from all sources, considering cumulative impacts in flood-prone areas.​
​Advice should be taken from relevant authorities like the Environment Agency and local​
​flood management bodies (Para 171)​

​o​ ​Development locations should minimize flood risk by:​

​a.​ ​Applying the Sequential Test (steering development to lower-risk areas) and, where​
​necessary, the Exception Test.​

​b.​ ​Safeguarding land needed for current or future flood management.​

​c.​ ​Using new developments and green infrastructure to reduce flood causes and​
​impacts, including natural flood management techniques.​

​d.​ ​Relocating unsustainable developments in areas where climate change increases​
​flood risk. (Para 172).​

​o​ ​The Sequential test ensures new development is directed to areas with the lowest flood​
​risk, based on the SFRA framework [figure 1]. Development is only permitted in higher-risk​
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​areas if no suitable lower-risk sites are available and if residual risks are managed (Para​
​173-179).​

​Figure 1: Key Steps in Flood Risk Assessment According to NPPF 2024​
​1. Sequential Test:​​This test aims to steer new developments​​to areas with the lowest flood risk. Developments​
​should preferably be located in Flood Zone 1 (low probability of flooding). If no suitable sites are available, Zones 2​
​and 3 may be considered, provided there are no reasonably available sites in​​areas with a lower risk.​
​2. Exception Test:​​If, after applying the Sequential​​Test, it's necessary to locate development in higher-risk areas,​
​the Exception Test ensures that the development provides wider sustainability benefits that outweigh the flood risk​
​and that it will be safe for its lifetime without increasing flood risk elsewhere.​

​3. Site-Specific Flood Risk Assessment (FRA):​​An FRA​​is required for:​

​o​ ​All developments in Flood Zones 2 and 3.​

​o​ ​Developments over 1 hectare in Flood Zone 1.​

​o​ ​Sites in Flood Zone 1 where there are critical drainage problems.​

​The FRA should evaluate all potential sources of flooding, consider the effects of climate change, and propose​
​mitigation measures to manage any identified risks.​

​4. Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS):​​The NPPF 2024​​encourages the incorporation of SuDS in all​
​developments, proportionate to their scale and nature, to manage surface water runoff and reduce flood risk.​

​5. Climate Change Considerations:​​Assessments must​​account for the potential impacts of climate change on​
​flood risk over the development's expected lifetime, ensuring long-term safety and resilience​​.​
​Exemptions (Para 176): Minor developments and changes of use are generally exempt from the Sequential and​
​Exception Tests but must still adhere to site-specific flood risk assessment requirement​​s.​

​1.2​ ​Hambleton Local Plan​

​1.2.1​ ​General​
​Local Plan Vision (extract)​
​“Hambleton's natural and historic assets will be preserved and enhanced, providing support for the​
​health and well-being of its communities”​

​Issues shaping Local Plan include:​

​●​ ​The rural settlements in Hambleton comprise a number of larger villages where modest​
​development has taken place in the past and where a selection of services such as shops,​
​schools, post offices and doctors’ surgeries tend to be located. However, there are generally​
​limited public transport services available.​

​●​ ​Hambleton had a total population of 91,600 as at mid 2019, 26.5% of which were aged 65​
​and over, which is significantly higher than the average for both North Yorkshire and Great​
​Britain. 47% of the district’s population live in five market towns - the remaining population​
​lives in the smaller settlements in the rural area.​

​●​ ​Quality of life is recognised as being good, which is reflected in the demographic profile;​
​Hambleton has a high percentage of older people who are generally active, healthy and​
​relatively wealthy retirees, many of whom are mortgage free. There are however some​
​significant health issues to be addressed: in North Yorkshire 66% of adults are either​
​overweight or obese and over 21% of 4-5 year olds and 30% of 10-11 year olds have excess​
​weight.​

​Key issues, challenges and opportunities for Infrastructure and Community Services include:​
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​●​ ​People’s leisure needs are changing with an ageing population and greater demands for​
​outdoors sports and recreational activities​

​●​ ​The viability of local services and facilities and their role in supporting local communities​

​Key issues, challenges and opportunities for Environmental and Resource Management include:​
​●​ ​Ensuring surface water is managed through the use of sustainable drainage systems​
​●​ ​Providing safeguards against contamination of land and groundwater pollution​

​Target Outcomes of Local Plan (extracts)​

​Outcome 3: Villages have become more socially and economically sustainable in supporting viable​
​local communities.​

​Action iii: To allow for more organic growth in villages, where it maintains or enhances the vitality of​
​local communities by supporting the maintenance and/or provision of appropriate local services,​
​facilities and affordable housing, and is in keeping with the village’s character and environment.​

​Outcome 5: The design quality of development and public/ open spaces has added to the sense of​
​place, reinforcing local identity.​

​Action v: To identify and protect important characteristics and features in and around settlements so​
​that the appearance and layout of development respects and enhances the character and​
​distinctiveness of settlements and their settings​

​Outcome 9: Local living environments have been created or enhanced and encouraged healthier​
​lifestyles, with increased physical activity and improved well-being for Hambleton’s residents.​

​Action ix: To encourage more walking, cycling and improved green infrastructure so that residents​
​have access to good quality open spaces, leisure, recreation opportunities, facilities and services.​

​1.2.2 Infrastructure - General Policy​

​‘Infrastructure’ in the  Hambleton Plan covers a wide range of facilities and services summarised in​
​the notes to Policy IC1 as the  “​​timely provision​​of the social and physical infrastructure​
​necessary for sustainable communities to function effectively”​​.​

​Types of infrastructure covered  include: highway and transport infrastructure, including … parking​
​provision;.., community safety..; emergency and essential services, including waste services; green​
​infrastructure and biodiversity enhancement/mitigation; open green spaces, recreation, sport and​
​leisure and other community facilities; and drainage and flood prevention and protection and utilities,​
​such as water supply and drainage, waste water treatment,....​

​Justification includes:​
​●​ ​Improved infrastructure is essential to cater for a growing population, to minimise vulnerability​

​and improve resilience to the impacts of climate change, and also to address existing​
​deficiencies.​

​●​ ​Community services and facilities .. play a vital role in promoting the sustainability of​
​communities and contributing towards healthy and inclusive lifestyles.​

​●​ ​Objective is to ensure that existing and future residents have good access to all necessary​
​infrastructure –​​physical, green and social​​– and​​that the provision of new services and​
​facilities is appropriately phased with proposed growth for the area.​

​IC1: Infrastructure Delivery​
​The Council will seek to ensure that development is supported by the timely delivery of necessary​
​infrastructure and facilities by:​
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​a. requiring that proposals for development are capable of being accommodated by existing or​
​planned infrastructure and services and do not have an unacceptably harmful impact on existing​
​systems, in each case this is to be established by appropriate assessment or investigatory work;​
​b. requiring developers to provide, or meet the costs of providing, the infrastructure, facilities and/or​
​mitigation necessary to make their proposed developments acceptable in planning terms;​
​c. ensuring suitable arrangements are made for ongoing maintenance where infrastructure and​
​facilities are directly provided;​
​d. requiring that the delivery of development is coordinated with the delivery of new or improved​
​infrastructure and services and causes minimal disruption to existing provision; and​
​e. working with developers and infrastructure/service providers to identify viable solutions for the​
​delivery of infrastructure and services to support sustainable development.​

​The nature and scale of planning obligations sought will depend on the form of development and​
​the impact it is considered to have upon the surrounding area on the basis of documentary​
​evidence. Infrastructure and facilities should be provided on site.​

​1.2.3​ ​Community Facilities Policies​

​.. The purpose of this policy is to protect and enhance open space, outdoor recreation facilities,​
​allotments and areas of garden land that provide amenity value.​

​IC3: Open Space, Sport and Recreation​

​The Council will seek to protect and enhance open space, Local Green Space and sport and​
​recreational facilities in order to support the health and well-being of local communities.​
​…​
​Local Green Space may be designated in a neighbourhood plan, if the space accords with the​
​criteria in the national planning policy.​

​…The purpose of this policy is to seek to maintain and improve the provision of local community​
​services and facilities.​

​IC4: Community Facilities​
​New facilities​
​A proposal that provides for new or enhanced community facilities will be supported if the proposed​
​facility will be accessible to the community it is intended to serve and the development would not​
​detract from the character of the local area. In considering the suitability of a site for a new​
​community use, the Council will have regard to the local need for the facility.​

​Existing facilities​
​A proposal that would result in the loss of premises or land currently or last in community use will​
​not be supported unless it can be demonstrated that:​
​a. prior to the commencement of development a satisfactory replacement facility will be provided in​
​a suitably accessible location for the catchment area or the community served; b. the existing use is​
​no longer financially or operationally viable and there is no reasonable prospect of securing a viable​
​satisfactory alternative community use;​
​c. the continued use of the site for community purposes would conflict with other planning policies;​
​or​
​d. the loss of the community facility is integral to a strategic proposal to improve community​
​services within the locality​

​Justification includes:​
​●​ ​Community facilities play an important role in sustaining communities through the creation of​

​healthy, vibrant and inclusive places. They often serve as the hub of local communities,​
​providing a place to meet, socialise or exercise and are key in promoting the health and​
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​well-being of people who live and work in the district. The timely provision and upgrading of​
​facilities is required to ensure Hambleton's future growth is sustainable.​

​●​ ​Community facilities can include community centres, village halls, places of worship, arts and​
​cultural facilities as well as other local services such as health care facilities, libraries and​
​schools. Some local facilities may be commercial operations such as the village shop, post​
​office, children's nursery or public house but they are valuable to the local community, are​
​often essential to maintaining quality of life and reducing the need to travel.​

​●​ ​A number of community facilities have either been lost or are under threat of redevelopment.​
​Addressing the trend of declining rural services in Hambleton will help local communities to​
​thrive and become more sustainable. The loss of such facilities can have serious​
​consequences, particularly where there is no alternative provision nearby.​

​●​ ​Claims that a community facility is no longer viable will need to be supported by the financial​
​records of the business, normally for the previous 3 years, and evidence that reasonable​
​attempts have been made to actively market the property at existing use value for a minimum​
​of 12 consecutive months prior to the application being made.​

​●​ ​In determining applications, the Council will also have regard to the availability of comparable​
​facilities that are accessible to the community in question, taking into account any views of the​
​respective town or parish councils, and whether the facility or service can be retained in​
​suitable form elsewhere. Diversification of existing facilities to improve viability, for example by​
​locating a shop or post office in the local pub to provide a dual service to the community, will​
​be supported where this can prevent the loss of a facility.​

​1.2.4​ ​Infrastructure (Waste and Drainage)Policies​
​HP includes a range of policies intended to safeguard resources and manage environmental​
​challenges in order to ensure that communities and the wider environment will not be exposed to​
​unacceptable risks from hazards such as flooding and pollution and that the potential impacts of​
​climate change are addressed.​

​Policy RM1​​- Water Quality, Supply and Foul Drainage​
​New development must show​
​a.  no adverse impact on, or unacceptable risk to, the quantity or quality of water resources, both​
​surface water or groundwater, or on meeting the objectives of the Water Framework Directive and the​
​Habitats Directive, or the abstraction of water; and​
​b…there is or will be adequate water supply and treatment capacity in place to serve the​
​development.​

​All new homes must comply with the optional building regulation for water efficiency set by the​
​Government (currently set at 110 litres per person per day) and non-residential uses as a minimum​
​meet the ‘Good’ BREEAM standard.​

​Foul and surface water flows should be separated with foul water being disposed of to a public sewer​
​and the design of the waste disposal system will be safe over the lifetime of the development.​

​Justification includes: Development can have a significant impact on water quality due to surface and​
​wastewater discharges and the storage and processing of potentially contaminated materials. When​
​determining planning applications the Council, in consultation with the Environment Agency and​
​Yorkshire Water, will seek to ensure that there will be no unacceptable impact on the supply or quality​
​of surface and ground water resources.​

​Yorkshire Water’s  Water Resource Management Plan  points to a potential deficit between the​
​amount of water available and the demand for water by the mid 2030s.​

​Policy RM2 - Flood Risk​
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​Council will manage flood risk inter alia by:​
​●​ ​Requiring flood risk to be considered for all development commensurate with the scale and​

​impact of the proposed development and mitigated where appropriate.​
​●​ ​Reducing the speed and volume of surface water run off as part of new build developments.​

​Development must apply and pass the sequential test or pass the exception test as set out.​

​Justification notes that Hambleton has a history of serious flood events from both river and surface​
​water sources, which have often happened very quickly with little notice. The risk of flooding within the​
​district has been examined through the preparation of Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment​
​(SFRA). This has been used to guide the selection of sites allocated for development within this Local​
​Plan and, along with the Environment Agency’s flood risk maps, provides a basis for considering the​
​risk of flooding in relation to proposals for development on other sites. It is also a requirement of​
​national planning policy that planning applications involving proposals of 1 hectare or greater in Flood​
​Zone 1 and all proposals within Flood Zones 2 and 3 should be accompanied by a site-specific flood​
​risk assessment. This should identify and assess the risks of all forms of flooding and demonstrate​
​how flood risk will be managed, taking climate change into account.​

​RM3 - Surface Water and Drainage Management​
​New development must show​
​a. surface water run-off  limited to existing rates on greenfield sites, and on previously-developed land​
​reduce existing run-off rates by a minimum of 50 percent or to the greenfield run-off rate where​
​possible;​
​b. where appropriate, sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) incorporated ;​
​c. wherever possible, and where appropriate, SuDS are integrated with the provision of green​
​infrastructure on and around a development site to contribute to wider sustainability objectives;​
​..e. if a road would be affected by the drainage system the details of the system have been agreed​
​with the relevant highway authority; and​

​Any watercourse on a development site must be retained and, where possible, restored and​
​enhanced.​

​The Council will support flood risk management schemes that aim to slow the flow of water and local​
​flood protection schemes where they do not result in unacceptable harm to landscape character, have​
​an adverse environmental, social or economic impact or increase flood risk in other locations.​

​The use of deep infiltration SuDS, such as deep borehole soakaways, will not be accepted in most​
​circumstances.​

​Justification notes that the promotion of sustainable water management practices is crucial to​
​minimising the risk of flooding. North Yorkshire County Council, as the Lead Local Flood Authority for​
​the area, is responsible for managing local flood risk including, from surface water, ground water and​
​ordinary watercourses through the preparation of a Local Flood Risk Management Strategy. The​
​council would encourage the inclusion of surface water and drainage design from the outset to ensure​
​that these issues are addressed as part of a holistic approach to the design of development - see also​
​Policy E1 on design.​

​Sustainable drainage systems are designed to manage surface water run off so that it mimics natural​
​drainage as closely as possible. A well-designed SuDS can help to reduce the causes and limit the​
​impact of flooding and groundwater pollutants. They can also remove pollutants from surface water​
​run-off. They involve the provision of features including permeable surfaces, green roofs, filter strips,​
​swales, infiltration devices and basins or ponds and are important in helping to minimise flood risk by​
​managing the flow of water within and from the site. They also present opportunities for the provision​
​of green space and biodiversity enhancement, especially if linked to the wider network of green​
​infrastructure. In this regard there is potential for dual use.​

​1.3​ ​Other National Initiatives​
​The latest Government’s​​Community Life Survey on Loneliness​​(for 2023/24, published December​
​2024), indicates that adults in rural areas generally are less likely to feel lonely and have more​
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​likelihood of community support. However rates of loneliness were higher than average in the north of​
​England and increased in line with deprivation.​

​1.4​ ​North  Yorkshire Initiatives​

​In July 2025 the Mayor of North Yorkshire announced funding for two major new initiatives to support​
​healthy and thriving communities:​

​●​ ​Movement, Activity and Sport Investment Programme​
​●​ ​Men’s Mental Health Investment Programme.​

​The Mayor notes that rural isolation is an issue that North Yorkshire particularly struggles with and​
​that mental health support is particularly needed  in male-dominated and isolated jobs, like farming​
​and construction.​ ​Further, low levels of activity​​and sport cause many issues - according to the Chief​
​Executive of North Yorkshire Sport,  30% of NY’s adult population are inactive, there are more over​
​65-year-olds than the national average, and around 60% of adults are overweight or obese.​

​“When we invest in sport, we’re not just building facilities, we’re building stronger, fairer communities​
​where everyone has the chance to thrive”​

​Being Young in North Yorkshire 2025-2028​​is largely​​about safeguarding etc but it does note​
​“We want everyone in North Yorkshire to live long, healthy and active lives. To make sure this is the​
​case for children, we must work with families and partners to encourage, promote and facilitate​
​healthy choices through the provision of information to help people stay healthy.”​

​2.​ ​BASE EVIDENCE - FACTUAL DATA AND STATISTICS​

​2.1​ ​Relevant Community Statistics (2021 Census)​
​●​ ​Husthwaite Parish has an older age profile than the national average in the 65 - 74 years age​

​range as has Hambleton as whole; all other age groups are broadly in line with the Hambleton​
​census results.​

​●​ ​Husthwaite also has higher than the Hambleton and the National average number of​
​residents aged between 10 and 19 at 12.52% versus 9.7% and 11.8% respectively.​

​●​ ​Nearly half of Husthwaite’s adult population (46.8%) falls into the economically inactive​
​category, outpacing England’s 39.1%. Among those not in work, nearly 70% have not held​
​employment in the last 12 months, indicating a higher proportion of retirees or long-term​
​nonworkers than the national benchmark.  The percentage of retired people is in line with the​
​Hambleton Census.​

​●​ ​Husthwaite’s health indicators are largely in line with the Hambleton and national trends,​
​though they show a slightly higher proportion of residents reporting only fair health. The​
​proportion reporting bad or very bad health remains relatively low at 4.6% combined, the​
​same proportion as for Hambleton and close to England’s figure of 5.2%.​

​2.2​ ​LOCAL GREEN SPACES​

​The HP identifies the following as Local Green Spaces (LGS)​

​Reference​ ​Location​ ​Significance​ ​Area​
​ALT/E/071/00​
​4/G​

​Husthwaite Cemetery, Low Street,​
​Husthwaite​

​Historic significance​ ​3137 M​​2​

​ALT/E/071/00​
​5/G​

​Land to the front of St Nicholas' Church,​
​High Street, Husthwaite​

​Historic significance*​ ​1088 M​​2​

​ALT/E/071/00​
​6/G​

​Land at The Nookin, opposite St​
​Nicholas' Church, Low Street, Husthwaite​

​Local recreational value,​
​Historic significance*​

​363 M​​2​

​ALT/E/071/00​
​8/G​

​Land at Kays Bank, opposite Old​
​Vicarage, Husthwaite​

​Local recreational value​ ​1765 M​​2​
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​ALT/E/071/00​
​9/G​

​Outdoor sports area, rear of Church of​
​England Primary School, Husthwaite​

​Local recreational value*​ ​7814 M​​2​

​*Also identified in the Open Space Strategy​

​An analysis of further areas which meet the NPPF criteria for designation as a LGS is set out in a​
​Local Green Space Report - see​​here​​.​

​2.3​ ​COMMUNITY ASSETS​

​Name of Community Asset​ ​Community Asset for purposes of HP IC3 -  Y/N​
​Additional details​

​Village Hall​ ​Y​
​The current village hall was opened in 2014 and​
​was partially funded by a National Lottery grant.​
​It is used daily by the community and supports​
​an enormous range of clubs, societies and​
​community and external events (see list below​
​this table).​

​Husthwaite Primary School, playground and​
​playing fields​

​Y​
​A key community asset which has served​
​generations of Husthwaite residents and those​
​of surrounding parishes.  It benefits from a​
​playground and an extensive playing field which​
​is well used and enables the school to deliver​
​on the government’s PE in schools priority.​

​Village Pub​ ​Y​
​Community asset of great value to residents​
​and visitors. Husthwaite attracts many walkers,​
​cyclists and holiday makers, particularly given​
​the popular Hideaway camp site in the parish.​
​Hosts village events from time to time.​

​St Nicolas Church and Cemetery​ ​Y​
​The 12th century parish church is the principal​
​historic attraction in the village and sits at its​
​geographic centre. It forms a key part of the​
​Byland Group of churches. The cemetery at the​
​western end of the village has graves dating​
​back to 1897.​
​Also listed heritage asset.​

​War Memorial​ ​N​
​This was erected in 1920 with funds from public​
​subscription by Robert Thompson of Kilburn.​
​The annual Remembrance Service takes place​
​at the War Memorial when the names of those​
​who were killed are read out.​
​Included in list of Non-designated Heritage​
​Assets.​

​The Bier House​ ​Y​
​Erected next to St Nicholas Church to house​
​coffins prior to funerals, it contains the bier on​
​which coffins were placed. Today it is used for​
​village storage, particularly for scenery and​
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​materials by the Husthwaite Players amateur​
​dramatic society.​

​Village Noticeboards (various)​ ​N​
​Used by the Parish Council and by many of the​
​village societies for notices. These are an​
​important communication tool, particularly for​
​those with no or limited internet access.​

​Village Hall Sign​ ​Used for the previous village hall as well as the​
​new one. Originally made by the village furniture​
​maker, Wilf Hutchinson and refurbished by his​
​son Trevor.​

​Village signposts​ ​N​
​Original signposts replaced with modern copies​
​to retain the North Riding of Yorkshire signpost​
​heritage look.​
​Included in list of Non-designated Heritage​
​Assets.​

​Millstone village signs at entrances to village​ ​N​
​These are a distinctive feature in this part of​
​North Yorkshire.​

​Benches on village greens​ ​N​
​Some dedicated to former residents.   Valued by​
​villagers and often used by visitors for picnics.​

​Flower planters on greens​ ​N​
​Maintained and stocked by the Parish​
​Council/Gardening Club.​

​Railings on Village Green, Kendrew Green and​
​Kays Bank/East View Green​

​N​
​A distinctive Husthwaite village feature.​
​Maintained by Parish Council.​
​Recently replaced (on Kays Bank) with support​
​from the Howardian Hills National Landscape.​

​Old style black rubbish bins (various locations)​ ​N​
​Aesthetically fitting and key practical facility for​
​visitor waste and dog poo.​

​Defibrillator (outside Village Hall)​ ​N​
​Key health and safety facility. Maintenance​
​arranged by Parish Council.​

​Bus Shelter (High St)​ ​Y​
​Well used by residents.  Limited bus services​
​are a key transport link to Easingwold, York and​
​Helmsley. Provision of proper shelter by NYC​
​was result of long campaign by Parish Council​

​List of Clubs currently running in Husthwaite​​:​
​Apple Tree Cafe​
​Film Club​
​Heart and Craft​
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​History Society​
​Gardening Club​
​Husthwaite Players​
​The Book Exchange​
​The Orchard Village Club​
​PrimeTime​
​Wine Club​
​Husthwaite Yoga​

​2.4 Playspace/Open Areas​
​This is the subject of a separate report - to follow.​

​2.5 Village Shop​
​Husthwaite did have a village general store for many many years  up until early 2016 when it closed​
​due to bereavement/retirement of the owner operators.  It was offered for sale but the asking price​
​was not secured and the owners reabsorbed the space into their private home.  The facility has been​
​much missed by residents and visitors, including local tradespeople working in the village who would​
​regularly use the shop for purchasing refreshments.​
​See further below for community engagement on this topic.​

​2.6   Surface water run off and drainage issues​
​The becks and water courses  of Husthwaite Parish form an integral part of the local ecosystem and​
​are recognised as a key component of the Green Infrastructure Network. They also contribute directly​
​to the emerging Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) for North Yorkshire and York by supporting​
​biodiversity, habitat connectivity, and ecosystem services.​

​Between 2020 and 2025, the Husthwaite Sewage Treatment Works (STW), operated by Yorkshire​
​Water, recorded multiple storm overflow discharges into Ings Beck, including 76 incidents in 2023​
​alone. These lasted for a total of 229 hours—equivalent to almost ten consecutive days. While such​
​discharges are legally permitted during periods of heavy rainfall to prevent sewage backing up into​
​homes and businesses, they nevertheless result in untreated or partially treated wastewater entering​
​local watercourses, with adverse implications for water quality, ecology, and public health.​

​Despite committing £180m to improvements across the region, Yorkshire Water has not yet​
​undertaken any improvement works at the STW.​
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​Map showing Flood Risk areas​​.​

​In addition, there are a number of natural springs in the green spaces within the village, particularly on​
​the hillside below Beacon Banks, in the fields behind Prospect Cottages development and above Cote​
​House.​

​In many older properties, single-pipe systems combine foul water (from toilets, sinks, and appliances)​
​with surface water (rainwater runoff). These combined flows place significant pressure on sewage​
​infrastructure and increase the risk of storm overflow during heavy rainfall.​

​Unfortunately the system used by the Parish Council to report drainage issues does not include a log​
​of previous issues.  The PC has in recent years reported drainage issues on Kay’s Bank (spring and​
​blocked drains), High Street (blocked drains and fractured pipe), The Nookin (spring and flooding due​
​to extreme weather), Highthorne Lane (excess water from new development after rain and blocked​
​culverts) , The Amplecarr (blocked drains / culvert and standing water near cemetery and five lane​
​ends) and Elphin Bridge Road (blocked drains / culverts).​

​A recurring water problem at the junction of High Street with Kay’s Bank, which was thought​​to be a​
​spring,  was actually a water leak and was finally repaired in November 2025..​

​3. Community Facilities and Infrastructure  – Summary of Community​
​Feedback​

​The  Parish survey conducted in 2024 had a number of questions relating to community facilities and​
​infrastructure.  The relevant questions and a summary of the responses are set out below.​
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​Note that community facilities, recreation and green spaces are high on the list of priorities for the​
​plan.​

​Note the very clear indication that surface water run off and drainage is the service/facility that​
​residents are worried about the most - way ahead of anything else although footpath and road​
​conditions are also a prevalent concern.​

​Yes 48/No 99​
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​Those who answered yes were asked to note what service/facility they would like in a free text box.​
​Over half - 25 - said a ‘shop’​​.  Apart from ‘more​​exercise classes’ which got 2 mentions, this was the​
​only service/facility mentioned more than once. Many of the other suggestions are also dealt with​
​elsewhere in the survey e.g traffic calming measures on Highthorne Lane, surface water, better WiFi​
​etc but a few others to note here include: a jogging track, swimming pond, dog exercise field and​
​groups/clubs for youths and toddlers.​

​As a result of this, a further informal survey about the viability of establishing a community shop (or​
​arranging some other form of general retail provision)  was conducted during the drop in events held​
​in January 2025.  37 people answered the survey providing  valuable insight and suggestions.  The​
​headlines are:​

​●​ ​The Village Hall was the overwhelming choice for location, closely followed up by having it at​
​the Plum and Partridge Pub and a further 7 respondents advocating that the location should​
​be ‘central’ to the village.​

​●​ ​All but two respondents suggested the shop should open part time hours (9-12 and again 2-5)​
​and to be open 4 or 5 days a week.​

​●​ ​Many commented on the value of a shop as a community hub and that it should include a​
​post office function.​

​●​ ​All respondents advocated that the shop should sell essentials such as bakery and dairy​
​products together with local produce.  But there was also demand for a long list of other items​
​including newspapers, alcohol, confectionery, toiletries and for the shop to serve as a​
​collection point for deliveries.​

​●​ ​As part of the survey we asked if respondents would be happy to volunteer to work in the​
​shop, to which 68% said yes with over half of these volunteering for 1-3 hours per week.​

​Investigating the establishment of a community shop or other retail facility in the village has been​
​identified as a local project in the Draft Neighbourhood Plan.​

​4. Key Findings of the Report​

​The importance of community facilities in a rural village such as Husthwaite cannot be over-stated.​
​Further, the green infrastructure in and around the village reinforce and link with the village’s rural​
​setting and the wider parish beyond.  These warrant a high level of protection.​

​Drainage issues have been a constant cause for concern for local residents with the Parish Council​
​having to regularly report issues.  Outdated and overgrown drains along with natural springs,​
​increased development and changing weather patterns all contribute to the problem which means that​
​any future development has to be carefully and sensitively planned so as not to make the situation​
​worse.​
​Objectives​

​a)​ ​‘Support and enhance existing community facilities and encourage the provision of additional​
​assets to meet the diverse needs of the entire community, thereby offering opportunities for​
​increased activity, strengthening well-being and fostering inclusivity.’​

​b)​ ​‘Protect and preserve village green spaces that are of particular importance to the local​
​community whether for their beauty, historic significance, recreational value, tranquillity, or​
​biodiversity value, and enhance residents’ quality of life.’​

​c)​ ​‘To ensure that new developments are supported by adequate infrastructure, including roads,​
​footpaths, water supply, drainage, sewage, and waste management, so that service levels​
​remain effective for both current and future users.’​

​d)​ ​‘To ensure that new development does not increase flood risk of any type, integrates​
​Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS), and adopts a comprehensive, sustainable​
​approach to managing flood risk, surface water (including runoff), and foul drainage.’​

​Policy 16 – Protection and Enhancement of Community Facilities​
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​Policy 17 -​​Protection and Enhancement of Open Space and Recreation​
​Policy 18 – Local Green Space​
​Policy 23 – Infrastructure for Development​
​Policy 24 -​​Sustainable Drainage​
​Policy 25 -​​Natural Flood Management Solution​​s​
​Policy 26 – Resilient Sewage and Drainage Infrastructure​
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